
THE CHALGROVE WREATH LAYING - 18th JUNE 2010  

This year the annual wreath-laying ceremony at the Chalgrove Battle-
field monument was transformed from the usual small private event into 
a large public ceremony. Members of the Society joined with Year 6 
pupils from Chalgrove Community Primary School who marched in 
procession from their school to the monument with regimental banners 
flying. The England World Cup flags hanging from many of the houses 
on the route added to the sense of occasion.  

At the monument two of the children formally laid the wreath and Lord 
Buckinghamshire gave a short address before rewarding all the pupils 
present with an individually named and signed copy of the Hansford-
Miller biography. Several mothers joined their children for the proces-
sion and the wreath laying ceremony. They were all interested in the 
Hampden story and pleased to be part of this special commemoration.  

In a short talk to the pupils before they set off, Roy Bailey explained to the children how he had learned about John 
Hampden through a Children’s Hour radio programme when he was a couple of years younger than them. He briefly 

described Hampden’s life and why he believed that 
he was such an admirable man. Roy concluded by 
saying that perhaps in 60 years time one of them 
would be telling the story of this great man to 
another generation.  

 The children had been well briefed by their 
teachers and the Society is particularly grateful to 
Head Teacher Claire Hague who collaborated with 
Derek Lester in making this such a well-organised 
and memorable event. Thanks are also due to all 
those members who took part on the day. 

Sam Hearn 
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The Spirit of Prestwood - 19 th April 

In April the Society was represented for the first time at this biannual open air 
event. Anthea and Gerald Coles arrived early to erect their gazebo tent that was 
to house the Society’s travelling display boards and a range of the Society’s 
publication and products.  

Erecting the gazebo in a swirling wind was entertaining to say the least. Over 
the following four hours members manning the stand experienced seemingly 
every weather condition from hail and rain through to brilliant sunshine.  

The stand attracted a great deal of interest. Many locals knew something of 
Hampden and that he was in some way connected with Prestwood. They were 
grateful for the chance to learn more. In return visitors to the stand provided us 
with snippets of local history such as what it was like growing up on a farm in 
Hampden Bottom before the Second World War. 

Local MP Cheryl Gillan was a welcome and supportive visitor to our stand. She 
claimed to be taking time off from a busy election campaign and that her pres-
ence in Prestwood had nothing to do with a recent constituency boundary change. 
Members will remember that Cheryl is one of the few MPs to wholeheartedly 
support our campaign to re-name 10 Downing Street as Hampden House.   

Sam Hearn 
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TEA AT HAMPDEN HOUSE 

Thanks to the organisational skills of 
Gillian Goodall, and the persuasive powers 
of Sam Hearn, we are in the fortunate posi-
tion of being able to offer our members the 
opportunity of visiting Hampden House on 
Sunday 3rd October, where we will be en-
tertained by a talk on the Battle for London 
1642 by Simon Marsh of the Battlefields 
Trust. Simon is a very knowledgeable and 
interesting speaker and a keen supporter of 
the Society. 

The talk will be followed by tea and the 
opportunity to visit the Church which is 
nearby.  There is a modest charge of £7.50 
per head to cover the cost of catering and a 
booking form is enclosed with this news-
letter. 

Visits to Hampden House are always 
popular with members, but unfortunately 
are not always easy to arrange, as the 
house is in great demand at weekends as a 
wedding venue, so we are fortunate to have 
been offered this window, and  it is hoped 
that members who have not had the 
opportunity to visit the house previously 
will take advantage on this occasion. For 
those of you who have attended other 
events at the house, it is a good opportunity 
to make a return visit and we hope to see 
as many members and friends as possible 
at Hampden House on 3rd October. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE LOCAL HISTORY FAIR 
(Date & venue to be announced) 

 This annual event is normally held on a Saturday in the autumn and the John Hampden Society is always in atten-
dance with the Society display and a selection of books and other artefacts to sell. The Fair is well attended and is a 
very interesting and informative occasion, with a number of speakers on various topics and many interesting displays.  
It makes a very good day out and our stand attracts a lot of interest, but on occasions extra assistance would be 
welcomed to ensure that everyone manning the stand can have a break. 

 If you feel you could spare time to help, even if only for a short time, please contact Sam Hearn by e-mail (see the 
website) or by telephoning 0208 995 2666 to find out what is entailed.  Last year we were fortunate enough to have the 
assistance of Society Member Valerie Horne who, despite the fact that she was in agony with a bad back, stepped into 
the breach and helped out for a good part of the day, but any help that you could give would be more than welcome. 
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Sunday 3 October 

Tea at Hampden House 

Simon Marsh of the Battlefields 
Trust will give a talk entitled The 
Battle for London - 1642 in the 
Great Hall of Hampden House, 
commencing at 2.30 pm. This will 
be followed by tea. The cost will 
be £7.50 each. 

It will also be possible to walk in 
the grounds and visit the beautiful 
church of St Mary Magdalene. 

For up-to-date information, see 
the Diary page on the Society’s 
website at: 

www.johnhampden.org/diary.htm 

and the Facebook page at: 
www.facebook.com/group.php?v=info&

ref=mf&gid=14587400262 
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Queen Elizabeth slept here …. 
In the last edition of The Patriot no. 62, I reported the claim by nineteenth 
century historian Robert Edward Chester Water that Queen Elizabeth I had 
visited Hampden House. Having now consulted a more recent book The 
Portable Queen by Mary Hill Cole I have discovered that she visited 
Hampden House on at least two occasions. 

 According to this source Elizabeth was the guest of Griffith Hampden in 
August 1564 (not 1563) and then of Mrs Hampden, presumably his widow, 
in October 1592. This second visit was less than three years before John 
Hampden was born. When John Hampden was growing up there would have 
been many people at Great Hampden who would have had vivid memories of 
this second visit by the old Queen  

In addition to these two visits there is an oral tradition, which Anthea Coles 
has shared with me, that the Queen visited Lord Windsor at Bradenham 
Manor only a short ride away from Great Hampden. Mary Hill Cole’s book 
confirms that the Queen did indeed visit Bradenham in September 1566 and 
in October 1575.  

The oral tradition maintains that the Queen rode across country to 
Bradenham Manor from Hampden House. Unfortunately on both occasions 
the Queen was apparently en route from Oxford and such a diversion would 
on the face of it seem inexplicable.   

Although Elizabeth went on her royal progresses almost every summer, 
during her long reign she stayed with a total of only 320 separate hosts 
outside of London. The Hampden family were honoured to have been visited 
at all and the second visit was a mark of special respect.  

Sam Hearn 

Bradenham Manor 
 First mentioned in the Domesday Survey, 
the land on which the Manor stands was in 
1506 held  by Edward, Duke of Bucking-
ham. William, the second Lord Windsor, 
inherited the land in 1543, and it was  he 
who erected a Manor House on the land 
and also added a chapel to the Church. 
William died in 1558 and was buried, very 
splendidly according to his quality, at 
Bradenham. His son, Edward, succeeded 
to Bradenham under his father’s will and is 
said to have entertained Queen Elizabeth 
in 1566, on one of her visits to the house, 
following a visit to the University at Ox-
ford. 

 Bradenham Manor as it is today is basi-
cally a more modern structure, though 
probably following the original plan to a 
large extent.  The current house does con-
tain some panelling and two staircases 
from the 17th century and a fireplace dat-
ing back to 1626. Foundations of what was 
probably a south west wing have recently 
been discovered. Over the years it was 
home to many notable people and in the 

early 19th century was enlarged and modernised by Isaac Disraeli, the father of Benjamin Disraeli, the renowned politician and great friend 
of Queen Victoria, who ultimately purchased and lived at Hughenden Manor, 2-3 miles distant, and is buried in the churchyard there. 

Anthea Coles 
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The Annual Dinner 
 This year’s dinner was light on numbers with more apologies received than actual attendees. However a good time was 
had by all who attended. The speaker, Julian Humphrys (pictured), wears his learning lightly and it would have been 
hard for anyone in the audience to have resisted his charm, erudition and dry wit. His passion for the cause of protecting 
the battlefields of England was infectious. 

 Julian fulfilled his threat of joining the Society on the evening and so we will hopefully be seeing and hearing more 
from him in the future. He also signed up several members to the Battlefields Trust for whom he is currently working as 
development officer. 

Guests included Jonathan Keen, the author of the excellent monograph on Hampden’s military leadership now lodged 
on the Society’s website, and 
Simon Marsh, a trustee of the 
Battlefield Trust. Simon and his 
friend, Stephen Porter, were the 
driving force behind the project 
to mark the battlefields at Brent-
ford and Turnham Green. 

The stylishly refurbished dining 
room of the Spread Eagle Hotel 
added to the upbeat atmosphere 
of the evening and once again 
the staff delivered high standard 
catering at a very reasonable 
price.    

It was generally agreed that the 
practice followed in recent years 
of having the talk before the 
meal works well and is fairer to 
both the speaker and the diners. 

Sam Hearn 

 Book Review…  

DEATH DESTRUCTION AND A PACKET OF PEANUTS:  
A Rollicking Pub Crawl Through Four Years of the English Civil War  

Author: Chris Pascoe - Hardback 272 pages  

ISBN: 9781906032623  

Publisher: Portico.  RRP: £9.99 

Chris Pascoe, a resident of High Wycombe, is fascinated by the English Civil War and he likes 
beer. So when the thought came to him for a pub crawl around the sites of the English Civil 
War, it was an idea too good to ignore. Helped and hindered by his best mate Pete, Chris set out 
to see for himself the sites of four years of carnage, and their nearest watering holes.   

Interestingly his pilgrimage includes a visit to Chalgrove. For some reason he believes that 
Hampden’s Greencoats were a cavalry regiment. Amazingly he has done his research on the 

battle of Wycombe Rye well and has uncovered documents that I would now like to have sight of. 

Another reviewer of the book has written that “this is history writing at its most hilarious …… think Time Team with a 
Tankard”.  I will admit to having laughed out loud twice whilst reading the book. This will not be everyone’s cup of tea but 
it may make a good Christmas present for that young nephew with an interest in history and drinking. Thanks to Julian 
Humphrys for recommending it.  

Sam Hearn 


