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The late Professor Earl Russell’s revela-
tion about John Hampden’s date of birth, 
published in 2004 in the Dictionary of 
National Biography (see The Patriot no. 
42) has meant some re-thinking among 
members of the Executive Committee. 

Lord Russell announced that the Inquisi-
tion Post Mortem on Hampden’s father 
William revealed that John was born 
around June 1595, and not in 1594, as has 
previously been accepted. The Committee 
has decided that we 
have no choice but to 
accept this piece of 
authoritative informa-
tion. This means that 
much of the Society’s 
literature, and the two 
c o m m e m o r a t i v e 
plaques at Grampound 
and Wendover, are 
inaccurate, but that is a 
fact of life. 

For this it appears 
that we can thank the egregious Lord Nu-
gent, who quoted 1594 as Hampden natal 
year in his 1832 biography. It is just one 
more piece of inaccurate information for 
which that noble Lord appears to have been 
responsible. 

Back in November I spent a day at the 
National Archives (pictured) at Kew, 
South-west London, and decided to have a 
look at the Inquisition Post Mortem in 
question, to see what else of interest it 
might reveal.  

The index ranges over a very long period 
of English history, dating back to the early 
Middle Ages and beyond the Civil War. It 
lists not only the Inquisition Post Mortem 
for William Hampden, but also the one for 
John’s grandfather Griffiths. Feeling that 
these would both be worth inspecting, I 
ordered them. 

If you haven’t been to The National 
Archives (formerly known as The Public 
Record Office) it is well worth a visit. The 
impressive building stands near to the 
Thames about half a mile from Kew 
Gardens Underground station, and, as its 
name suggests, contains most of Britain’s 
official records. 

Many of the records can be accessed 
online at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk, but to 
search in person you need a reader’s ticket. 
These are issued free and last for 3 years, 
and (thanks to modern technology) can be 
used as swipe cards. These not only get 
you through security into the search rooms, 
but allow you to check the progress of your 
order on special screens. There are plenty 
of computers to use to search for records, 
and laptops are permitted in the search 
rooms. 

My order was available 
in about 20 minutes, 
and came in the form of 
two huge leather-bound 
books, approximately 2 
feet wide by 18 inches. 

Alas, what a disap-
pointment! The records 
are written on parch-
ment (and somewhat 
tatty parchment, too), 
in Latin, and in an an-

cient script which has faded somewhat. It 
was almost impossible for me to read any 
of it, as my Latin was of the ‘amo, amas, 
amat’ variety, and many years ago at that! 
I could distinguish the words ‘Alexander 
Hampden’ and ‘Hampden magna’ in the 
document referring to William, but that 
was all. 

Nevertheless, I could see that these two 
documents would repay a study as careful 
as that obviously made by the late Conrad 
Russell. Who knows what new information 
about the Hampden family and their illus-
trious member may be hidden in there? Is 
there anyone in the Society with the skills 
to transcribe these Inquisitions, so that we 
can be privy to the information contained 
in them? 

Fortunately, the answer is yes. Lesley 
Wynne-Davies, who lives in South-East 
London, is a Friend of the National Ar-
chives and makes regular visits there. She 
has already transcribed some Hampden 
wills for the Society, and has undertaken to 
do the same with the two Inquisitions Post 
Mortem. 

We hope to publish the results of Lesley’s 
efforts in the Spring issue of The Patriot. 

Roy Bailey 

BIRTH PANGS  

 

Sam Hearn 

LUSUS PALATINI 
I recently discovered the text of Lusus 

Palatini, the verses written by John Hamp-
den and (possibly) Arthur Goodwin while 
at Magdalen College to celebrate the 
marriage of James VI’s daughter Elizabeth 
to the Elector Palatine: 

Ubi pares decore, 
Probitate, castitare 
Pares, Pares tenellis 
Annis, Sibiq: solis 
Pares honore; queis sunt 
Prænomimum uel ipsa 
Elementa, literæ; 
Ipsæ, amore 
Pari torum iugalem 
Parant, quis haud putabit 
Hoc Par iugum futurum 
Et est; diuq; perster; 
Ut surgat ind

�
 proles, 

Cui nulla terra, nulla 
Gens sit Parem datura. 

J. HAMPDEN armiger, 
�
 Coll, Magd:  

(The spell checker has just sighed.) 

The following is an approximate transla-
tion. If I have mixed up my Latin ‘f’s and 
‘s’s, I will let you know. The grammar 
checker is throwing a wobbly now! 

Where to themselves equal in noble 
bearing in integrity and chastity, equal 
in tenderness of years; equal to each 
other in honour, as in their forename 
or origins and their learning. As these 
‘equal’ with love prepare the nuptial 
couch, who will think this would be-
come a common yoke. (?burden?) 
And thus it is, and for a long time 
remains; so that thence may arise an 
offspring, to whom no nation nor race 
will be granted equality. 

J. Hampden, Knight of Magdalen Col-
lege.  

Derek Lester 

  Editor’s note: A splendid effort! No doubt 
some of the Society’s Latin scholars will 
suggest alternative translations. The only 
quibble is that ‘armiger’ should be trans-
lated as ‘gentleman’ rather than ‘knight’. 



 

 

 

 

to the Irish Council, but Charles ordered his 
arrest, forcing him to flee back to England. 

Robert’s views tended to fluctuate between 
the War party and the Middle group in the 
Commons during 1643-45, it seems he 
eventually settled with the latter. 

On 1st July 1645 he became a member of 
the joint Committee for Irish Affairs and in 
1648 was one of the four Commissioners 
sent to Scotland to negotiate in an attempt 
to delay the war further by exploiting the 
internal divisions that existed.  

He was a Presbyterian elder in his county, 
but stayed with the Independents after 1648; 
he was not excluded by Pride’s Purge, but 
did temporarily absent himself from the 
Commons after 20th December 1648 in pro-
test at Fairfax's unpredictable dealings with 
the Rump parliament. Goodwin was ap-
pointed to the Council of State on 10th Feb-
ruary 1651 and also served on the Commit-
tee for Compounding. Cromwell named him 
to the Council of Ireland on 17th August 
1654 and he served on the Committees for 
Petitions for arrears in Military Pay, 1655, 
the Advancement of Irish Manufacturing, 
1656, and Complaints of rent inequities 
from Soldiers and Adventurers, 1657. 

Goodwin was also heavily involved in 
speculating on confiscated Irish lands. On 
October 23rd 1656 Cromwell appointed him 
to examine persons accountable for Public 
Funds in Ireland. In November 1657 Good-
win was excluded from office on the Irish 
Council because of a general dissatisfaction 
with him in Ireland, however he was 
knighted in Dublin in 1658, by Henry 
Cromwell, Secretary of State for Ireland. He 
was named a Parliamentary Commissioner 
for Irish Affairs on 7th July 1659, having 
authority to assess taxes levied by parlia-
ment and to imprison ‘dangerous persons’. 

After the Restoration, Robert Goodwin 
retired to private life and died in 1681. 

•  The above information has been drawn 
mainly from the following sources: 

The Biographical Dictionary of British 
Radicals in the Seventeenth Century, 
volume ii, G-O, edited by R L Greaves & R 
Zaller. 1983. 

The Long Parliament 1640-1641 by Mary 
Freer Keeler. 1954. 

Other sources Thurloe’s State Papers Vol. 
6.  1742. 

Henry Cromwell by R W Ramsey 1933. 

Cromwelliana   1810. 

John Seal 

Robert Goodwin (circa 1601-1681) of 
Horne in Surrey was MP for East Grinstead, 
Sussex, in 1626 & 1628 and also from 24th 
December 1640 until 1653. The Goodwin 
family had for generations been linked with 
both East Grinstead and Horne. His 
grandfather, John, was granted arms in 
1597. 

Robert was the eldest son of Edwin Good-
win by his wife Susan, daughter of Richard 
Wallop of Bugbrooke in Northamptonshire. 
Edwin was among those who had opposed 
the Forced Loans of 1621 and 1625-26. The 
family were very much part of the Puritan 
element of their County. Robert entered the 
Inner Temple in 1620 and through his con-
tacts there became involved in Irish Affairs, 
in 1625 he and a friend, Tristram Beresford, 
became agents of the London Company for 
the Londonderry Plantation. In 1626 he had 
returned to England to sit as M.P for East 
Grinstead in the 1626 & 1628 parliaments.  

His father, Edwin, died in 1627. Robert 
became a Trustee in some land transactions 
for William Lord Monson in 1628 and by 
1631 had been appointed a JP for Surrey. 
He returned to Ireland as a Collector of 
Customs for the Drapers Company in Lon-
donderry and apparently sat in the Irish 
parliament of 1634 for Derry City.  It was 
also in 1634 that he married Mary, daugh-
ter of Sir John Rivers, Bart., of Chafford, 
Kent. 

In 1640, Goodwin won his place for East 
Grinstead in the Short Parliament despite 
the challenge of the Earl of Dorset’s secre-
tary John White. In the autumn he was op-
posed for his seat in the Long Parliament by 
Sir William Colepepper of Wakehurst. On 
26th November, through the House both 
were ordered to refrain from sitting, al-
though eventually Goodwin’s title to the 
seat was approved on 24th December. 

Robert Goodwin is not to be confused with 
other parliamentarians, his brother John, 
who sat for Haslemere, Surrey from 1640-
1653, or Arthur, MP for Chipping Wy-
combe (1621&1624), Aylesbury (1626) and 
in the 1640 parliaments for Buckingham-
shire. There was also the Royalist Ralph 
Goodwin, who sat for Ludlow. 

Robert served on the Committees for Ton-
nage and Poundage, The Secular activities 
of the Clergy, Subsidies and for the Im-
peachment of Secretary Windebank. He 
supported the London Petition opposing 
Episcopacy in October 1641 and was highly 
involved in the campaign against Charles’ 
‘evil counsellors’. 

In 1642 he and Robert Reynolds were sent 
to Dublin to present the parliamentary cause 
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A MYSTERY (SOLVED) 
Following the publication in the last issue of the mysterious letter from Rob. Goodwin, 

both John Seal and Dr Paul Hooper weighed in with information. John’s article follows. 

Dr Paul Hooper has pointed out that ‘Mr Natha: ffrinas??’ is obviously Nathaniel 
Fiennes, but can offer no clue to the meaning of relinctation. 

Can anyone? 

CATCH THEM YOUNG 
Since its inception the Society has tried to 

spread its message to children as well as 
adults. This has been a particular feature of 
our campaigns to erect memorial plaques. 
If the seeds of interest are not planted in 
the minds of the young our Society will 
not have a long term future and we will 
have failed in our objective of keeping the 
memory of John Hampden forever green. 

The Executive Committee has often dis-
cussed how this can best be done but at the 
end of the day our efforts have been con-
centrated on more conventional areas of 
activity such as publishing the newsletter, 
giving talks to adult audiences and organ-
ising annual events such as the AGM and 
the dinner. As a small Society relying on 
the commitment of volunteers the task of 
taking the story of John Hampden to a 
younger audience has seemed quite daunt-
ing. 

We have agreed, as a Committee, that this 
is an area in which we lack expertise and 
we need to appeal to the whole member-
ship and even beyond for assistance. We 
would be particularly interested to hear 
from anyone prepared to help us establish 
meaningful contacts with schools and de-
velop a practical and effective way of 
reaching out to those involved in full time 
education.    

One way forward, which we have 
discussed, would be to establish an an-
nual award scheme for projects or essays 
connected in some way with John 
Hampden. The Society could provide re-
sources such as speakers and our travelling 
exhibition to interested schools. The 
results could be displayed in local libraries 
and museums, and published in The 
Patriot. 

If you are willing and able to help us take 
this or similar ideas forward then please 
contact the Hon. Secretary on 01494 
562279 or secretary@johnhampden.org 

  

 

THAME 
OXFORDSHIRE 

OX9 2BW 
TELEPHONE (01844) 213661 

 
ACCOMODATION, RESTAURANT 

& BANQUETING  



THAME MUSEUM 
The new Thame Museum looks set to open 

on time in April 2006. 

Prior to the November meeting, several 
members of the Society’s Executive Com-
mittee were given the opportunity to inspect 
the building, and to see how the work is 
progressing.  

The Museum is housed in the former 
Magistrates Court (above) which, being 
redundant, was purchased by Thame Town 
Council and is being leased to the independ-
ent Thame Museum Trust. This was set up in 
February 2004, and among the five trustees 
are committee member Maurice Kirtland 
(below, right) and former Society member 
Rosalie Gibson (below, centre), both repre-
senting Thame Historical Society. The other 
members are two Thame town councillors 
and a solicitor. 

The town council has made a successful 
application to South Oxfordshire District 
Council for a grant of £165,000 in order to 
convert the old courthouse, which is a listed 
building, and the Trust is also raising funds. 

Needless to say, John Hampden will be well 
represented in the new Museum. The build-
ing will contain a number of different areas, 
but the main display room, the walls of 
which are composed of 12 tall arched re-
cesses, will take visitors through the broad 
sweep of the history of the town, and will 
have a large section devoted to the Patriot. 
Among the exhibits will be the plaque which 
was purchased in 2004. 

Members of the committee have already 
made some input to the exhibition, and it is 
anticipated that more collaboration will be 
required. If you are within striking distance 
of Thame, and would like to make a contri-
bution, either monetary or practical, write to: 

Thame Museum Trust 
c/o 33 Towersey Drive 
Thame 
Oxon OX9 3NR 

or e-mail museum@thamehistory.net 

The Museum also has an excellent website 
at www.thamemuseum.org/  

 

 

 
DIARY DATES 

2006 
Monday 17th January. A talk to 

Calvert Green WI by the Society’s 
Patron, the Earl of Buckinghamshire, on 
the influence of the Hobarts and 
Hampdens since the 15th century. To be 
held at the Community Centre, Calvert 
Green, Aylesbury. 

Wednesday 8th March. An illustrated 
talk on John Hampden to Cherwell 
University of the Third Age at St. 
Columba’s Hall, Alfred Street, Oxford, 
commencing at 2 pm. 

Wednesday 19th April.   An illustrated 
talk on John Hampden to Olney and 
District Historical Society at the Olney 
Centre, Olney, Bucks, commencing at 
7.30 pm.. 

Sunday 23rd April.  (date to be 
confirmed) The Society’s Annual 
General meeting to be held at Hampton 
Court Palace, commencing at 2.30 pm.  

All meetings commence at 8 pm, unless 
otherwise stated. 
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Is Your Life Complex? 

 
The Special Risks Bureau has been 
created to help those who might find 
obtaining life assurance diff icult by 
virtue of a previous medical condition, 
hazardous pursuits or occupations or 
expatriate residency. 
 

Special Risks Bureau Ltd 
46a Duke Street 

Chelmsford 
CM1 1JA 

Tel: 01245 491417 
See www.specialrisksbureau.com 

 
Special Risks Bureau Ltd is an 

appointed representative of Johnston 
Financial Services Ltd who are 

Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority 

 

MEMBERS’ PAGE 
The many sophisticated facilities available 

to the Society on its website hosting package 
include the ability to produce a members’ 
page. 

This would be a password-protected site 
where members of the Society could ex-
change views and information and where the 
Executive Committee could post news. Such 
a page would be web-based; you would have 
to log on to the internet and access the site, 
rather than automatically receive e-mails to 
your computer’s mailbox. 

There are a number of ways of doing this; 
none of which I fully understand at present, 
but I am following the learning curve. One 
possibility is something along the lines of the 
website set up in my village -  have a look at 
www.greatshefford.org.uk. This incorporates 
a forum, a diary, and all sorts of different 
facilities, but seems to me to be excessive for 
our requirements. 

The Committee needs to know what mem-
bers would like from a dedicated private 
page, so please send your thoughts to me at 
the address below. In the meantime, in order 
that we can keep in touch quickly and effi-
ciently when necessary, we need to keep the 
list of members’ e-mail addresses up to date. 
Just send a blank e-mail to Membership 
Secretary Liz Morris at: 
membership@johnhampden.org with 
‘Update’ in the Subject line. 

Then when we get the members’ page up 
and running we can inform you straightaway. 

Roy Bailey  

 
 

• Planning ahead? 
• Reviewing the areas where 

you need advice? 
• Talk to us!  We offer a personal,  

local source for :- 
- Strategic planning 
- Wealth management / plan-

ning 
- Tax planning 
- Audit and accountancy 
- Outsourced accounting 
- Payroll & HR 
- VAT returns & planning 
- Equipment finance 

• Contact Helen Johns now and ask 
for a free consultation: 
E-mail: hjohns@hwca.com or  

Telephone: 01494 452921 

Haines Watts, Sterling House 

5 Buckingham Place, Bellfield Road West     
High Wycombe, Bucks, HP13 5HQ 

www.hwca.com/highwycombe 

Thame Museum Trust 

Thame Museum Trust 
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In this second of two articles it is time to 
put the record straight: Hampden was not 
an investor or ‘adventurer’ in the Provi-
dence Island Company. Historian C.V. 
Wedgwood was misinformed, although her 
confusion and that of other historians is 
understandable. Many of Hampden’s close 
political associates did invest in the Com-
pany and he was involved in important 
Company business on at least one occasion. 

Investors in the Company included; John 
Pym, the Company’s Secretary, Sir Thomas 
Barrington MP, a cousin of both Hampden 
and Cromwell, William Fiennes MP (Lord 
Saye and Sele), Robert Greville MP (Lord 
Brooke), Edward Montague MP (Lord 
Mandeville and subsequently Earl of Man-
chester), Robert Rich MP (Earl of War-
wick), his brother Henry Rich MP (Earl of 
Holland), and Oliver St John MP.  

The final years of Elizabeth Ist’s reign and 
the reigns of the first Stuart Kings saw sev-
eral attempts to establish English colonies 
on the east coast of North America and in 
the Caribbean. Newfoundland, begun in 
1583, remained just an outpost for fisher-
men; Drake’s Roanoke Colony of 1587 
vanished without a trace; the Sagadoc Col-
ony founded in 1607 failed in less than a 
year. In 1624 the Jamestown Settlement, 
having struggled to survive, had its charter 
revoked and become a Royal Colony. Bar-
bados was first settled in 1626.  

By 1630 Bermuda (Somers Island) was 
firmly established but there were fears that 
its fertility would soon be exhausted. The 
Governor of Bermuda, Philip Bell, chose to 
accept the post of Governor of Providence 
Island arriving with the first party of set-
tlers on Christmas Eve 1629.  

Two puritan inspired colonies were estab-
lished in 1630. Their founders had learnt 
from the earlier failures and were deter-
mined to make a success of a form of colo-
nisation that relied on the application of 
strict religious principles by godly men and 
women. In just over a decade one, The 
Providence Island Company, would fail 
utterly, whilst the other, the Massachusetts 
Bay Company, would survive and prosper. 

C.V. Wedgwood and others have sug-
gested that The Providence Island Com-
pany served as little more than a cover for 
meetings of a pre-existing opposition 
group. This idea however attributes a re-
markable degree of foresight to the inves-
tors in the Providence Island Company. It 
also ignores the scale of the investment and 
the settlers and supplies sent out to sustain 
the colony. In reality few people could 
have anticipated in 1630 the events that 
would unfold across the British Isles in the 
1640s.  

However those investing in and running 
the London end of the Company stand out 
as an organised and well-connected group 
whose members were out of step with Eng-
land’s ruling elite in the 1630s.  It is hard to 
deny that involvement in the Company’s 
affairs created strong working relationships 
between men who would later become the 

leaders of the Short and Long Parliaments 
and active participants in the Civil War.   

Several reasons have been advanced as to 
why Hampden did not invest in the Com-
pany: It is possible that although he sympa-
thised with its objectives he did not have 
sufficient faith in its prospects to actually 
put money into the enterprise. Perhaps 
more prosaically he was living up to his 
income and had no spare resources for a 
speculative venture. Lord Russell’s biogra-
phy of Hampden in the latest Dictionary of 
National Biography suggests that he was 
by no means as wealthy as has sometimes 
been assumed.  

It is also possible that Hampden was hus-
banding his resources for another purpose, 
such as providing his daughters with 
substantial dowries or investing in an 
alternative project, for example the settle-
ment on the Connecticut River. Many be-
lieve the story that he and Cromwell 
planned to emigrate to New England in the 
1630s. Several of the investors in the Provi-
dence Island Company were heavily in-
volved in Connecticut and elsewhere in 
New England. 

Hampden’s involvement with the Com-
pany appears from the documentary evi-
dence to have been limited to acting as 
arbitrator on its behalf in its dispute with 
the first Governor, Captain Philip Bell. On 
his return to England in 1637 Bell had de-
manded recompense for his years of service 
but agreement could not be reached on how 
this should be calculated. In the event Bell 
refused to accept the decision of the arbitra-
tors and petitioned the King to refer the 
matter to the Lord Keeper, Sir Thomas 
Coventry. It is not clear if the dispute was 
ever resolved. 

That the Company’s Committee, and 
Captain Bell, were prepared to accept 
Hampden as an arbitrator indicates that he 
was known to and respected by both par-
ties. It is interesting that while Hampden 
was reviewing the evidence in this case one 
of the investors in the Company, Oliver St. 
John, was acting as his principal lawyer in 
the Ship Money Trial.   

The English settlement on Providence 
Island came to end on May 24th 1641 when 
the Spanish General Pimienta, acting on 
direct Royal orders, landed a force of 1,400 
soldiers and overwhelmed the inhabitants. 
He found the fortifications impressive and 
commented favourably on the courage of 
the force of English and Africans (slaves!) 
who had run to confront his men.  

The Spanish had acted to forestall the 
arrival of further settlers from New Eng-
land and to bring to an end the depredations 
of pirates based on the Island. The records 
show that 381 slaves were taken from the 
Island and sold at Porto Bello and Cart-
agena. Rather sportingly Pimienta shipped 
the 350 surviving Englishmen back to 
Cadiz. Many arrived home just in time to 
fight in the Civil War - but that is another 
story. 

Sam Hearn 

JOHN HAMPDEN AND THE PROVIDENCE ISLAND  
COMPANY - Part 2 

(continued from The Patriot  no. 42) 

THE HAMPDENS AND 
HAMPTON 

This year’s Annual General Meeting 
will be held at Hampton Court Palace, 
probably on Sunday 23rd April (see Diary 
Dates). Full details will be sent out 
nearer the time. The website Diary will 
carry the most up-to-date information. 

The Palace played a significant part in 
the lives of several of the Patriot’s ances-
tors and descendants. It is hoped that 
following the AGM there will be talk 
outlining some of these links and in 
particular the story of Sybil Penn (née 
Hampden), dry nurse of Edward VI and 
Lady of the Bedchamber to Elizabeth I.  

Furthermore, only a few miles from 
Hampton Court is Marble Hill House, 
Twickenham (above), former home of 
John Hampden’s great-granddaughter 
Henrietta Howard, Countess of Suffolk, 
and now owned by English Heritage. 

The Society has established contact with 
Dr Tracy Borman, Director of Learning 
at English Heritage, who is writing a 
biography of Henrietta, to be published 
in 2006.  

Dr Borman described Henrietta in a 
recent article as an eighteenth century ‘It’ 
girl. Her long life can best be described 
as eventful. She was the mistress of 
George II when he was Prince of Wales, 
and is said to be the subject of the ballad, 
Sweet Lass of Richmond Hill. 

 A large portrait of Henrietta, formerly 
in the ownership of our Chairman, Lord 
Hollenden, hangs in Marble Hill House. 
Our Patron, the Earl of Buckinghamshire, 
is a descendant of Henrietta’s brother, the 
first Earl.  

Dr Borman is well aware of the 
Hampden connection and is surprised 
that historians have previously ignored it 
in the earlier  accounts of Henrietta. 

In view of its proximity to Hampton 
Court, members might like to consider 
visiting Marble Hill House on the day of 
the AGM to see Henrietta’s portrait. The 
house will be open from 10 am to 5 pm. 

A chance to make the acquaintance of 
two members of the distaff side of  the 
Hampden family in one day. 

English Heritage 


