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Chalgrove Field and the Fog of War
Many members of the Society will be aware of the groundbreaking research carried out by Derek and Gill Lester into
the complicated sequence of events on the 17th/18th June
1643, known to history as the Battle of Chalgrove Field.
The Lesters assembled a coherent and detailed picture
of what actually happened that challenges the traditional
and until now generally accepted account of the Battle.
Their conclusions are supported by evidence drawn from a
reassessment of contemporary correspondence and reports
of the battle, scrutiny of ancient field maps, and by a close
examination of the local topography.
The Lesters have finally published their findings as a twelvepage article in the 2015 (volume 80) edition of Oxoniensia
the annual journal of the Oxfordshire Architectural and
Historical Society (OAHS). The journal is however currently
only available to members of OAHS but the Society has a
rolling programme for releasing free access on its website to
articles published in its journal. We will let members know
when the Lesters’ article is released in this way. The website
link is http://oxoniensia.org/.
Amongst the key conclusions that the Lesters have drawn
are that the battle is of such a scale and duration that it
cannot sensibly be called a skirmish and that the location of
the major action (in which Hampden was fatally wounded)
is not where previous historians and cartographers have
usually placed it. They have also concluded that as a direct
result of the serious loss of principal officers the Earl of Essex
was forced to abandon Thame shortly afterwards and with
it any hope of besieging Royalist Oxford. They accept that
sickness amongst his soldiers added to Essex’s problems.
The Lesters further believe that the contemporary
correspondence supports the conclusion that the routing of
the Parliamentary forces at the Battle of Chalgrove was a
key contributory factor in encouraging Queen Henrietta to
embark on her successful journey across country from Hull
to Oxford with a waggon train loaded with ammunition and
weapons desperately needed by the King’s army.
Interestingly the Lesters have advanced the suggestion that
the idea that the battle was only a skirmish dates back to the
Earl of Essex’s earliest reports to the House of Commons. It
is likely that the skirmish that Essex referred to was actually
an encounter at around 8.15am when a small Parliamentarian

force caught up with the Royalists’ column at South Weston.
The main force of 700 – 800 Parliamentarian cavalry only left
Thame at 8.00am and did not engage the enemy until at least
8.45am. It is also possible that the Earl intentionally wished
to under report the damage done to the Parliamentarian
cause since this reflected badly on him as a commander and
the news would have given heart to Royalist sympathisers.
Now that the Lesters’ research is in the public domain the
Society and its members are in a much stronger position
to challenge those who adhere to the traditional view of
the Battle that draws largely on the inadequate narrative
provided by Hampden’s first biographer, Lord Nugent. It
is possible that some may dispute the conclusions that the
Lesters have drawn but at least the debate can now move on
and there can certainly be no excuse for future academics
and other serious commentators to accept the traditional
view as undisputed fact.
In the past the Lesters have expressed the desire to publish
their research in book format and the publication of the
article brings them closer to achieving that objective. Sadly,
the article does not acknowledge the help given to of the
authors by the Society, especially the loan of over 130 books
from the Society’s specialist library.
Members tempted to dip into the treasure house of articles
that are free to download from the Oxoniensia website may
like peruse the 1973 article by Stevenson and Carter on The
Raid on Chinnor and the Fight at Chalgrove Field.
Sam Hearn

‘SHOW AND TELL’ TO GREAT HAMPDEN WI
I should start by saying that this was not a full-blown
presentation but a ‘show and tell’ session where I was one
of eight people telling W.I. members about something
interesting that they had done or were interested in or that
had happened to them. So I only had 5 minutes to make an
impression! There were about 25 members present at the
meeting, which was held on Thursday 21st January 2016 at
Great Hampden Village Hall.
I began by explaining that my husband Jim Rodda’s interest
in and admiration of John Hampden was one of the reasons
why we had moved to Great Hampden. I drew their attention
to the Ship Money memorial near Prestwood that many of
them seemed to know about - and read out the inscription
(from Valerie Horne’s article), briefly explaining what the
tax was, how it had been expanded by Charles I and the
significance of JH’s refusal to pay just 20 shillings (out of
the £14 ship money tax demanded) as a matter of principle.

I then explained that the Chiltern Society, who have taken
over responsibility for the upkeep of the Memorial from
Bucks County Council, and the John Hampden Society, with
Jim as Site Co-ordinator, were jointly working on a plan
to renovate the memorial, to make it more accessible and
to revive an interest in John Hampden and the effect of his
actions on the lead up to the Civil War.
Five people took away copies of the Society’s leaflet that I
had brought with me - a good sign! I concluded by saying
said that Jim and I would be very happy to talk to anyone
who wanted to know more, either about the history or the
plans to reinvigorate the memorial and that we would keep
people updated on events such as study days or memorial
celebrations.
Several W.I members have subsequently told me that they
found the short talk very interesting.
Elizabeth Hardy

BOOK REVIEW
The History of England,
Volume III : Civil War

By Peter Ackroyd
Published by Macmillan, London, in 2014
502 pages, with 36 illustrations in colour
ISBN 023070641X
Now also available in paperback

Although the third volume of Ackroyd’s English history is subtitled ‘Civil War’ it covers a much longer period of some 85
years, beginning with Sir Robert Carey’s heroic ride to Edinburgh in 1603 to inform King James VI of Scotland of the death
of Queen Elizabeth and ending five reigns later with the invasion of William of Orange and the flight of James II to France
in 1688.
The greater part of the book is devoted to the reigns of the five heads of state and their relationships with their parliaments
during the period. Of the 502 pages of the book, the English Civil War of 1639-51 covers only 145 pages, while the Scottish
and Irish wars are dealt with briefly. He relates how the Stuart kings were as reluctant to concede essential reforms as their
parliaments were to grant adequate taxation. He sees the civil wars as more religious than constitutional in nature.
John Hampden’s struggle against the monarchy of Charles I is covered with the main highlights of his career from the
summons to explain his refusal to pay a forced loan in 1627 to his death during the Civil War in 1643. His rise to prominence
in 1637 is covered in some detail when the king decided to call him before the Court of Exchequer for refusing to pay his
portion of the Ship-Money tax. When in the following year, the decision of the court was given as seven against five, being
the smallest of all possible majorities for the king, Hampden became a national hero.
The opposition to the illegal tax also became more intense as a direct result of his action. Following his election to parliament
again in 1640, Hampden became actively involved with a Puritan parliamentary group that helped to shape the session.
They were particularly active in the impeachment of the Earl of Strafford, the hated king’s minister. When in January 1642
Charles I, with an armed guard, attempted to arrest Lord Mandeville and five members of the House of Commons, both Pym
and Hampden were included among those to be charged. Hampden’s role in the early stages of the Civil War is also covered
with his raising of a regiment and his mortal wounding while fighting against the royalists at Chalgrove Field.
The final chapters of the book culminating with Ackroyd’s description of the departure of James II reads like the final act of
a drama covering the five reigns. The Stuarts of the male line are gone forever and at last a new politics can begin. Perhaps
not entirely gone since the new king, William III is himself the son of a Stuart mother and the husband of a Stuart wife, and
true democracy is to be established only far into the future. However there were to be no more tragic attempts to achieve
absolute monarchy in Great Britain.
Brian Cox

OBITUARY
Gloria Jarvis Smith
1925 - 2014

Gloria was one of our members who
travelled quite a distance to come to
our meetings, being driven by a friend
from Canterbury. While it is completely
understandable that for a variety of
reason many are unable to get to
meetings in Buckinghamshire, I always
had a feeling there was something
special about this lady. Sitting next to
her on one occasion at a Hampden Day
(I think in Chalgrove), I asked if I might
purchase one of her books. This started a
friendship mainly by correspondence to
someone whom I came to realise was a
quite remarkable woman.
The problem of writing, very briefly, the life of someone with many
talents is to convey their achievements without overwhelming the reader.
One could take from Who’s Who in Art; Medaille d’Argent, Paris 1976;
Acadamicien d’Italie Medaille d’Or and very much more. Since Gloria’s
natural abilities were drawing and painting she trained at St Martin’s
School of Art in London and the University of Florence. She spent many
years in Belgium with her then husband and was a highly respected
commentator and artist. One of her portraits was of the Royal Princess of
Liege, subsequently Queen of The Belgians.
Many of her pictures are in private collections, so well described in her
book, An Easel in the Family. These include Churchill speaking at his
school - Harrow.
Her eyesight deteriorated in middle age and then began seriously a second
love, that of writing. Taking prime position were the biographies of her
family, A Jarvis Tapestry, Part 1 and Part 2. These are incredibly well
designed books as you would imagine of a lady of her abilities; while the
texts which describe mainly her Jarvis Family are, I believe, a masterclass
in how to produce a family biography. As a little example: how a knight
with the name of Gervaise came in 1066 with William the Conquerer
to England. Then tracing the Gervais name through changes to Jarvis, a
yeoman in Haddenham. Subsequently to Soulbury, Ashendon and even
one who was steward to the Patriot’s son Richard at Hampden. After
many other venues around Aylesbury we arrive at her Grandfather’s shop,
V. H. Jarvis, General Draper, Hosier, Glover, Silk Mercer, etc. of 15 High
Street, Aylesbury.
Most will, I know, remember Gloria as the picture shows her in the Spring
2013 edition of The Patriot, but should any wish to read fully her life and
see the strong, yet caring person with a great love of her family (she had
no children herself), the books are available on line.
A final book is Rose in the Martyrdom about Canterbury Cathedral.
Gloria guided round Italian and French visitors due to her fluency in those
languages.
Her final postcard in November 2013 to me was of the Portland Vase in
the British Museum, and at the end she wrote, “See you one day! Best
wishes, Gloria. X” She died on 15th November 2014 at the age of 89.
Sam Hearn and I attended a Memorial Service for Gloria in the Crypt of
Canterbury Cathedral on Thursday 5th February, 2015.
Bob Hammond

DIARY DATES
Saturday 19th March. The City of Oxford
during the Civil War. A talk at Banbury
Museum, Spiceball Park, Banbury OX16
2PQ, commencing at 2.30pm. Tickets £8 from
01295 763752 or www.banburymuseum.org.
Saturday 9th April. The Society’s Annual General Meeting. To be held at Broughton
Castle, Banbury OX15 5EB, commencing at
2pm. Non-members welcome; a tour of the
Castle is optional.
Sunday 12th June. A visit to the Ship Money
monument at Prestwood. Meet at the Hampden
Arms, Hampden Row at 1.30pm, or 12.30 if
lunching.
Friday 24th June. Wreath-laying ceremony
at the Hampden Statue in the Palace of
Westminster. (to be confirmed)
For up-to-date information, see the Diary page
on the Society’s website at:
www.johnhampden.org/diary.htm

HAMPDEN IN HIS LOCAL

Society Chairman Steve Barriff is pictured
donating a reproduction of the Robert Walker
portrait of John Hampden to Louise Lucas,
landlady of the Hampden Arms pub at Great
Hampden. Louise is happy to have a supply
of the Society’s leaflets on display for visitors
who occasionally ask for more information
about the Patriot.

The Hampden Arms has its own website
www.thehampdenarms.co.uk if you wish to find
out more about the services that it provides. It
is located at Hampden Row, close to Hampden
House and not far from the Honor End Ship
Money memorial. If you are visiting the pub be
sure to let Louise know that you are a member of
the Society.
• During World War II the licence of the Hampden
Arms was actually held by the 8th Earl of
Buckinghamshire (‘Bertie Bucks’), who was
the last Earl to live in Hampden House.

A Capital Move

It has been reported that the Chinese Government has agreed to fund and build a new Parliament
building for Zimbabwe at Mount Hampden, some 11 miles from the centre of Harare (formerly
Salisbury). In 2012 the Zimbabwean Cabinet approved plans to construct a new capital city at
Mount Hampden. It was acknowledged however that progress would be dependent on the securing
of external funding and support by international partners.
Mount Hampden is a village in the Mashonaland East province of Zimbabwe. It was the original
destination of the Rhodesian Pioneer Column in 1890. The location was named in honour of John
Hampden the Patriot by the hunter and explorer Frederick Courtney Selous (pictured) who has been
appointed by Cecil Rhodes to guide the Pioneers into territory that had previously been little visited
by Europeans. Mount Hampden could well have become the capital of Rhodesia but for the fact
that whilst Selous was absent from the settlement, negotiating with King Lobengula, the Pioneers
decided to relocate to Fort Salisbury (now Harare).
The Society would appreciate any further information on this curious new development in the use of the Patriot’s name. It is not
clear if Zimbabweans fully appreciates the significance of the Hampden heritage.
Sam Hearn

DID YOU KNOW...

That John Hampden was the 19th generation of the Hampden
family since the time of Edward the Confessor?

That he was descended, through his mother, from the nephew of
Henry VIII’s minister Thomas Cromwell?

Chenies Manor just after the Battle of Edgehill?
That his second son Richard became Chancellor of the
Exchequer in the reign of William III?

That he was only 2 years old when he inherited the Hampden
Estate?

That his grandson, another John, was sentenced to death for
his part in the Monmouth uprising but reprieved, and later
committed suicide?

That he spent some time in Scotland in 1642 as a part of a
Parliamentary commission - the only time he left England?

That his descendant, the 7th Earl of Buckinghamshire, added
Mercer-Henderson to his surname of Hobart-Hampden as a
result of his marriage?

That two of his six daughters were both called Mary?

That his second marriage, to Lady Letita Vachell, took place in
Reading Abbey?
That his elder son John was probably killed in a skirmish at

That Winston Churchill and Prince William are both descended
from John Hampden?

BACK TO BROUGHTON

FAREWELL

For the Society’s AGM this year, we shall be back in the splendid surroundings of Broughton
Castle, near Banbury, home of the Saye and Sele family and location for a number of films and
TV dramas, such as the BBC’s Wolf Hall.
We were last there in 2012, and members will again have an opportunity to visit ‘The Room That
Hath No Ears’, where Lord Saye’s ancestor entertained John Hampden and other members of
the Parliamentary opposition under the guise of membership of the Providence Island Company.
The Castle website at: http://www.broughtoncastle.com/ is well worth a visit.

MEMBERSHIP

The annual membership subscription to the
Society, payable on 1st January each year, is:
Single members
Joint members
Junior/students

-

£15.00
£20.00
£10.00

This newsletter is published quarterly and
distributed free to members.

Printed by Sarsen Press
22 Hyde Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 7DR
Tel: 01962 854281
info@sarsenpress.com

This is my final issue as Editor.
Henceforth The Patriot will be
put together by Sarsen Press,
who already do our printing.
Future contributions should
be sent to Honorary Secretary
Anthea Coles.
Roy Bailey
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