Jewel of John Hampden (Cat.51)

50.
Funerary helm of John Hampden

1643

Buckinghamshire County Museum,
AYBCM : 1992.143.1

Metal and wood: 66 height

This close-helmet, with a crest in the shape of a
dog, was probably never worn but was carried
at John Hampden's funeral in June 1643.

51.
Jewel of John Hampden
about 1642

The Bodleian Library, University of Oxford,
Library Objects 663

Cornelian set in silver; 2.94 x 2.07

This ornament, presented to the Bodleian in
1795, is said to have been worn by John
Hampden when he was killed in a skirmish with
Prince Rupert’s troops at Chalgrove Field in

June 1643.The jewel is inscribed with a couplet:

‘Against my King, | do not fight
But for my King & Kingdom’s right.
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52,

Spur of John Hampden
1630-1643

The Ashmolean Museum, Oxford

Copper alloy; 15.5 x 6.8

This spur was allegedly worn by John Hampden
at the battle at Chalgrove Field where he
received his mortal injury.

53.

Box containing a lock of hair and
a stud believed to be from John
Hampden’s coffin

Buckinghamshire County Museum,
AYBCM : 1987.1.1

Wood, glass, hair and metal; 3 x 2 x 10

In 1828 Lord Nugent, the Whig MP for
Aylesbury, decided to exhume the body of John
Hampden, in an attempt to establish the true
manner of his death. It had long been disputed
whether he had been shot in the shoulder or
whether the pair of borrowed pistols he
carried had misfired and shattered his hand.
This lock of hair and stud were supposedly
removed from the coffin at the time of the
exhumation. However, it is highly unlikely that
the correct coffin was opened. On 28 July
1828 The Times carried a report of the
exhumation and recorded that the coffin which
was opened had a lead plate so badly corroded
that the name on it could not be read.



