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The John Hampden Society is a registered charity which exists to bring together people with an interest in John 

Hampden, and to encourage wider knowledge of this great 17th century Parliamentarian, his life and times 

A VERY SPECIAL DAY IN AYLESBURY 
Members and special guests gathered in Aylesbury on Saturday 

23rd June to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the unveiling 

of the John Hampden statue in the Market Square. A photograph 

of the original event in 1912 (left) showed the Square packed 

with spectators. Our commemoration was on an altogether 

smaller scale, starkly reminding us both why the Society came 

into existence twenty years ago and also that we still have much 

to do. 

We marched with our banner the short distance from Kingsbury 

Square to the statue in Market Square. Our wreath laying cere-

mony at the statue attracted a great deal of interest from curious 

shoppers. Many joined enthusiastically in with a rousing three 

cheers for the Patriot when the wreath laying was complete. 

The first wreath, in suffragette colours of green, purple and white, was laid by the Queen’s representative Countess Howe, 

Deputy Lieutenant of the County. This paid tribute to the part played by the Women’s Tax Resistance League at the ceremony 

in 1912 and the role of the four women who signed the Great Kimble Ship Money petition with Hampden. 

The Right Honourable John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of Commons, laid the second wreath in honour of the life of 

John Hampden and the gift of the statue to the people of Aylesbury by James Griffin, notionally in commemoration of the 

coronation of King George V and Queen Mary. Aylesbury Town Council was represented at the wreath laying by the newly-

elected Deputy Mayor, Councillor Steve Patrick. 

Following the wreath laying members made their way 

across the Square to the King’s Head to be welcomed by 

George Jenkinson, on behalf the Chiltern Brewery. The 

King’s Head is an historic inn owned by the National 

Trust and now managed by the brewery. Proceedings 

continued in the inn’s Gatehouse Chamber with a 

sumptuous buffet featuring many of the brewery’s own 

food products. Unfortunately the promised John 

Hampden’s Ale failed to materialise due a ‘technical 

problem’ in the brewing process. Appropriate alcoholic 

substitutes were found. 

The day’s formal events concluded with well-researched 

and stirring speeches from Countess Howe and John 

Bercow MP. Councillor Steve Patrick thanked the 

Society on behalf of the people of Aylesbury for 

organising the event. He confided that as result of being 

with us he now knew a great deal more about John 

Hampden’s huge political and historical significance. 

Special guests included retired Councillor William Griffin, a relative of James Griffin who had paid for the original statue; 

Earl Howe of Penn who accompanied his wife; local historian Miles Green; and James Wisdom and Val Bott, who contributed 

so much to the HLF funded project to mark the 1642 Battlefields at Brentford and Turnham Green. The Society is grateful to 

member Rev. Colin Cartwright for bringing to our attention the link between Hampden and the Women’s Tax Resistance 

League. 

Sam Hearn 
(More photos on page 2) 

Gerald McGregor and Chairman Sam Hearn Gerald McGregor and Chairman Sam Hearn 
lead the procession to the Market Squarelead the procession to the Market Square  
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Top left - Countess Howe lays the suffragettes’ wreath while, top right, Speaker John Bercow pays his respects after laying 
the second wreath to honour the life of John Hampden. 

Centre left - Rev. Colin Cartwright with the ‘Votes for Women’ banner. Centre right - the two wreaths. 

Bottom left - Councillor Steve Patrick, Countess Howe, JHS Chairman Sam Hearn and John Bercow MP.    Bottom right  - 
The King’s Head, showing the Gatehouse Chamber window. 

A VERY SPECIAL DAY IN AYLESBURY 
(continued) 
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DIARY DATES 

2012 

Thursday 9th August  Executive Committee 

meeting at Little Hampden, Cryers Hill, HP15 

6JS, commencing at 7.30. If any Society 

members wish to attend this meeting, please 

notify the Hon Secretary on 07543 054335 or e-

mail the Hon. Secretary. (see website) 

Saturday 29th September  Bucks Local 

History Network Annual Conference and Fair 

at Dr Challoners Girls High School, Little 

Chalfont, commencing at 10 am. Theme: 

Women in Buckinghamshire. Details and 
booking form at: http://www.bucksas.org.uk/ 
blhnconference.html 

Sunday 14th October  A church service at St. 

Mary’s Church, Great Hampden followed by 

lunch. Times and further details to be 

announced. 

For up-to-date information, see the Diary page 
on the Society’s website at: 

www.johnhampden.org/diary.htm 

MEMBERSHIP’S GIFT AID 
The John Hampden Society has opened an account with the Co-operative Bank, 

which, with the decision to raise the Membership fees, requires that all 

Standing Orders are renewed. Members must ensure that all existing Standing 

Orders in favour of the Society are cancelled. 

Gift Aid is an important source of revenue to the Society. Completing a Gift 

Aid form and posting it to the Treasurer bears no cost to the donor, except for 

the stamp. Before sending the Gift Aid form please tick the box provided to 
indicate whether a Standing Order has been placed or not; this will be of great 

help to the Treasurer. 

The forms enclosed with this newsletter are also available online through the 

Society’s website. With all the changes the Treasurer is required to confirm to 

HMRC that the Gift Aid donors’ list is up to date, hence the request for a new 

mandate. 

The Webmaster has revamped the website’s online subscription page so that 

those with an ‘online’ or ‘Telephone Bank’ can glean the required information 

from the website. With this information members can renew their Standing 

Order with their bank. The Gift Aid form can also be completed online and 

emailed to the Treasurer. New members coming to the site will also be able join 
the Society and complete all these forms at one visit. 

The Society has its own PayPal account which facilitates people to join the 

Society from anywhere in the world. Getting our members’ ‘authority’ for a 

Standing Order, raised in the Society’s favour, eludes PayPal. The Treasurer 

will contact everybody who paid their membership fees through PayPal. and 

currently have a S/O to make alternative arrangements. Your assistance would 

be appreciated to make the above changes with the least disruption. 

Derek Lester - Treasurer 

OBITUARY 
Alan John Dell died on the 19th January 2012 in his 85th year. A large congregation attended his 

funeral on the 9th February at St. Mary the Virgin, Stoke Mandeville. 

Alan joined the John Hampden Society in 2005. Sometimes members are not able to undertake, 

for many reasons, an active part in the Society; but undeniably their commitment to Hampden 

and his Great Cause are none the less. 

Alan Dell spent his working life with the National Westminster Bank. This was interrupted by 

time spent as a Bevin Boy during the war, and it was characteristic of Alan that he wrote a most 
interesting and humorous account of that time. The war also interrupted his studies so he 

was denied higher education and University, which only goes to make his later achievements 

greater by comparison with others. 

He had for many years a great interest in local and family history. In 1992 he took on the role of 

Editor of The Bucks Family History Magazine. Also for a time he was Chairman of that Society 

and eventually President; following in the footsteps of the Bishop of Oxford and Sir Timothy 

Raison. After considerable volunteer work with the Society of Genealogists he was made a 

Fellow (FSG) in 1999.  

Alan also had a long association with the Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society. Every Wednesday, being the day the Society 

open their Library to the Public, he would be seen working in their room at the Museum. He served on the Council of the B.A.S. 

and was appointed a Vice-President. 

 Alan had many publications to his name, some of which are listed below. 

The Dell Index of the Apprentices of Bucks. May the Voters be Free and the Representatives Independent; a biographical study of William 

Rickford; M.P. (1768-1864). With Richard Pierce, The Book of Stoke Mandeville (publ. Phillimore). John Wilkes; The Aylesbury Years (1747-

63); His collected letters to His Agent, John Dell. Joint compiler with J. S. W. Gibson of Tudor and Stuart Muster Rolls. The Goodalls of Dinton 

and Eton in Vol 52 of The Records of Buckinghamshire (current edition). There were also many articles and guides to Family History, 

Our sympathy goes to Alan’s family and many friends and colleagues.   

I have benefited from Mr. Derek Ayshford’s  many years of friendship with Alan in writing the above.  

Bob Hammond 
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J.H. AND I.T. 

In the last issue of The Patriot we asked for anyone with audio-
visual skills and the facilities to produce a program about John 

Hampden and the Society to come forward. So far there has been no 
response, but we live in hope. 

Meanwhile we have another information technology requirement. 
The website has done a useful job over the years, but it is beginning 

to look rather old-fashioned and lacks some of the facilities which 
are needed to make it user-friendly - especially the online member-

ship application. So if anyone is, or knows of, a website designer 
who can bring this site up-to-date and make it suitable for the 

Society’s second 20 years, now is the time to get in touch. 

As well as the website, the Society also has a Googlegroup mailing 

list with about 50 subscribers. This very useful facility is open to any 
member with an e-mail address and enables the interchange of news 

and information on a bulk basis by posting to just one address. 
Committee members (who have their own, very busy smaller list) 

find the Googlegroup invaluable for sending out details of events 
which cannot wait for the next issue of this newsletter or which 

would occupy too much space. Such a list also has its own online 
archive, where all previous correspondence can be read. 

This should not be confused with the Members’ Area on the 
website, which is accessed by means of a supplied password and 

contains annual reports, minutes of meetings, a current membership 
list, etc.   

To discuss any of the above matters, contact me at: 
contact@johnhampden.org. 

Roy Bailey 

ROYAL PARDON 
After the Civil War and Interregnum came the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660. King Charles II passed the Indemnity and 

Oblivion Act 1660, which ordered that those who had signed or were associated with signing Charles I’s death warrant were 

brought to court. Those Regicides still living who had not fled abroad were hung, drawn and quartered; a lucky few had their 

sentence commuted to life imprisonment. Some Regicides, even though they were dead and buried, were disinterred, hung at 

Tyburn and beheaded. Their bodies were thrown into a pit and their heads stuck on a spike outside Westminster Hall. 

At the Society’s AGM last April we were invited to 

photograph the 1st Viscount Saye and Sele’s Royal 

Pardon, which was the holder’s exemption from the 

Indemnity and Oblivion Act. Very carefully it was 

taken from its display case, brought into the sunlight 

and photographed (left).                          

Those persons who were prominent in the Civil War 

had to enlist a lawyer to get their name onto the 

Indemnity and Oblivion document with a clause that 

stated they were exempted, which the King then signed. 

Others of less importance had a general pardon. 

The document, written in Latin and old English, 

was translated by Dr Maija Jansson, Emeritus Director 

of Yale University. The purpose of all this activity was 

to satisfy Lord & Lady Saye’s curiosity and to present 

them with a translated copy for being such wonderful 

hosts for the Society’s AGM. 

Derek Lester 
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HAMPDEN HOUSE CHAIRS FOR 
SALE! 

We have been advised by J.P. Humbert Auctioneers of Towcester 

that four 17th Century walnut chairs, which were bought in 
Aylesbury in 1937, will be offered for sale at their Fine Art and 

Antiques Auction on Thursday 27th September 2012, at 5.30pm. 

These chairs apparently came from Hampden House in the sale of 

1936, and may have been used by John Hampden. 

For further details ring 01327 359595, see the online catalogue 

from Friday 21 September,  or email 
admin@jphumbertauctioneers.com 

NEW MEMBERS 
A number of new members have joined the Society this year, 

but a particularly warm welcome is extended to Pascal Gillon 

of Dole, France - our first recruit from a non-English-speaking 
country. 

Printed by Colourplus Print &  Design 

28 Monument Business Park, Chalgrove, Oxon OX44 7RW  
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RESPECTED ROYALISTS 
Lucius Cary, 2nd Viscount Falkland 

(1609/10 - 1643) 

Lucius Cary was a man whose tragedy was to be born in the early 17th century instead of in the Age of Enlightenment. Gentle, 

moderate in outlook, courteous and intellectual, he was thrust into the brutal conflict of the Civil Wars, and virtually committed 

suicide in despair. 

He was born at Burford on Oxfordshire in either 1609 or 1610, the son of Henry Cary and Elizabeth Tanfield. The elder Cary had 

been ennobled as Viscount Falkland in the peerage of Scotland, which enabled him and his son to sit in the House of Commons. The 

young Lucius was admitted to St John’s College, Cambridge, at the early age of 11, and the following year transferred to Trinity 

College, Dublin, on the appointment of his father as Lord Deputy. 

He graduated in 1625 and in the same year he inherited the estates of Great Tew and 

Burford on the death of his maternal grandfather, and took possession in 1629. The 

following year he married Lettice Morison against the fierce opposition of his 

father, who considered her to be of a poor family. When Lucius’ offer to hand 
over his estates to his father was rejected, he spent two years in the Dutch 

Republic seeking - unsuccessfully - military service.  

Lucius inherited the Falkland title on the death of his father in 1633, but 

found that the paternal estates were encumbered by debt. He lived quietly 

at Great Tew for most of the 1630s; not even becoming a JP, but he was 

admitted to Lincolns Inn in 1638. He refused to pay Ship Money on 

some heavily-indebted Hertfordshire property but did so in Oxford-

shire, suggesting that the refusal was over rating rather than principle. 

Falkland now spent much of his time in study; learning Greek and 

writing verse. He invited many scholarly and intellectual friends to 

visit him  -  his great friend Edward Hyde (later Lord Clarendon), 

divines such as Gilbert Sheldon, poets like Edmund Waller, philoso-

pher Thomas Hobbes and possibly playwright Ben Jonson. It is said that 

John Hampden was also a visitor. This coterie enjoyed the intellectual 

stimulus and Falkland’s hospitality and friendship, and became famous as 

‘The Great Tew circle’. Clarendon later wrote that Great Tew, ‘being 

within ten or twelve miles of the University [of Oxford], looked like the 

University itself, by the company that was always found there’.  

This company and their host drew much inspiration from Erasmus, disliking the 

narrow dogmatism of both Laudianism and Calvinism, and embracing tolerance. 

Such attitudes were evident in Falkland when he entered Parliament in 1640, for he 

supported the rule of law in his many speeches. He attacked Ship Money and the judges who had 

defended it, stating that they ‘who should have been as dogs to defend the sheep, have been as wolves to worry them’, and chaired a 

committee to investigate their behaviour. As a result, he was one of four members thanked by the Commons for their services. He 

also supported the prosecution of Strafford. This attachment to the rule of law led him to oppose the Root and Branch movement, 

although he was against the Laudian influence on the church. 

It was the question of church government which led to Falkland’s breach with Hampden. The former was in favour of reform - 
excluding bishops from the House of Lords and the clergy from secular matters - rather than outright abolition. Hampden appeared 

to agree initially, and assured Falkland that if the bill currently before the House was  passed ‘there would be nothing more 

attempted to the prejudice of the church’. 

As a result Falkland supported the bill, but it was lost, and almost immediately the Root and Branch bill (the petition to completely 

abolish episcopacy) was introduced. This he opposed, and during the debate on the Grand Remonstrance made it clear that he was 

against all the opposition’s policies. On being reproached by Hampden for his change of attitude Falkland replied, ‘that he 

had formerly been persuaded by that worthy gentleman to believe many things which he had since found to be untrue, and therefore 

he had changed his opinion in many particulars as well as to things as to persons’. 

On 1st January 1642 Charles appointed Falkland as Secretary of State but kept him in ignorance about the intended arrest of the 

Five Members. He was opposed to the war and acted as an emissary between the King and Parliament. Clarendon later wrote that 

‘when there was any overture or hope of peace [he] would be more erect and vigorous …’, but Falkland, although being deeply 

committed to a compromise between royal power and the rule of law, defended the King’s right to command the armed forces 

and appoint senior officers. 

Falkland fought at Edgehill and at the siege of Gloucester, but by the summer of 1643 he was in deep depression, sitting silent for 

long periods before intoning ‘Peace, peace’. He had unsuccessfully courted danger at Gloucester, but at the First Battle of Newbury 

on 20th September, having donned a clean shirt and told his friends that ‘he was weary of the times, and foresaw much misery to his 

own country, and did believe he should be out of it ere night’,  he deliberately rode his horse at a gap in a hedge lined by 
Parliamentarian musketeers and was shot dead. 

continued on next page  
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Lucius Cary’s tragedy was to have lived in a period when England descended into the kind 

of violence, conflict, and partisanship that he abhorred. Despite his later elevation to the 

political stage, he was not a natural man of affairs or administrator. This owed less to a lack of 

ability or energy than to the fact that his personality was essentially too gentle and 

contemplative for him to be very effective politically. 

His loss was felt deeply by friend and foe alike. Clarendon wrote: ‘He was superior to all 

those passions and affections which attend vulgar minds, and was guilty of no other ambition 

than of knowledge, and to be reputed a lover of all good men’. 

Bulstrode Whitelocke, who was one of Hampden’s Ship Money lawyers and later served in 

the Greencoats, wrote of Falkland, ‘His death was much lamented by all that knew him, or 

heard of him; being a gentleman of great parts, ingenuity, and honour, courteous and just to 

all, and a passionate promoter of all endeavours of peace betwixt the king and parliament’.  

•   Falkland’s body was buried at Great Tew, after being taken to a farmhouse on the 

battlefield now known as Falkland Garth. The modern streets around the battlefield area at 

Wash Common bear many names of the participants, but he is especially remembered. 

There is Falkland Road and Cary Close, an eponymous cricket club, a local government 

ward, a primary school and a doctors’ surgery, but the most obvious is the impressive 
monument to him at the crossroads on the Andover Road (right). 

Sadly, this only commemorates the Royalists who died with Viscount Falkland that day. 

 Roy Bailey         

HAMPDEN IN THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE 
On Sunday 13th May the town of Hampden, in the 

South Island of New Zealand, held a Hampden Day to 

celebrate the life of the man who gave his name to the 

town. 

The theme was  John Hampden - His Tymes and His 

Music, and featured a concert in the Presbyterian 

Church (left) by the Schola Cantorum of Christchurch 

and the Canterbury-Otago Consort of Viols (both 

under the direction of Roger Buckton), performing 

English Renaissance music. 

The highlight of the concert was a performance of Elegy For a Fallen City, about the previous 

year’s devastating earthquake in Christchurch. This has already been sung around the country and 

in Australia. 

Visitors were welcomed by the Mayor of 

Hampden, Mr Alex Familton, and there 

was a discourse on John Hampden by historian Ken Bridge. Follow-

ing the musical performance there was afternoon tea and then the 

audience was invited to join ‘The Big Sing-In’, again of 17th century 

music, which they were assured was easily learned. The church, built 

in 1870 and noted for its fine acoustics, was packed to capacity with 

an estimated 150 people. 

The guests of honour were our former members Hugh and Trixie 

Muldrew from Oamaru. Very appropriate as Hugh was a former 

Mayor, and they lived in Hampden until recently. 

There was also a display of items from John Hampden’s time, and our 

contact there, Trevor Norton, said, ‘The displays about Hampden the 

Patriot and his times were well received and made many pause to 

think about the person the town is named after. The Mayor, in his 10 

minute welcome to the choir and musicians, touched on peoples who understand their past and therefore have an easier task of 

facing the future, and was delighted that the locals in Hampden were taking the time to celebrate their heritage’. 

Trevor also reports that the notice board in the centre of the town has been updated with a permanent portrait of John 

Hampden, and a resume of his life and similar items have been erected in the Community Centre. 

The Society is grateful to Trevor for supplying all this interesting information. The photographs are by Bent Jansen.  

Roy Bailey 

Alison MacTavish being fitted 
out with a 17th century dress by 

her sister-in-law Terry 
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Roger Buckton 
conducting the 

viols and choir 


