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The John Hampden Society is aregistered charity which exists to bring together people with an interest in John
Hampden, and to encour age wider knowledge of this great 17th century Parliamentarian, hislife and times

CHALGROVE - BATTLE OR SKIRMISH?
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A Glorious and Happy
VICTORY

obtained by the volluntier s of Buckingham, Bedford, Hartford, Cambridge, Huntington, and Northamptonshire, being
almost seven thousand able souldier sagainst the L ord Wentworth, sonne to the Earle of Strafford, with 8000 hor se and
foot nere Alesbury and Wickham in Buckinghamshire, December 6, 1642
Declaring the manner of the battaile, which lasted five hour es, and the number that was slain on both sides, being the
greatest victory that hath bene obtained since the beginning of these vvar es
December 7. 1642
(Printed for I.H. and J. Wright, December 8, 1642)

Official records have been somewhat secretive as to thédjgln Wycombe played in the Civil War. The following twaports have
come to my knowledge , both containing basically the sameriateon, and further reports will be included in the winter editbThe
Patriot. If you can throw any further light on the happenings at High Wycopibase share your knowledge in order that a fuller pi
of events can be built up.

Report 1: (origin unknown)
“Due to Hampden'’s strong opposition to the King, the @hils have been called “The Cradle of the Civil Ward it is likely that

because of its strong Puritan element, Wycombe beeaReliamentary base. The country roughly divided itaédf 8 sections.

The west supported the Royalists and the east support&atiementarians, with the area in between tending $6 the majo
battles.

tture

Hampden was an able man who played a major part praordat the start ¢
the war, both as politician and soldier, in contrasDliwer Cromwell, whosg
progress was due to his military capabilities. Had Hampded he would
have been a powerful force in the revolution and itsratiéh. As it was, at th = ﬁ
beginning of the Civil War he served on the Commitie€ublic Safety an

raised his own regiment of infantry locally.

Early in the war, Charles had gone to Nottingham anddiete to march sou 0’
and seize London. Edgehill was indecisive and did not steprugress, by
when he reached Brentford the Parliamentarians stduppednd he was force
to set up his HQ in Oxford. By fleeing London in the fpkstce, he left the cit
to the Parliamentarians. The mechanism for governmeststill intact an
there was a store of munitions in the Tower of Londanndon was some t¢
times the size of any other city and correspondinglslthy.

Wycombe being situated in a narrow valley, effectil@bcked Charles’ dire
route back to London and it was in his interest to caghe town. As early g T
December 1642 there was a raid on the town by Lord Wetitwgarl of Straf o —
ford. He descended upon Wycombe, having secured two potig bills, one ;
near Penn Woods and the other on Wycombe Heath. Entedrtgwn by thg
Rye he was stopped by the local garrison and, afteraéwvaurs fighting, Wen| .
tworth retired wounded. The Royalists lost ‘near ninedheth men’ and th A : o _
- Mainly ! Main ! Mainly for

garrison about three hundred. forthe King @ ¥ baticgrounds P the Pasiamentarans
England divided by civil war

Hampden headed off another raid on Wycombe in 1643, saiaviobeen of

ganized by Prince Rupert, the Kings nephew. Later #at Mampden was in

the Parliamentarian army sent to stop the Royalistsigagtthe town. The Royalists had come from the Kinganghold at Ox
ford and the two armies met on the Oxon-Bucks bordear theavillage of Chalgrove, where Hampden was mortatiyivded an
died some days later in Thame”.

Report 2: (“Memorials of John Hampden” by Lord Nugent, 1880).

“A strong body of horse, near five thousand, witlillary, proceeded, under the command of the young LoethtWbrth, Lorg
Strafford’s son, by the way of Thame, to menace Ayleshod/Wycombe. Wentworth made a promising attemptdifkgnAyles-
bury well fortified to the northward and westward Igoeg batteries, and to the east by a redoubt on thg rggiound toward
Bierton, and not wishing to waste time in a siege,utglenly left it, moving rapidly by the lanes across@méterns, and comin
down through the woodlands upon Wycombe. There he took pdsedwa high hills towards the side of Wycombe Heath an
Penn Woods. To such as know the appearance of Wycoomeefther of those heights it would seem that thellassawould no
have required artillery, nay, hardly more than the firsaof the dragoons, to render it untenable. But LordtWmith “soundeg
his trumpets and made a glorious show,” and then, desceintlinthe valley, endeavoured to take the town from itie sf the
Rye. Here he was taken in flank by about four thousandmé volunteers raised in the neighbourhood, and oppodecht by
the small garrison of regular troops commanded by Captayed] who were supported by some guns. After several figliiag,
Lord Wentworth retired, himself wounded, having lost maae hundred of his men, and with no other successtttehaving
slain about three hundred of the Parliamentarians”.
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We have pleasurein announcing that Viscount Saye & Seleand Dr
Paul Hooper have both very kindly agreed to become Vice Presidents
of the John Hampden Society.

2009

At a recent meeting of the Executive Committee, sevdesls were discussed for th

coming year. Firstly, the AGM (date to be announcetinbrmally held during April
will follow a different format to previous years. Knling the meeting, there will be

interactive discussion, open to all members, on haoatttact new members to the Sd
ety. Since it's inception in 1991, membership has reedafairly constant, increasi
some years and dropping slightly in others. Increaseahbrarship would enable t
Executive Committee to organise more events, seminarseaadrch projects, meani
that we would all feel the benefit.

achieved and how you would like to see the
ety move forward, please ensure that you af
this meeting and put your ideas forward. Al
natively, if you are unable to attend, please
any ideas/suggestions to a Committee me
either by post or e-mail, for discussion at
meeting.

Refreshments will be available and it is ho
that, following the formalities, it will be possikf
to visit the old Lord Williams School, now ¢ =%
fices, which was attended by John Hampq
This is very close to the proposed venue for the
AGM, The Barns Centre, Thame.

The old Lord Williams’ School

It would be appreciated if you would indicate whether wowld prefer the AGM to b
held on a Saturday or a Sunday.

Plans are under way for a long overdue r¢
visit to Broughton Castlésee right)the homs
of Lord Saye & Sele.

This beautiful castle has featured in fil
including Shakespeare in Love, The Madr==
of King George and The Scarlet Pimpernelf#=
was also the location for the 1975 Moreca
& Wise Christmas Show. The Castle has c|
connections with John Hampden. A visit
Broughton makes a lovely day out.

Also on the agenda is a visit to Magdalen College, @xfahere John Hampden w

educated. It is hoped that it will be possible to arramtgur of the College and a tall

by an archivist, to be followed by a meal at a locatéloy.

Negotiations are currently taking place to arrange a @Hsecvice at the Church of {

Mary Magdalene, Great Hampden. This event will includeliregs, psalms and hymps

pertinent to John Hampden, and it is hoped that it wipdmsible to arrange for refreg
ments to be served after the service.
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DIARY DATES
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| Sunday 16 November
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A walk around the battlefields of Brentford
and Turnham Green, organisedThe
Battlefields TrustMeet at 11 am at Brentfol

-Magistrates Court and 2 pm at Turnham

Green Underground Station.

For further information, contact the Society's

Vice-Chairmamon 020 3166 6607.

2009

Wednesday 13 May

An illustrated talk about John Hampden to
Old Beaconsfield Probus Club at The
Fitzwilliam Centre, Windsor End,
Beaconsfield Old Town, Bucks, commenci
at 10.30 am.

Wednesday 9 September

An illustrated talk about John Hampden to
Great Kingshill Ladies Club at the Village
Hall, Great Kingshill, High Wycombe,
Bucks.(Time to be advised.)

All meetings commence at 8 pm, unless other
stated.

For up-to-date information, see the Diary

page on the Society's website at:
www.johnhampden.or g/diary.htm
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THAME
OXFORDSHIRE
OX9 2BW
TELEPHONE (01844) 213661
www.spr eadeaglethame.co.uk

ACCOMMODATION, RESTAURANT
& BANQUETING

The deadline for receipt of articles for inclusiorTime Patriot is the 20th of January, Apri
July and October. Please send items, either by post or e-mail to thesadidnes on the
adjacent panel. Photographs will be scanned and returned and all items are pubtishe]
discretion of the Editor.
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In part one of this article we explored the suggestion ma&edfgssor John Morrell that in the fifty or sixty yedsefore the birth
of the Patriot the Hampden family had been “punching bé®weight” in terms of its influence on national piolit There is cer-
tainly considerable evidence that several memberseoH#mpden family were directly involved in the Wars of Rases and
served the Tudor dynasty at a senior level.

Part two of the article focuses on fates of the semen from Buckinghamshire that we can be fairly certaireveeesent at the
Battle of Bosworth in 1485 where Henry Tudor became HeriryQhe of these seven, Sir Edmund Hampden, John Hampdgn Th
Patriot’s great (x 3) grandfather, we have alreadyimpart one. Despite initially serving Richard Il tvas involved in an unsug-
cessful rebellion and fled to Henry Tudor’s Court inleexiHe returned with Henry in 1485 and was subsequentigrome by the
new King for his “service done in France and England”.

From the 12 Century the Crown had appointed an escheator in eachydowmquire into the estates of dead land ownersceras
tain if the King had any rights over the lands thaythad held. Thirteen writs afiem clausit extremunmelating to male deaths,
weresent to the Buckinghamshiescheator in the first year of Henry VII's reign. &ief these deaths were recorded as having oc-
curred on 2% August, the day of the Battle of Bosworth

The dead men were Thomas Hampden of Kimble, Thomasir§fe, John Irwardby (whose mother was a Hampden), Thomas
Lynde and John Whittingham. The first two were commissis of array and would have been instructed by the WRicpérd I11)
to muster troops for him in Bucks.

A sixth man, Thomas Hampden of Hampden, Sir Edmund Hampdeals, is recorded as having died and on tieAigust.
This convenient date of death may simply have been adegale to prevent the new King from attainting his estatéact Henry
VII was remarkably restrained and only twenty eiglenmvere attainted after Bosworth. Few of these wexerdfrom the ranks ¢
the lesser gentry.
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We know that Sir Edmund Hampden fought for Henry Tudomiautannot be certain about the other six men. An acdnutite)
Tudor historian Polydore Vergil states that a distalatike of the Hampden'’s, William Hungerford, a househkatight, change
sides whilst on route. He left Sir Robert Brakenburittke lbeyond Stony Stratford and “went away to thétenry”. Others als
changed sides and many simply “forbare to fyght who cartteetfielde with Kinge Richard”.

O L

However we know that six men of Buckinghamshire, includimg Thomas Hampdens, did not return from Bosworth Fi&f.
mentioned in part one there is a great deal more irdfidom about these men in the paper by Lesley Boatwiigtittas publishe
in 2003 inThe Ricardian- The Journal of the Richard Ill Society. Appendix Ilfof farticle contains an interesting extract from|the
Hampden family tree. From this we learn amongst ottiegs$ that Sir Edmund Hampden'’s son William married Audneygrand
daughter of Thomas Hampden of Kimble.
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Sam Hearn

THE BATTLES OF BRENTFORD AND
TURNHAM GREEN, NOVEMBER 1642

Battlefield Walks led by Stephen Porter and Simon Marsh
of the Battlefields Trust - Sunday 16 " November 2008

The Brentford walk starts at Brentford Magistrates i€¢uot the Crown Court) at
11am. The Turnham Green walk begins at Chiswick Parkstatten at 2pm. It is
entirely up to you whether or not you do both walks. Was include no hills or
muddy paths and hiking boots should not be necessary.

This is a wonderful opportunity to follow in the footstegghe Patriot in the com-§
pany of two very knowledgeable and experienced guides. You wdlked able tp [
confirm whether or not the six battlefield informatiboards installed with ass|sj
tance of the Society have remained intact and freeadfiti.

There is no charge for the walks but donations to thdeatds Trust will be
gratefully accepted at the end of each walk. If you w&etdny more informatio
then please contact Sam Hearn on 020 8995 2666.
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Monument commemorating the Battle of Brentford
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