THE THOUGHTS OF VICE-CHAIRMAN BOB

= It is four years since | took up the role as Vice-Chainrof the Society and
i felt that was now time for a change. | therefore decidextand down at th
| year's AGM.

The Vice-Chairman has always had an active role. thdeee might expect
that as Roy Bailey held it before me. In actual fag not strictly necessary
to have a Vice-Chairman, but as Roy had createdstith good effect it was
continued with.
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| have decided to take this opportunity to remind membernsart, what thg
Committee and others have done for the Society over theolasyéars, an
| also how the Committee operates. | am sure membersiadl want me t
\ | give credit to those who work very hard to further the afrthe Society.

It really starts with the unveiling of the plaque in Wendowar,the 21 of
June 2003. A civic ceremony, a wonderful day and at last eve able to do
some justice to Wendover's greatest-ever Member of PaniarAghough sg
many played their part | should mention Graham Barfield \#aldrie Horne
for the arrangements and without whom the event would not e poss
ble. Also present was a detachment from the Greendbatas just two year
Bob Hammond with his sister Pat Harris since the plaques had been unveiled at Grampound, when@gdam, al
though not a member of the Committee, was very involved.
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Shortly before Wendover the Society had published an editidgheobiography of
John Hampden the Patriot. This enabled many more peopéadbthis fine life of
Hampden and since our President John Adair allowed us potkegoyalties, it alsc
helped to swell the coffers of the Society. Around thieetthe Committee ordere 487
250 badgegright) bearing John Hampden'’s portrait. We are now ordering mmute {
have been asked by the John Hampden Grammar School at Wytmsgeply 100 [
for their 6th formers. What better way of helping youngptedo become aware c§ \
John Hampden. Committee member Maurice Kirtland hasgtoonnections with §§
local schools and is often the contact. "

Incidentally on the subject of schools | am hoping to pelstiae Committee to do
small publication for children about the ages of 11-13 yearsiyMaars ago | was
given a book written for young people callede Founders of the EmpirBublished
in the 1890s, this book had chapters on great Englishmen. Alidm@®rake, Alfred, Nelson, Wellington and others was
a whole chapter on John Hampden entitled ‘The Defender ofdbrglerties.” Beautifully written and not pandering in
any way to young people, it honestly
gives an account of John Hampd
which we can accept today.

It is astonishing to think that th
Victorians were so even handed al
proud of Hampden at the height of t
British Monarchy - a far cry from to|
day. That chapter | hope we can p
lish in small book form and perhaf
give to young people in their earj
years at Secondary Schoblowever | [Siees
must wait for the Committee’s af %
proval as our finances have to | 4
considered.

In the same way the Committee
recently published our member
Paul Hooper’s splendid account of t
Short Parliament, although paymsg
for that goes into the Society’s fund
Thanks to Paul, Sam Hearn and Derek

The Society’s procession through Wendover before th e unveiling of the plaque
Lester for that.
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Three of the Society’s publications

It was in 2004 as well that Derek organised the fine 1&tiiucy banquet at Hampden House, by kind permissipn of
Tim Oliver; still a great supporter of the Society. Whanemorable day that was. Almost cyclonic; our Chairma-
ting up fallen trees; eating by candlelight; which includeti7th Century mustard egg saved for me by a beautifu| lady
in stunning dress of the period. In fact all the ladbekéd lovely and many of their consorts, cavalier, with defiynia
small ‘c’. Regrettably we will find that event veryfitult to repeat due to insurance considerations. Hoturate we
have been to hold many meetings at Hampden House.

The Old House cannot, in my opinion, be beaten for our AGR®ugh | am willing to agree that recent meetiagys
Hartwell House with a speaker have been a considerablessu¢generally Treasurer Sam Hearn has been respgnsible
for the arrangements and smooth running.

Sam, who is a man of great action, also played thert@dadwith the Committee’s sanction, in the purchase oirthg¢
pressive roundel of John Hampden for the Society. He képt siome weeks under his bed! It isn’'t recorded what Sue
thought of that. It is now however, splendidly displayed inTthame Museum with other exhibits on the Patfidtis
is now the best display about John Hampden in temtty. As on so many occasions it was Derek anyg ®bo
supported Maurice, our local contact, to set updisplay for the Museum.
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Each year the Society gives a number of talkshénrmain Roy, always in demand, gives the greatesther, bu
Sam is becoming more active and makes use of mddeimology. Graham Barfield, Derek and | have @s@n
the occasional lectur&Ve are grateful also to our Patron Miles Buckingkame who regularly packs in a gopd

- T audience to his own particular talk on his ancestor

Many of our members are unable to get to meetings isg it
essential that the quality of our newslett€he Patriot is
maintained. We feel a certain amount of pride that femall
8 society it is of such a high standaMuch of that is due tp
our Honorary Secretary Anthea Coles, who doubless|p
Editor ‘in her spare time’.

There is no doubt the Society is very fortunate to have Anthe
¥ in both posts and she is a primary contact for thoseieng
« £4 about us. She is very determined the Committee should| stick

e to deadlines. If an organisation is to function there pénaas
to be someone who picks up and runs with what others would
look away from - Anthea is that someone.

Also on the newsletter, Roy, after being its Edifor so
) many years and who set the standards, is now tms@ts

Professor John Adair and Derek and Gill Lester list eningto  ing Editor, and Anthea appreciates his wealth opesk

Dr Maija Jansson giving one of her fascinating talk s at the ence in all areas of publishing.
Annual Dinner




| asked Roy to write about how the Society yas
formed and the result was the splendid articl
The Patriot no. 52. As a relative newcomer |to

the Society | was delighted to read how Roy jhad
gained his original enthusiasm from the good|old
wireless, and then how he had become inspired
to form the Society, to bring together like-

minded persons to celebrate John Hampden’s
life. As an aside from the serious points, | should
have enjoyed seeing Roy leading the cavalry
charge at Cropredy Bridge (from a distance). |
gather it was not exactly as planned!

Coming back torhe Patriot, it is often incum
bent on members of the Committee to contribute
articles since we are committed to four issugs a
year. It is not so easy as it may seem to get|arti-
cles submitted on time, as Anthea will confitm,

so | would ask any of our members who feel they

have something to contribute of relevancqg to
The 10th Anniversary Banquet at Hampden House in 20  02. John Hampden and his times to do so.
Left to right - Alan Barton, Lord Buckinghamshire, Derek Lester,
Lady Buckinghamshire and Peter Kaminski Interestingly as | write this Roy has passed ¢nto

me an e-mail from Rita Lamb, not a membef at

the moment sadly, who has uncovered a family connection betwiieam Hakewill, William Hampden , and the Hd

sey Family of William’s will. Now since | noticed ithe registers of Pyrton, Elizabeth Symeon’s home, tha¢ thas a

Horsey living there, perhaps we might find another relatipnsbould Elizabeth have been a second cousin of |
Speculation, | know, but worth looking into. We already know Halkenvd Symeon share the 3 trefoils on their arn

Most Committee members at some time have writte far Patriot Apart from the usual suspects - of which |
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one - | am reminded dflike Portsmouth’s interesting seriesaticles on the Whartons and Goodwins. Also June Wail-
ing’s fascinating piece on the Warren Family; dear UNgbaren of William Hampden’s will, and how through pis

widow Joan Cromwell the London house in what is now Downing (Steare into the possession of John’s mother,
beloved niece Elizabeth Cromwell.

Then of course members of the Committee have arrangedta
interesting meetings. The Joint Day School with the GvelinAsso-
ciation comes to mind as well as the annual dinners atpitea® Ea-
gle with good food, great vivacity and excellent speakgysakers in
the last four years of the quality of Dr. Paul Hoopenféssor Mal-
colm Wanklyn and Dr. Maija Jansson (twice), a Vice-Ried of the
Society. We also hold the bi-monthly committee meetingshat
Spread Eagle in Thame by courtesy of Sarah and Daviihgiam,
for which we are very grateful. Sarah is a membahefSociety and
the Spread Eagle, like Hampden House, has become one of te hom
of the Society.

Incidentally we have the meetings in the Cockpit, but thigilsl not
deter new arrivals to Committee, as they are friendth wipint and
only occasionally controversial. In any case our Hon. $mgren-
sists they stop by 10 pm. | should mention that at the begihimy
Vice-Chairmanship we met also at the home of Committemiers
Gillian and John Goodall, until due to other pressures riflegtantly
had to stand down. John kept us well supplied with beer.

| must express our appreciation of our Chairman, Lordaddin.
lan is a much better timekeeper than | am, and isyashweady to takd
a leading role, as at Grampound and Wendover. Nor must Itf
here our Patron the Earl of Buckinghamshire, who regulaoigtgr|
ceremonies and chairs events, again as at Grampound erdb\Viér.
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Our meetings without Alison and Miles would certainiy less char
ismatic and enjoyable. The Countess - a Vice-Presidemiinds me !wanted this to be just a head and shoulders pictu  re,

of the important role the ladies play in the Societjave no doubt PUt ROy insisted that Ibe shown in a warlike mode!




that many are as strongly-minded as their consorts regaldhn Hampden. One recalls those dangerous times bgtweer
1620 and 1650, when women like Elizabeth Hampden (nee Simeon) dred Hatmpden (nee Knollys), John’s second

wife, must have given him the strong support he would have deédé need to know more about both these la

dies.

That seems possible about Letitia whose father wastacbusin of Queen Elizabeth and because of his strongsHro

tant feelings had to go to Germany during Mary’s reigims impossible to think that coming from such a fansihe

would have been anything other than one hundred percémtJalin. Miles himself of course is a direct descendant

from Mary Hampden, who Letitia looked after and was, | sttspepretty interesting person in her own right.

Derek Lester is also a tower of strength in the Socot only does he organise, w

there is always the support and colour the Society recéiges the Greencoats,

cal defence at a perilous time is now recognised on theadffnformation boards.
believe | am right in saying that Sam took the lead in thaitas always he was w
supported by others.

Local History Fair and Conference. As with so manymiers she was also a Gre
coat when required. We are pleased that Roger Pdyaseiaken on the work as Me
bership Secretary and this helps us retain a contacthétdelightful Cornish town ¢
Grampound, which is almost twinned with the Society.

In this resume | know | have missed out half of those ghdane in the last four yea
I hope those who were responsible for other projectsfevgive the omission of the

names, and what they did. It has certainly been ajgpeec As | wrote that | thought
the get-togethers at the Chiltern Brewery, with sausagevasth, strong beer - ev
John Hampden'’s own - and good speakers.

The Wendover plaque

Lastly my thanks, as | am sure from all of us, go tg BRailey who initiated the Society with the help of Annalaeld
he is still one of it's pre-eminent drivers.

In part the purpose of my article is to give members denfte that their Committee is very active in the Socig
business, because in the end it is you members who aréeblodd. Whether you just reddhe Patriotor perhaps tak
part in some or most of the meetings or support us in spewas way, we could not continue to honour and make|
ers aware of the achievements of this great Englishmanutiyioo.

Those who are able to make the journey to join us - and | koove come from a distance - please continue to dd
you can. | am reminded of Gloria Smith who travels up f@smterbury, John Seal from Hampshire, Mary McCorr
from South London and indeed one of our Vice-Presidents Dr.Maijmson. Pride of place however goes to

others, battlefield walks and co-write books with Gillh{ch also help our finances),

which Derek is Colonel. A number of our members havenvtbbe Greencoat uniform,
particularly at Grampound. Some Committee members havkediawith the Battlet
fields Trust; most recently at Brentford where Johmbden’s leadership of the taqgti-

Although Liz Morris is no longer with us, apart from thewous work of Membership
Secretary, which involved updating membership lists andngadare members had not
forgotten their subscriptions, she always organised ourmressach year at the Bugks
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speaker at the last Annual Dinner, Dr Paul Hooper, wheelgarom
the Isle of Wight, and we are very pleased he does. Howehether
you come or not, please stay with the Society; we need you.

In these days of mission statements, my own has begrsiveple - to
keep focusing on our Aims and that briefly is primarily thie lof John
Hampden and his times, and making his achievements bettenkhpw
think it was the Moravian Brotherhood who sent out thessinaries
with the basic need to plant a seed. That is what vet dw

John Hampden, although he was not aware of it, at hi dezd 3
leader who put the Country on a path from which it would newertd
There would be many hold ups and part reversals but with themde
nation that John Hampden had himself, Government by Parliamiitn
a Constitutional Monarchy became the norm. | do not think deldy
have been unhappy with that.

For myself it has been a considerable honour to serve as (Vic
Chairman and also an incredible lot of fun, as welhdsarning curve
on John Hampden. | now look forward to continuing as a meimber
the ‘back benches’, so as to speak.

The John Hampden exhibition at the new Thame
Bob Hammond Museum




