
 

 

 

 

THE PATRIOTTHE PATRIOT  
Newsletter of the John Hampden Society 

No. 66 - Spring 2011 

The John Hampden Society is a registered charity which exists to bring together people with an interest in John 

Hampden, and to encourage wider knowledge of this great 17th century Parliamentarian, his life and times 

CHALGROVE - A WINDOW ON THE PAST 
The names of Hampden and Chalgrove have been so inextricably connected since that fatal day in June 1643 that it 

seems strange that the village has not hosted an AGM of the Society before. This oversight was corrected in style on 

Saturday 8th April when the 2011 annual meeting was held at Chalgrove Village Hall.  The Society heard reports 
summarising the events of another successful year from the Chairman, Sam Hearn, and the Treasurer, Derek Lester. The 

Honorary Secretary, Anthea Coles, read the report of the Membership Secretary, Roger Paynter. On the advice of his 

doctor Roger had decided not to attempt the journey from Cornwall.  

The Chairman thanked those who had made last year’s events such as 

the visits to Chalgrove, Hampden House and Mansfield College such a 

success. He noted however that the Society as always relied on the ef-
forts of a small number of active members none of whom are, as the say-

ing goes, getting any younger. Maurice Kirtland has decided that the 

time is right for him to stand down from the Executive Committee. The 

Chairman thanked him for his many years of dedicated and unstinting 
service to the Society. Brian Cox, a longstanding member, was elected 

in Maurice’s place. All other members of the Committee agreed to stand 

again and were re-elected unanimously.  

Apologies for absence were reported by the Honorary Secretary. The 

meeting concluded that even when the AGM was advertised well in ad-

vance a large number of members would for various reasons always 
be unable to attend. At the request of two members the speakers at 

the meeting made use of a microphone. This practice will be repeated 

at future events. 

Before the meeting several members took advantage of the offers of a 
guided tour of the medieval wall paintings in Chalgrove’s church and a 

visit to the battlefield monument. The enthusiasm of our guide, Bob 

Heath Whyte, for the wall paintings was infectious. Members were 
impressed by the layers of meanings hidden in the ghostly pictures and 

the detective work involved in filling in the gaps where images have 

been lost. Some were surprised that the paintings had been lost from 

view under layers of whitewash less than a hundred years before 
John Hampden’s untimely death. At the battlefield monument it was 

both surprising and gratifying to discover that several members were 

visiting the site for the first time.     

Thanks are due to Derek and Gill Lester who ensured that the day’s 

events ran smoothly. Pevsner refers dismissively to ‘the once attrac-

tive village of Chalgrove’. Clearly he did not visit the village on a 
balmy spring day in the company of members of the Society. Nor, I 

suspect, did he partake of Gill’s lemon drizzle cake or the hospitality to 

be found at the Red Lion pub. 

The Society wishes Roger Paynter, his wife Pat and Jim Rodda swift 
recoveries from their illnesses. 

Sam Hearn 
All pictures on pages 1 & 2 by Brian Cox, 

except where stated. 

Anthea Coles 



 

 

 

 

 

Was Chalgrove a Battle or  

Skirmish? 
Nugent describes Chalgrove as a skirmish and in 17th century 

documents reference is made to it being a fight; these terms were 

correct at the time of writing; the enormity of the Battle not 

realised until after the reports were written. In academic terms 

having over a 1,000 cavalry on each side engaging in combat for 

around an hour was unique; Chalgrove may still have that status. 

It was not a battle in the sense of Edgehill, Naseby or Marston 

Moor, but Chalgrove’s magnitude lay in what Parliament lost. 

Essex did his best to write off Chalgrove, stating in his letters to 

Parliament the day after the Battle, ‘and notwithstanding the 

inequality of the numbers, we having not above 300 Horse; our 
men charged them very gallantly’. Such was Essex’s embarrass-

ment over the Battle he never ever mentioned or wrote the word 

Chalgrove. 

It is this interpretation of the Battle that condemns Chalgrove to 

being a skirmish; a story that Gill and I want to firmly lay to rest. 

This is the story that is currently held by English Heritage et 
al, but with embellishments, and it needs changing. 

John Hampden, Essex’s second in command, mortally 

wounded; Major John Gunter killed and many other good men 

killed, wounded or taken prisoner at Chalgrove. The Mercurius 
Aulicus states of Chalgrove, ‘100 killed here in this place,’ it 

could just be true! Two billets, Chinnor and Postcombe, ran-

sacked and relieved of their horses and weapons of war. 

At Chinnor more than 50 officers and men were slain, 120 

prisoners and six Standards taken, including three belonging to 

the Earl of Essex and another three belonging to Sir Samuel 

Luke’s Regiment. They were flaunted throughout Oxford, on 

Prince Rupert’s return. With his Standards publicly drawn 

through the dusty streets and trampled on by common soldiers, 

Essex could no longer hide his incompetence. 

Two weeks after Chalgrove continuing criticism from his 

fellow officers prompted him to angrily tender his resignation to 

Parliament, but it was declined. No longer having the confidence 

of his officers, barring Gloucester, defeat followed defeat. The 

Battle of Lostwithiel in August 1644 (or could this be in Essex’s 

case ‘lost with hell’) was his final humiliation. He resigned his 

Commission on the 2nd April 1645, but it was his disaster at 

Chalgrove that hammered home the first nail in his coffin. 

The Battle of Chalgrove may not have the prestige of Naseby or 

Marston Moor, but John Hampden’s mortal wounding is reason 

enough to venerate the Battle. His name, reputation and political 

exemplar have carried to America, New Zealand and Australia. 

Even before the American War of Independence, John Hamp-

den’s name was being used in political argument, already read in 

‘No Taxation Without Representation’. 

In 1775 Hampden-Sydney College, named by Patrick Henry, 

opened its doors. There are 9 towns called Hampden in America 

and others are around the world. That’s the importance of the 

Battle of Chalgrove: Hampden’s continuing representation in 

America and here in the UK. Let us not forget that Hampden 

died for the cause of Constitutional Monarchy.  

Your comments and questions regarding the above to the Editor 

are encouraged. 

Derek Lester 

Another wall painting (left) 
Photo by Steve Barriff 

Plaque depicting John 

Hampden  on the Chalgrove 
Monument (below) 

Church of St. Mary, Chalgrove. 



 

 

 

 
DIARY DATES 

2011 

Thursday 19 May 

E x e c u t i ve  C om m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  
commencing at 7 pm. at The Black Lion, 
Woodlands Drive, Naphill, HP14 4SH. 

Saturday 18 June  

The Society’s Annual Dinner at The Spread 
Eagle Hotel in Thame. Meet 6.45, talk 
commencing at 7.00, dinner served at 7.30. 

Thursday 8 September  

A talk to the John Hampden Probus Club at 
Weston Turville Golf Club, New Road, 
Weston Turville, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 
5QT, commencing at 1 pm. Further details 
from 01296 614843  

All meetings commence at 8 pm, unless 
otherwise stated. 

For up-to-date information, see the Diary 
page on the Society’s website at: 

www.johnhampden.org/diary.htm 
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The John Hampden Society 

Little Hampden, Cryers Hill 

High Wycombe, Bucks HP15 6JS 

Tel: 07543 054335 
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Registered charity no. 1098314 

Printed by Sarsen Press 
22 Hyde Street, Winchester, SO23 7DR 

Tel: 01962 854281 
Email: info@sarsenpress.com 

GRAHAM BARFIELD 
It is with great sadness that the Society  
learned of the death of Graham Barfield on 
Monday 25th April. 

Graham was a longstanding, loyal and 
enthusiastic member of the Society. He 
was the driving force behind several 
memorable events for the Society, notably 
the unveiling of the plaques at Grampound 
in 2001 and Wendover in 2003. The Society 
has lost a valuable member and a good 
friend. 

A celebration of Graham’s life will be held at 
The Old Assembly Rooms, Red Lion 
Hotel, Wirksworth, Derbys on Monday 9th 
May at 11.45am. 

A full obituary will be included in the 
Summer edition of The Patriot. 

WILLIAM NOY MP (1577 – 1634)  

THE SHIP MONEY MASTERMIND  

 Whilst browsing through Fred Turner’s History and Antiquities of Brentford I 

chanced upon these pictures of William Noy MP and his house in Brentford. It 

was on Noy’s advice that Ship Money was reintroduced. He was therefore 

indirectly responsible for Hampden’s refusal to pay the tax and for the Civil War 

itself. Happily for him he was already long dead before the devastating siege of 

Brentford in 1642. 

 Noy was a Cornishman born on the family estate of Pendrea at St Buryan in the 
far west of the county. He attended Exeter College Oxford and like his fellow 

West Country jurist, William Hakewill, he left without taking his degree.  

Hakewill, Hampden’s friend, was just three years Noy’s senior and their paths 

must have often crossed as they built up their legal practices and developed their 

political careers. Noy entered Lincoln’s Inn in 1594. Hakewill become a member 

of the same Inn in 1598. 

 From 1603 until his death Noy was elected to every parliament, with one excep-

tion. He always sat for a constituency in his native county. From 1603 - 1614 he 

served as one of Grampound’s MPs and was therefore Hampden’s immediate 

predecessor in the seat. He sat for Fowey from 1623 - 1625 and for Helston from 

1627 -1631. Noy was closely allied with Sir John Eliot, another of Hampden’s 
friends. For many years he was a prominent member of the group of MPs 

opposed to the government of Charles I.  

 However during the eleven years tyranny Noy had a change of heart and in 1631 

he was appointed Attorney General. His prodigious constitutional learning, 

like that of Hakewill, was acknowledged by even his political opponents. He 

specialised in the revival of long forgotten taxes. These were needed to raise 

money to fund the King's massive and ever increasing debts.  

 Noy suffered from ‘the stone’ and died in great pain in August 1634. He was 

buried at Brentford where he owned a house (see picture). Brentford with its 

good transport links would have provided him with reasonably-priced accommo-

dation in easy striking distance of Westminster and the Law Courts, and the King 

at Richmond, Hampton Court and Windsor. His principal works were both 
published posthumously: On the Grounds and Maxims of the Laws of this 

Kingdom (1641) and The Compleat Lawyer (1661) 

Sam Hearn 

Editors: Anthea Coles & Roy BaileyEditors: Anthea Coles & Roy Bailey  

http://www.club-noticeboard.com/westonturville/
http://www.sarsenpress.com/contact.cfm


 

 

 

 

our pictures show, the embellishments 

include the mottos, Bee inn this place 

peace and grace and God with us. The 
spelling is somewhat quirky and the letter 

Ns are reversed, suggesting that, if genu-

ine 17th century, it was carved by some-

one less than literate. We also considered 

the possibility that someone much later on 

had been at great lengths to produce a 

good fake. The only way to find out 

would be by means of a carbon dating 

test. 

Mr & Mrs Smith informed us that they 

had been in touch with the Earl of Buck-

inghamshire’s estate to see if they knew 

anything about it. We realised that they 

actually meant Lord Hollenden, owner of 

the Hampden Estate, and were surprised 

to learn that the agent, Swyn Parker 

Jarvis, lives nearby. Apparently he di-

vides his week between his Suffolk home 
and Great Hampden and, surprise, was at 

home. A quick phone call brought him 

to us and we had a long and interesting 

discussion with him - or rather Annabel 

did as I was busy with the photography. 

It appears that there was an inventory 

made of all the contents of Hampden 

House for a sale in 1936, and so Swyn 

agreed to liaise with Ian Hollenden and 

find out if the cabinet was listed. Sadly, it 

wasn’t. 

The Smiths were intrigued by the date 

‘1623’ and wondered at its significance. It 

was unlikely to have been a wedding gift 

as the date doesn’t fit, and we went away 

with the matter unresolved. It wasn’t until 

a month later that a possible answer 
struck me.  

Some years ago I found an 

entry in the parish registers of 

Fritwell, Oxfordshire, of a 

Jonh (sic), son of Mr Jonh 

Hampden, born October 23 

1623, which I am convinced 

refers to John Hampden’s 

eldest son John. All the re-

cords hitherto stated that he 

was born in 1621, which 

would have made him older 
than his sister Elizabeth. 

If the cabinet is genuine, perhaps it 

was commissioned to celebrate the birth 

of an heir, who would have been of more 

significance in those days than a daughter. 

And don’t forget that, in the 17th century, 

the year ended at the end of March, so 

there would have been 5 months to com-

mission and start work on such a piece. 

Even if genuine and a former possession 

of John Hampden’s, there is one factor 
which may affect the cabinet’s value. It 

originally had four ball feet, but Mr 

Smith’s late father-in-law removed them 

so that it would fit into his old, low-

beamed farmhouse. 

Roy Bailey 

  As it is impossible to include all the 

detailed pictures here, the full set is 

available on the Society’s website at: 

www.johnhampden.org/archives/cabinet.pdf  

In November last year the Society was 

contacted by a resident of Suffolk asking 

our advice about a piece of furniture in his 
possession. (We shall refer to him as John 

Smith for security purposes.) The photos 

he sent us showed this to be a large oak 

cabinet, about 7 feet tall and 4 feet wide, 

(pictured far right) with the names and 

initials of John Hampden and Elizabeth 

Symeon, the Hampden coat of arms, the 

date 1623, and other inscriptions and em-

blems carved on it. Intriguing, to say the 

least! 

Mr Smith had inherited this 

from his father-in-law who 
had purchased it at a sale in 

Ely about 30 years ago, and 

he was not only curious to 

know if it had actually be-

longed to John Hampden, 

but also needed to know its 

value for insurance purposes. 

As rather more detailed pic-

tures were necessary for this 

and for inclusion in The Pa-

triot, I undertook to visit Mr Smith at the 
end of  a short break in the Midlands in 

mid-December and photograph this arte-

fact. Unfortunately, the morning of our 

intended journey promised heavy snow, 

so we wisely came home, but made the 

journey later on in early January. 

The Smiths use the cabinet as a drinks 

cupboard but had kindly emptied it and 

made plenty of space for photography. It 

proved to be a most imposing piece, 

richly carved with decorations as Mr 

Smith had described and much more. As 

 

GENUINE ARTICLE OR CLEVER FAKE? 


