
THE JOHN HAMPDEN SOCIETY GOES TO WESTMINSTER 
On the 11th September four members of the society were fortunate to get tickets to visit 

the House of Commons and attend Prime Ministers Questions (PMQs), courtesy of our 

Vice-President, the Right Honourable John Bercow MP. 

My wife Rosemary and I had never seen the House working and so we were very 

excited to see live what we had only seen on television. The tickets were very impres-

sive with a gold printed portcullis and mace and the invitation to watch proceedings 
from the Speaker’s Gallery. 

On the day we discovered the public entrance, after airport-style security, is through 

Westminster Hall, with the marvellous hammer beam roof and carved angels built by 
Richard II. Although the original meeting place for Parliament in St Stephen’s Chapel, 

where the momentous Parliamentary debates took place, was destroyed in a fire in 

1834, the entrance to the Chapel would have been through Westminster Hall and we 
saw where the original door had been. Also the Hall was the venue for the trial of 

Charles I; the spot is marked with a plaque. 

Unfortunately the statue of John Hampden (left) which stands in St Stephen’s Hall was 
protected by several layers of plastic sheeting due to the renovation work on the floor. 

Our advice was to wait in the Central Lobby, where we met the other two members, Roy and Annabel Bailey. This is 

well known as the place used by T.V. commentators, and is the best place to watch the Speaker’s procession, which is 
one of the rituals of Parliament. The Speaker, proceeded by the Mace, makes his way into the H.C. Chamber to open 

proceedings. As we learned later, the Mace represents the authority of the Parliament without which the House cannot 

sit. 

The Speaker’s Gallery, where we sat, is part of the balcony of the Chamber, separate from the Public Gallery which is 

now behind a protective screen to prevent incidents such as powder and dye being thrown. 

Our seats are sometimes used by MPs so we had open access to the chamber - needless to say, the John Hampden 

Society members behaved themselves! 

It was fascinating to watch the chamber fill as the deadline for PMQs approached. The Chamber is very small and there 
are more MPs than seats (this was at the request of Winston Churchill who wanted to retain the intensity of the original 

St Stephen’s Chapel). However this means that for PMQs many MPs have to stand, and the front benches are packed 

tight. Alan Duncan sat on the steps of the Speakers chair. 

The session is very theatrical, with points being scored by both parties. Lots of noise! Fortunately the loudspeakers on 

the back of the benches help you hear. 

There were 15 tabled questions but the Speaker will allow others if there is time in the 30 minutes. This is why you see 
some MPs getting up and down to be noticed. Of course our Vice-President handled it expertly. The session was 

particularly poignant as the Deputy Speaker resigned and was given permission to address the House. 

Suddenly the session is over, and the Chamber empties as if the lunch bell had been sounded. In a few minutes only a 
score of MPs remain to carry on with the day-to-day business. Even the Public Gallery was empty and we followed 

reluctantly but rewarded ourselves with a nice lunch in the cafe next to Westminster Hall. 

A wonderful experience and an honour to see our democracy at work, and to step in the footsteps of history. Many 

thanks to our Vice-President the Speaker and to the John Hampden Society. 

Philip Storr 

The John Hampden Society is a registered charity which exists to bring together people with an interest in John 

Hampden, and to encourage wider knowledge of this great 17th century Parliamentarian, his life and times 
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BUCKS LOCAL HISTORY NETWORK CONFERENCE AND FAIR 
The organisers of this annual event managed once again to come up with an eye-catching portmanteau title. This year’s 

gathering at Dr Challoner’s Girls High School in Little Chalfont on Saturday 28th September was dedicated to Power, Money 

and the Landscape. The subject matter of the talks ranged from the Roman Villas of the Chilterns, via Waddesdon Manor and 

Hartwell House to conserving the Chilterns 1920-1950: A wonderful kaleidoscopic mixture of subjects and speakers. 

The Society has not been officially represented at the Fair for the last two years although individual members, Bob Hammond 

and Jim Rodda, have kept the flag flying. This year the Society returned in force; as well as Jim our stall was manned by 

Messrs Bailey, Barriff, Cox and Hearn, who took great pride in showing off the Society’s new pop-up banner. (see page 3) 

As in previous years several of the lecturers found it impossible to complete their expositions on arcane local history topics 

without mentioning ‘John Hampden the Patriot’ or ‘Buckinghamshire’s great hero John Hampden’. The talk by the erudite 

Richard Wheeler of the National Trust on the 18th century Great House - with special reference to Hartwell House - was 

particularly fascinating, especially as he had asked the members of the Society for some assistance beforehand! 

Sam Hearn 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

To Serve Two Masters 
 by  Jan Toms  

ISBN 978-1-85818-664-1 

Published in paperback by Caliver Books - £14.99 plus p & p 

I have just finished reading Society member Jan Toms’s book To Serve Two Masters. I 

sincerely believe this is one of the best historically accurate and entertaining biographies of the 

Civil War I have ever read. It is the life of Colonel Robert Hammond. He is perhaps best known 

to most as the reluctant jailer of Charles I. Jan, who is a native of the Isle of Wight and knows 

Carisbrooke intimately, has spent years studying Colonel Hammond. The Colonel came from 

a family divided by the war. His Uncle Thomas was General of Ordnance for Parliament while 

his Uncle Henry was a chaplain to the King and set out with a troop of horse from Penshurst to 

support him. The young Robert left University to join the Army and at a very young age became 

a professional soldier fighting in Ireland before the war began. A godson of Essex, he was Captain of his Lifeguard when only 

23. He fought in many of the battles and distinguished himself in so doing, sometimes fighting as second in command and 

very often having sole charge of sieges. Cromwell had great regard for Hammond, calling him Robin. Yet he was not afraid to 

challenge authority with his fellow Army Colonels. Considering his young age he was given increasingly difficult responsi-

bilities. The reader is given a great sense of the Civil War by Jan Toms’s narrative; never dull, for she is a novelist too under a 

different name  

It truly is fascinating and absorbing. Was it set up by the Army? Hammond’s courteous behaviour and his eventual fury when 

the well-known duplicity of Charles is revealed. Hammond’s imprisonment by the Army when he will not take orders from 

them to surrender the King; only Parliament. Cromwell continued to believe in him, so sent him as a Commissioner to 

Ireland, where he died on arrival.  

Jan Toms shows Hammond’s unflinching nature as a soldier and also his doubts, especially with Charles I. The penultimate 

chapter bears on Robert Hammond’s widow, Mary, a daughter of John Hampden and, after Hammond’s death, how with three 

young children she marries Sir John Hobart of Blickling. The book is beautifully presented with good type and a wonderful 

colour picture of pikemen of the front cover.  I doff my hat to Jan Toms.  

Bob Hammond  
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DIARY DATES 

2014 

March/April  AGM. (date  and venue 

to be announced)  

For up-to-date information, see the 

Diary page on the Society’s website at: 

www.johnhampden.org/diary.htm 

 I have neither eyes to see nor tongue to 
speak in this place … 

We are extremely grateful to Mr Speaker Bercow and his staff for arranging 

both our visit to Parliament on the 16th of September and for the places in the 

Speakers Gallery at Prime Minister’s Question Time on the 11th September.  

Although such a trip has often been discussed it is, with hindsight, remarkable 

that the Society has never organised such a visit before.   

Having braved the security checks we joined our guide, Kevin Gordon a 

retired policeman, in Westminster Hall the scene of so many historic events 

including the trial of Charles Stuart. Kevin’s enthusiasm and seemingly 

boundless knowledge swept us all along on a tour that lasted well over the 

allotted time of 85 minutes. The Victorian interior of the Palace is incredibly 

ornate and a fitting memorial to the ingenuity of its designer Pugin. We all, 

however, remarked on the contrast between the austere plainness of the 

Chamber of the House of Commons, reconstructed after WW2 bomb damage, 

and the almost gaudy ostentation of the Lords.  

Members were naturally keen to see the statue of Hampden at the head of the 

corridor leading to the Central Lobby. Our guide explained that the Hampden 

statue was within feet of the site of the door that Charles Stuart had entered in 

his attempt to arrest the Five Members. However, as luck would have it this 

area was being refurbished at the time of our visit and the statue was 

shrouded in plastic sheeting. This of course means that the Society will have 

to pay a return visit to the Palace of Westminster.   

After the official tour was over and a fortifying cup of tea had been consumed 

several members continued on to the medieval Jewel Tower across the road 

from Parliament. The permanent exhibition housed there provided an addi-

tional insight into how the Palace of Westminster had developed over the 

centuries. The boggy nature of the original site was confirmed by the massive 

old oak piles that had been carefully conserved.    

Several guests were invited along by members to make up the numbers. 

Whilst this allowed us to canvass some potential new members it is unfortu-

nate that more existing members were unable to enjoy this very special event. 

We all hope that there will be another opportunity before too long to return to 

this extraordinary place.  

Sam Hearn 

•  The picture right is of a model of the Palace of Westminster in the Jewel 

House. The dark brown section is the Palace as it was in medieval times. The 

arrow indicates St Stephen’s Chapel, where the House of Commons sat. 
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 Members of the Society and their 
guests in Westminster Hall 

This is the Society’s new promotional banner, 

unveiled at the BLHN Fair in September. The 

display rolls back into the base which is very 

compact, being about 30 inches wide and 

about 6 inches square. 
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APOLOGY 
 Mr Christopher Thompson, whose photo was included in the last edition of The Patriot, has asked that we mention that he was at 

the time of publication a Senior Research Fellow in the Humanities Research Institute of the University of Buckingham. In addition, 

he has asked that we mention that the photograph was used without his permission and against his wishes. The Editor apologises for 

any misunderstanding that may have occurred and for any distress that this may have caused Mr Thompson. The image was copied 

from the University of Buckingham website. 

THE SOCIETY’S LIBRARY 
The Trustees are pleased to announce a further gen-

erous donation of books to the Library by long 

standing member Dr Paul Hooper. Some members 

may wish to peruse an early 18th century copy of 

Clarendon’s classic work The History of the Great 

Rebellion and Civil War in England. My personal 

favourite is a copy of Lord Fairfax’s Memorials, 

originally written for members of his family but 

published after his death by his nephew Brian 

Fairfax.  

The books will be deposited with our Librarian, 

Derek Lester, from whom they can be borrowed. A 

catalogue of all the available books is available on 

the Society’s website. I would urge all members 

to review the catalogue and see if there are any that 

they might wish to read simply for pleasure or to 

consult for research purposes. The Society is happy 

to lend items to non-members, e.g. students of all 

ages. We do however require proof of identity and, 

in the case of the rarer tomes, a small deposit.    

Those members wishing to make donations to the 

Library are asked to review the existing catalogue. 

We prefer not to hold duplicate copies of books but 

are happy to try and sell books for members, and 

others, if they wish to dispose of relevant early 17th 

century and Civil War related reference material.  

Sam Hearn   
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MARCHING FOR LIBERTY 
Dressed as suffragettes and in the spirit of Hampden, that fighter for 
Liberty, a crowd of people from across Buckinghamshire and beyond 

gathered in Chesham on Saturday 3rd August.  

Australian MP Frances Bedford spoke to those who gathered in the guise 

of suffragette Muriel Matters. Honouring the memory of the many women 

- and men - who helped obtain ‘votes for women’, the crowds sang 

suffragette songs and marched to the Chesham Museum, accompanied by 

the Deputy Mayor, Mohammed Fayaz, who also gave a rousing speech. 

And ‘Muriel’ accosted by a ‘policeman’, gave a brief account of how she 

came to be arrested for having chained herself to the grille of the Ladies’ 

Gallery in the House of Commons and later chartered an early airship 

flight over London to further drive home her point. 

Miss Matters was a friend of the Wendover tax evader, Florence Hamil-
ton, who took part in the original wreath-laying at John Hampden’s statue 

in Aylesbury, which the Society celebrated last summer. 

Further details of the links between John Hampden’s memory and the 

women’s suffrage movement can be found in my book, Burning to Get the 

Vote, published this summer. This is available to order from local book-

shops in the county, from Amazon and is also available on loan in county 

libraries. 

Colin Cartwright 

CANCELLED VISIT 
The visit to Fuller’s Brewery in Chiswick coupled 

with a talk on the Civil War defences of London, 

which was to have been held on 8th November, 

had to be cancelled due to insufficient numbers. 

We hope to re-arrange it for later next year. 


