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The John Hampden Society is a registered charity which ests to bring together people with an interest in John
Hampden, and to encourage wider knowledge of this great 17tentury Parliamentarian, his life and times

ANNUAL DINNER 2007

The Annual Dinner held at the Spread Eagle at Tham238 June
was well attended, with 30 members making the journey. flmis-
ber allowed the use of a single table which was setjuiteé magnifi-
cently, with fine floral displays saved from Sarah and RhaBar-
rington’s Silver Wedding Party the day befosdter drinks we sat
down to what all agreed was a splendid meal. The meal anw
toasts proposed by Roy Bailey to the Queen and to thietPawohn
Hampden, our speaker Dr Paul Hooper was introduced by the Vice
Chairman. Paul of course needs no introduction as sucte lsenés
one of our long-standing members and he regularly mialeediffi-
cult journey from the Isle of Wight to attend Societgdfings. On
this occasion he brought his wife Elizabeth, and aseslmyed the
occasion, she told us she will come again.

Paul has already written a fine history of the IsléeAdght from
1640-1660, which is a very descriptive and readable accotinosé ‘dangerous times’ on the
Island and shows how just one part of
our country was affected by the War. Hgg
has also just completedbhn Hampden
in the Short Parliament, 1640. This
work has taken 2 years to complete, a
formed the substance of his talk.

The talk commenced, taking as a sta
ing point the last days of the 1629 Pa
liament, which Paul described in a wa|
of great reality, to remind us of the gred
emotions in the House of Commons #%
that time. He then passed on to the opg
ing of the Short Parliament, which met "
on the 14 April 1640, describing in
chronological sequence the proceedings until the Housalisssived by the King on thé"5
May 1640. In so doing he showed the great influence that Halhmp-
den had in this Parliament and the way in which he nmastded the
due weight which should be given to each grievance somsvent any
one issue from disrupting the gathering challenge whichbessg made
to the King, the King’s supporters and the Church. Paussitethe way
that Hampden, in a modern parlance, kept the House ‘fdcusethe
same time he stressed the way Hampden jealously guareeidrireof
speech, in the House and his stubborn refusal to acceiireth of in-
fringement of its prerogatives especially from the HoofLords.

Dr. Hooper has translated the documents availablasdo read in the
language of our time, and we are greatly indebted to tirth&t. At the
end of a comprehensive and illuminating talk our Pathen Earl of
Buckinghamshire thanked Dr Hooper and this brought a readsegepl
from the Society Memberddiles also thanked our Hosts Sarah and
David Barrington for their hospitality, with whictve all heartily




JOHN HAMPDEN'S CONTROL OVER THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

Liz Morris, our late Membership Secre- At the commencement of the Parliameriouse declared full confidence in their
tary, did me the compliment of asking menly a minority of Members supported theolleague; “which was done unanimously”
to repeat a talk, which some years agdCburt Party and, therefore, the King. Ilwrote Holland. Hampden had taken an
gave at an AGM. Out of respect to Liz | dwas a time of great optimism amongsipposite position to Pym and had carried a
that now. As so often happens | have mistembers. They had returned to Parliamehtouse previously hostile, to a unanimous

laid the notes, but | remember the contenletermined to assert its Rightand to vote in Holland’s favour.

Also | have taken the opportunity to insettle many issues both secular an
clude another debate, which strengtheraligious There was a great feeling thi§

my proposition. That is, the control Johwas the beginning of a new dawn.
Hampden had over Parliament during
1640 — 1643, was greater, | believe, th
any member has had before or since. Eg
debate recounted also demonstrates Ha
den’s generous spirit and fair-mindednes
as well as his consummate political skill.

The first episode | relate is taken fro
our member, Dr Paul HooperHistory of
The Short Parliament, which we have just
published. John Adair also noted this sto
in The Patriot.

‘On the 2% April, 1640, a member, Wil-
liam Dell, who was MP for St. Ives an(
Secretary to the Archbishop of Canterbu
talked in a debate on Convocation. Df
said he perceived the house very jealous
innovations in Religion, but they had n
great cause for it, he wondered to hea
member of the House say that the churc
beyond the sea were about to forsake u
because we did forsake our religion. Py
said the words were foul and wanted
know who he was quoting. When Dell sai
he was quoting Pym himself the house w
in uproar and was inclined to have Mr De
to the Bar and make his recognition.

Thomas Wentworth, Earl of
Strafford

Said Hampden, “The words are not to isthers made.
conceived by him alone but by some man
else (i.e. Archbishop Laud) If explained hﬁ
may excuse himself, but it lies still on th
members.... in respect he was never her,
before. If he by vote of the House be satigl-
fied in his judgement that he was mi%
taken, he may declare so and ask for fcgé
giveness”. So Dell was saved by Hamps
den, ‘who stood by his friend’ (Dell ). Hey
made his apology from the floor of th
House and Pym took his acknowledg%-ome
ment of sorrow.

In spite of his speech, with

extensively from him.

@

8ir John Holland made a speech in whi
strongly condemned the extensions
Royal Prerogative and the usurping pre
tes, of the increase in Roman Catholicis
Rd especially Jesuit activity, of the over-On the 18 April the House debated
ealous activities of some councillors ofvhether to continue with the trial for Im-
state. His speech was in line with manyeachment at the same time. There was a

ords about the Catholics and thei
riests, there were still those who regard
Blland with suspicion. Pym gave expres-
on to his view by moving that all thosdanner.
ho had married recusants should cease &8

Deputy Lieutenants of their countied
this Holland rose and “admitted th
?isaﬁection of my wife in point of relig-
on’, bgte g;?;eztggnhﬁa%vgra ézyﬂtg\-/egﬂte%? us to go by the bill" he argued. “Our
since Holland had dealt “so frankly an

The second story occurred during tiegenuously” with the House, he shoul
Long Parliament, which assembled on tig@ntinue as a Deputy Lieutenant, to whi
3 November 1640. It concerned Sir JoHhe House agreed by vote. However t
Holland, a Norfolk Member, who alone ofnatter was presently raised again, and §
the Members from that part of the Countrtpis occasion Holland made a long
appears with any prominence in the eardpeech, “In spite of his own best endea
debates. | must give credit here to the greatrs he had been unable to change
Norfolk historian R.W.Ketton-Cremer. Hiswife’s mind. He himself was faithful to the
description of the effect of the Civil WarChurch of England. The children howeve?
on families in Norfolk/Suffolk is totally were of his Faith”. Once again the gene
absorbing and not to be missed. | quots-minded Hampden used his influenc
in Holland’s favour. On his proposition the

dThe third example also occurred during
he Long Parliament. It concerned the Earl
of Strafford, Charles I's powerful lord
lieutenant of Ireland, and an autocrat who
schemed to deny Parliament assuming its
true role. Parliament being aware of this,
Strafford was impeached by Pym at the
Bar of the House of Lords on "t Novem-

ber 1640. He was the quarry that Parlia-
ment most wanted to remove.

On 229 March the great trial of Strafford
opened in Westminster Hall. By the™0
April, after a strong and emotive defence
of his actions by Strafford, there was a
concern in the Commons that he might
escape impeachment. Because of this the
House decided to bring in a Bill of Attain-
der against Strafford, which essentially, if
passed, would be a sentence of death
against him. To quote here from Drinkwa-
ter ‘...a strong body of Puritan members in
the Commons moved that the issue should

e already constituted tribunal, but that a
il of Attainder should be brought in
ﬁgainst Strafford.’

@ot be allowed to depend upon verdict of

strong body in the House who wanted now

its harslrwo rely solely on the Bill of Attainder.

lr-|owever this conflicted with John Hamp-
n’'s sense of fairness and also his desire
0 see that Parliament acted in a lawful

qguote here from our President, John
air’s excellent and comprehensive biog-
aphy, ‘Sir Ralph Verney noted that
ampden alone spoke for continuing with
the trial “the Bill now depending does not

bunsel has been hearfgrgo, in justice

Jve must hear his” ....... his reasoning pre-
cQz{ailed, and Strafford’s counsel spoke in
h

estminster Hall the following day'. Of
urse there were many other occasions

awhen Hampden controlled the Commons,
\§_uch as on the passing of Great Remon-

{rance. I have picked these three episodes
0 show his well known generosity of
pirit, his determination that justice should
Ip_revail, which he spoke of in the case of
%traﬁord, his concern that the House

continued on page 3



continued from page 2

should always be seen to act in an appfo-

priate manner for a law making body.

each of the occasions he took a differgnt
view to Pym and in the main the Housg,

but it was his opinion which prevailed

One is bound to ask ‘why did John Hamp-

den have such a control over the Co

mons, especially in those years prior to the

Civil War?' Is it possible that since the
Ship Money Trial the MPs had come t
consider that he was a repository of a wi

dom which worked for the good of the

Kingdom and Commonwealth? That evg
those who had doubts were, because
that, prepared to support him? In a rath
less obvious way could the impeachme
of those judges who found against Jof
Hampden, also have enhanced his infl
ence?

It will be to invite controversy, but |
believe John Hampden's power over th
House of Commons was greater then, th
any MP has ever had since, even to tf
day.

Bob Hammond

CONGRATULATIONS TO
SARAH AND DAVID

BARRINGTON
On your 25th Wedding
Anniversary
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OX9 2BW
TELEPHONE (01844) 213661
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DIARY DATES

2007
Wednesday 5 September:

An illustrated talk to the Cherwell branch
the University of the Third Age in St.
Columba’s Hall, Alfred Street, Oxford,
commencing at 2 pm.

Saturday 20 October:

The Society's 15th Anniversary Banquet.
[Date and venue to be confirmed]

Tuesday, 13 November:

u_

THE VALE OF AYLESBURY

aﬂ/ Ken & Margaret Morley. It is based pn
"fRe years of detailed research and writjing
and will provide an enjoyable and intrigu-
ing read for anyone interested in local his
tory and the welfare of the Vale. The baok

£ the title of a book researched and written

An illustrated talk to Thame Historical
Society, at The Church Barns, Thame, O
commencing at 7.30 p.m.

on,

All meetings commence at 8 pm, unless
otherwise stated.

For up-to-date information, see the
Diary page on the Society's website af:

www.johnhampden.org/diary.htm

will also be relevant to 5th and 6th former:

facing examinations focused on Englist
History. The foreword is being written by
the Earl of Buckinghamshire, who has
commented that it is “a very good read”.

The book is to be published by Paul Boy
of The Book Castle at Dunstable and |thq
pre-publication price is £22. If ordered
prior to 31st August the purchasers’ name
will be recorded in the book on a subscfib
ers list. The book is due for launch at 7.3(
pm on Friday 9th November at The CdmA
munity Centre, Wingrave and all are wel-
come to attend for a complimentary glas
of wine and to collect their books.

Further information can be obtained fr
Ken & Margaret Morley, 121 Winslo
Road, Wingrave, telephone 01296 6811
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THE PUTNEY DEBATES
1647

26 October - 2 November 2007

e Members may be interested in taking part
in a week of activities being organised| in
sand around St Mary’s Church, Putney.

The activities will include debates, pér-
formances and the opening of a new per-
manent exhibition in the church comm-
smemorating the extraordinary events| of
1647. The Putney Debates, for so long [air
brushed’ out of the history books, were
crucial to the constitutional development of
Britain and the English speaking world.

1

Find out more about what is planned| at

www.putneydebates.com

BATTLEFIELDS TRUST PROJECT
BRENTFORD & TURNHAM GREEN

Designs for the battlefield information boards ardl welvanced and incorporgte
many images and ideas supplied by the John Hampden SocigtgaAdeal of text
has been prepared for a website to be launched latgretisThe website will contajn
short biographies of some of the key protagonists, inclutbhg Hampden and Arthur
Goodwin.

An official unveiling is planned for the information drd at Syon House, Isleworth
on the morning of Sunday October™2®&epresentatives of Colonel John Hampden’s
Regiment will be on hand to add some authentic colotid@roceedings. Members
of the Society would be most welcome. The annual batdefvalks led by Simon
Marsh and Stephen Porter will take place later in Noventbentact Sam Hearn ¢n
020 8995 2666 for further details.
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THE SOCIETY’S LATEST
PUBLICATIONS

JOHN HAMPDEN

N THE SHORT PARLIAMENT

1640

By Dr Pan! Hooper

John Hampden in the Short Parliament
by Dr Paul Hooper

Price £2.50 plus 50p p&p

HAMPDEN'S
MONUMENT
UNVEILED

Hampden’s Monument Unveiled
by Derek & Gillian Lester

Price £4.00 plus 50p p§&

All orders for these and other Society
publications should be sent to:
Park Meadow Cottage
Thame Park Road
Thame OXP 3PJ

CONFERENCE POSTPONED

We have unfortunately had to postp
the conference, ‘New Perspectives on
Causes of the Civil War’, which w.
planned for the end of September
Hampton Court. The conference is
tended to expand upon the issues rd
in Dr John Adamson’s new bookFhe
Noble Revolt: the overthrow of Charles
l.

Dr Adamson had assembled an inter
ing panel of speakers for the event
his academic commitments and bq
promoting activities have made it imp
sible to fit a weekend conference ir
2007.

We are currently considering possi
dates for the conference in February
September 2008 and will let you kn
when the plans are further advanced.
Cromwell Association have advised t
they will help us publicise the eve
when the detailed arrangements h
been made.

ANNIVERSARY BANQUET

bné¢ Following the resounding success of
thgbanquet to celebrate the 10th anniver
as | of the John Hampden Society, it was
cided to repeat the experience this year
15th anniversary of the Society. Unfor]
wgately current Health and Safety regy
tions have proved something of a sty
bling block, and we are unable to comm
deer the kitchens at Hampden House
the preparation and cooking of the band
by the specialist caterers of this type
tevent.
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Much thought has been given to other
possible venues, and one in particular [has
emerged, which it is hoped will prove siic-

cessful. If negotiations come to fruition|| it

is likely that this event will take place ¢n

orSaturday, 20th October, so please maik
bwl this date down in your diary. As soon|(as
THeonfirmation is received of the date gnd
hat Venue, all members will be notified to-
nt gether with costs and booking informatign.
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ETo whet your appetite, the list belg
shows a few of the delicious items on
menu last time:

W
the

FIRST REMOVE:

Gammon of bacon pie

Leg of mutton stuffed with apricots
Kippers with onion

Muggers

In the meantime | thought that you mi
like to see a picture of the new Clg
Education Centre at Hampton Court,
likely venue for the conference.

Dr Adamson’s ideas continue to ger
ate debate. One possible outcome of
may be to throw further light on thee-

oppositionto Charles I's personal rule

THE HISTORY OF THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS

Any member carrying out historig
research may be interested to know
Mr Charles Harvey has acquired a cq
plete set of these books and would
happy to make the information contairj
therein available to anyone who wisk
to contact him on 020 8455 5174.

Among the information contained
these volumes can be found the name
members of the House of Commons V
served at the same time as J

the 1630s. It is important that we und
stand the implications of these devel
ments and that members are able to

" tribute to the debate.

cise nature of Hampden’s role in the

Eggs in mustard sauce

SECOND REMOVE
Sausages cooked in claret
Roast pork

Lemon chicken

Venison pie

Lob Lolly
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THIRD REMOVE
Fruit Tarts
rMinced Tarts
Fruit Leathers
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ert ANOTHER HAMPDEN
opr JEWEL?

con-

As a result of the article on the Hanpp-

Hampden

Sam Hearn| |den Jewelleft) in the last edition ofhe
fhat Patriot, Roy Bailey received a telephone
m- call from Lord Saye & Sele, from
be Broughton Castle, to say that he has a
ed similar piece of jewellery, bearing a hall-
[€s mark on the back.
X Lord Saye & Sele has been given [the
In name of our contact at the Bodleian and
s of he is going to have his piece assessed
;T]?] and will let us know the outcome.

Watch this space




