THE PATRIOT
Quarterly Journal of The John Hampden Society
No. 10 - Spring 1995

JOHN HAMPDEN’S MEN WIN
THE SECOND BATTLE OF
CHALGROVE
Yes, it’s official! Chalgrove Field has
been added to English Heritage’s Battlefields Register, following a vigorous
campaign by members of the John
Hampden Society and the people of
Chalgrove.
At their meeting on 8th February the
Battlefields Panel, under the chairmanship
of Major General Sir Martin Farndale, the
Master Gunner, decided to recommend to
the Commissioners of English Heritage
that Chalgrove Field be upgraded from a
skirmish to a battle. Their change of mind
was a direct result of a great deal of hard
work.
PROTESTS
Our protests began last June, when The
Independent leaked the details of English
Heritage’s proposed Register, showing
that Chalgrove was to be listed as a
skirmish. Following the launch of the
Battlefields Register in September, at
which Hon. Secretary Roy Bailey registered a verbal objection on behalf of the
Society, our President, Dr John Adair,
suggested that detailed research should be
undertaken to establish the exact boundaries of the battlefield at Chalgrove and to
learn more about the conduct of the battle.
He believed that Chalgrove was of
military importance because it was not a
set-piece battle, like Edgehill, Marston
Moor or Naseby, but an attempted delaying action by the Parliamentarians and a
coat-trailing ambush by the Royalists.
Only one other engagement in the Civil
War was conducted in this fashion.
BATTLE GROUP
We wrote to a number of interested
parties, proposing that a study group be
formed for this purpose, and suggesting
that it be called ‘The Chalgrove Battle
Group’. Both the idea and the name were
taken up enthusiastically by Derek Lester
and Dr John Whitehead, who are also
members of Colonel John Hampden’s
Regiment in the English Civil War Society; Gill Blackshaw, Clerk to Chalgrove

Parish Council; and John Steel-Clark,
Secretary of Chalgrove Local History
Group.
Between July and December 1994 this
intrepid quartet spent many hours walking
the battle site and the surrounding countryside, interviewing local historians, talking
to local people in pubs, and researching old
documents, maps and aerial photographs in
the British Museum and the Bodleian
Library in order to build up a detailed
picture of the battlefield and the battle. So
successful were their efforts that they have
identified the very hedge over which Prince
Rupert jumped his horse to scatter the
Parliamentarian troops!
LOBBYING
While they were doing this, the Hon.
Secretary wrote again to all the towns of
Hampden around the world, including two
more small ones that had been discovered
in Australia, soliciting their help and support. In addition, influential people and
organisations in this country were lobbied.
As a result, English Heritage received
letters calling for Chalgrove’s registration
from historian Lady Antonia Fraser, Dr
Frank Hansford-Miller, The King’s Army
of the English Civil War Society, Thame
Historical Society, and from the towns of
Hampden, Maine, and Hampden, New Zealand, where the Society has members.
SUPPORT
The letters from Hampden, Maine, came
from Alice Hawes on behalf of the Historical Society, and Jeanne Whitten of the
Bicentennial Committee, while former
Mayor Hugh Muldrew and retired schoolteacher and local historian Miss Dora
Malthus weighed in with their support from
New Zealand. Lord Buckinghamshire’s
sister, Lady Helen Motteux, sent information about the founding of Mount Hampden
in Zimbabwe. (see page 4) This provided
extra ammunition for our case that John
Hampden was a world figure whose mortal
wounding at Chalgrove makes it an important battle. Had he succeeded in killing or
capturing Prince Rupert, or not been killed

himself, the subsequent history of the Civil
War and of this nation would have been
very much different.
DECISION
English Heritage were good enough to
extend the 1st December deadline to the
9th, when Derek delivered the enormous
package of research material, following up
the Society’s formal submission. This
two-pronged attack proved to be effective.
Dr Andrew Brown, inspector of ancient
monuments at English Heritage, said,
“The evidence put forward by the research
group about the extent of the battlefield
and of Prince Rupert’s bold tactics, and
the obvious importance of John Hampden
at that time, persuaded the Battlefields
Panel that, although Chalgrove was a very
small battle, it qualified for inclusion on
the Register.”
The Commissioners of English Heritage
will consider the Battlefield Panel’s recommendations shortly, but it is unlikely
that they will overturn the decision.
As a result, the Society received some
useful publicity in the national and local
press, although not everyone was convinced of John Hampden’s great qualities.
(see page 3)
CELEBRATION
To celebrate this notable victory, Derek
Lester has decided to organise a celebratory banquet in Hampden House on
Saturday 17 June, followed by a tour by
coach of Prince Rupert’s route and Chalgrove battlefield the following day. Full
details of both these events form a
supplement to this newsletter.
In addition, Derek has written a short
article about the conclusions of the Battle
Group’s extensive research (see page 2)
and it is the intention of the Group to use
the fruits of this research to write a book
which they hope will be the definitive
account of the Battle of Chalgrove Field.

THE BATTLE OF CHALGROVE FIELD
by

Derek Lester
The events leading up to the Battle of Chalgrove on 18 June 1643 are well documented in
Dr John Adair’s book ‘John Hampden the Patriot’; from Parliament’s unsuccessful sortie in
Islip to Prince Rupert’s avowed revenge to attack the Rebels’ furthermost outpost. Included
are details of how Prince Rupert assembled a
2000-strong raiding party and set out from
Magdalen Bridge, Oxford, to Chinnor, via Tetsworth and Postcombe. The story and our findings are taken up at Prince Rupert’s departure
from Chinnor with his prisoners and booty,
leaving the town on fire.
From ‘The Late Beating Up’, the direction of
retreat is given as ‘His march homewards all
along under the ledge of hills to the south and
southwards.’ This, with the following extract,
sets the course along the Lower Icknield Way.
Rupert was expecting to be attacked. We read
that ‘a body of rebels were discovered in the
village hard upon the left hand of us. Presently
whereupon some half score of their scouts
were discovered upon the sides of Becon Hill,
beyond the village.’
This description can be accurately sited at Aston Rowant, and it is here that a series of
skirmishes took place. These engagements involved 200/300 Parliament troops harassing
the rearguard of the Royalists all the way to
Golder Hill (see map).
The descriptions of the Battle of Chalgrove by
many of the contemporary sources are con-

fused and misreported. Being written as third
party accounts by writers who had little or no
knowledge of either Oxfordshire or warfare,
they confused the skirmishes with the main battle.
The line of retreat from Aston Rowant to
Golder Hill is poorly documented. With Lewknor, Shirburn Castle, Pyrton and Watlington
all being billeted by Parliament, it was deduced
that it would be to Rupert’s advantage to avoid
these village and go direct to Chislehampton
Bridge. His local scouts probably took him via
South Weston, as this way offered cover to his
left flank because of modest sized brooks and
soft ground all the way to Golder Hill.
Rupert, on descending Golder Hill, had sent
his foot troops on ahead with the prisoners,
leaving the dragoons to form an ambush along
the lanes and hedges of Chalgrove Field. It was
Rupert’s intention to draw the Parliamentary
troops into this ambush, but as he could see
several bodies of rebel horse and dragoons
coming down Golder Hill, he decided to stand
and fight.
Rupert drew his troopers into ‘a Great Close
[see map (1)], by Warpsgrove House (2) among
the trees beyond a Great Hedge (3), which
parted that Close from our field (4)’... ‘The
Prince with his Horse made shew of a retreat,
whereupon the rebels advanced cheerfully’...
‘They were parted by a hedge (5), close to the
midst whereof the rebels brought on their

Dragooners’. (It is interesting to note that the
facts given in ‘The Late Beating Up’, from
which the above is taken, are a first-hand
account.)
Here, on one side of the hedge (5), were
drawn up Rupert’s three regiments of horse,
approximately 1,000 men, and on the other a
mixed grouping of Parliamentary troops totalling roughly 1,150. These figures can be
gleaned from various contemporary accounts
which contain the names of the leaders of the
troopers. The two newspapers of the day
unearthed by the Chalgrove Battle Group,
‘Mercurius Aulicus’ and ‘The Parliamentary
Scout’, confirmed that casualties were great on
both sides; Rupert’s and Prince Charles’
regiments accounting on one charge for 100
dead.
All the features described are still to be seen
in the landscape, including the hedge that was
the main focus of the battle, located at Grid
Ref. SP 647978. The battlefield, although
bounded today by Chalgrove Airfield to the
west and trading estates to the east, is virtually
intact. One minor incursion is a bungalow in
the north-east corner.
Hedge dating by approved methods, aerial
photographs and maps from 1845, 1822,
1811, 1796 and 1679, all unearthed by the
Battle Group, confirmed that the line of
hedges which existed in 1643 can still be
recognised today.
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1995
Sat 17 June Victory Banquet at Hampden
House
Sun 18 June Heritage Trail and Chalgrove
Battlefield Tour
Sat 9 & Sun 10 Sept ‘John Hampden and
His Times’ - the Second Adult Education
Weekend at Missenden Abbey

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The 3rd AGM was held at Hampden House on
Saturday 26 February. Attendance was poorer
than in previous years, although there were a
large number of apologies for absence. The Society welcomed as a guest Mrs Gill Blackshaw,
Clerk to Chalgrove Parish Council.
The Hon. Secretary gave a resume of the previous year’s events, and exhibited souvenirs of the
visit to Hampden, Maine, including an album of
photographs taken by himself, Rachel Hahn, Bill
Wood and Alice Hawes. He also mentioned the
successful campaign to get Chalgrove onto the
Battlefields Register, and invited Derek Lester to
give a short talk on the research by the Chalgrove Battle Group.
In his capacity as Acting Treasurer and Acting
Membership Secretary, Mr Bailey presented the
annual accounts, reported that the standing orders were working well, and suggested that there
should be no more admission to life membership
for the time being. He reported that there were
132 members at the end of 1994, of which 110
had so far renewed. It was agreed that recruitment of more members was a priority.
In accordance with the wishes of the President,
Dr John Adair, it was agreed that his post would
no longer carry membership of the Committee.
Instead, the post of Vice-Chairman was instituted. In the election of the Committee, all existing members were re-elected, with The Hon. Ian
Hope-Morley being elected as Vice-Chairman.
The posts of Treasurer and Membership Secretary remained unfilled.

HERO OR VILLAIN?
by
Roy Bailey
Not everyone admires John Hampden as much
as we do.
Last year I spent some time pestering Christopher Howse of ‘The Sunday Telegraph’ to
feature Hampden in his ‘Saints and Sinners’
column. When he finally complied in October,
the results (above) were not what members of
the Society might have expected.
I wrote a letter to the paper, accusing them of
having traduced Hampden and correcting some
of the more blatant inaccuracies, and also sent a
pack of information to Mr Howse. In his letter
of acknowledgement, he said, “Naturally, I still
think he is a villain, but then I am vilely
prejudiced.”
Someone else who could be said to fit that
description is Mr Fred Tildesley of Thame,
who wrote a letter (right) to ‘The Thame
Gazette’ in February, following the publication
of news of our successful Chalgrove campaign.
Copies were circulated at the AGM and
produced a prompt response to the paper, not
just from me, but also from John Hampden
Society members Diane Ansell and Derek
Lester, and from Mr Michael Shipperly.
We have issued an invitation to Mr Tildesley
to join the Society and learn more of the facts
about John Hampden but, so far, he has not
taken up the invitation.

NEWCOMER
We are happy to report that committee
member Janice Hansford gave birth to a 7lb
5½oz boy, christened Jaydon, on 27 January.
Congratulations to Janice and her husband
John. Jaydon attended the AGM with his
parents but, not being a member, did not vote.

It was agreed that annual subscriptions
would remain unchanged.

ADDRESS
Following the change in telephone dialling
codes comes a change in the post towns and
postcodes of some members in Berkshire,
which will come into effect in April.
The address of the Hon. Secretary is one that
is being altered, and if yours has changed too,
please inform him as soon as possible at the
new address on the right.

CARDS
Membership cards have either been sent out or
are enclosed with this issue of ‘The Patriot’. If
you have not received yours (or have received
two!) please contact the Hon. Secretary.

Derek Lester gave details of the Victory Banquet and the Heritage Trail (q.v.), and Mr Bailey
reported that the Missenden Abbey Adult Education Weekend was again being planned for September. (see ‘Diary Dates’)
Stephen Sharp reported on correspondence concerning the Ship Money Memorial (q.v.), and
Chairman Tim Oliver agreed that the brass
plaque presented to the John Hampden Society
by Hampden, Maine, Bicentennial Committee
should hang in Hampden House.
The Society would once again like to thank Tim
Oliver for his generosity in making the Great
Hall available for the AGM and for providing tea
afterwards.
(The full minutes of the AGM will be sent out to
members with the agenda for the 1996 meeting.)
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SHIP MONEY MONUMENT

WIN ONE, LOSE ONE
Lord Buckinghamshire’s sister,
Lady Helen Motteux has added to
the tally of places named after
John Hampden, and we have
learned about one that was lost.
Mount Hampden in Zimbabwe
was given that name on 12 September 1890 by Courtney Selous,
later founder of the famous Selous
Scouts, when he led a pioneer
column across the border from
South Africa into what was to

become Rhodesia. Selous was a
great admirer of John Hampden
and gave the Patriot’s name to the
first place at which the British flag
was raised. (below)
Unfortunately, there was insufficient water at Mount Hampden, so
after four days Selous’s party were
forced to find another site.
They moved on and founded Fort
Salisbury, now Harare.

With acknowledgements to the
National Archive of Zimbabwe

Miss Pat Barnes, Hon. Secretary
of the Cromwell Association, recently sent the Society a cutting
from a New Zealand tourist newspaper about the town of Murchison, which is in the north of
South Island.
The extract reads: ‘The town
takes its name from a nearby
mountain . . . named in honour of
Sir Roderick Murchison, a distinguished Scottish geologist.
Originally the town was called
Hampden - Liberal opinion of the
1860s had a great admiration for
the Roundheads of the English
Civil War - and most of the street
names, Fairfax, Chalgrave (sic),
Hotham, Cromwell and Waller are

named for generals or battles of
that war.’
Underneath this item is an advertisement for a hotel at the corner
of Fairfax and Waller Streets
called - the Hampden Hotel.
Perhaps our Antipodean member
Hugh Muldrew will be able to tell
us more about this one. In his
letter to English Heritage, Hugh
pointed out that, in the early days
of settlement, the northern part of
his Hampden was once known as
Chalgrove, and Lady Helen reports that there is an estate near
Mount Hampden called Chalgrove
- named by the owner who emigrated from the Oxfordshire village.

LABELS
These self-adhesive labels proved to be
very popular last year, and and are a very
good way of publicising the Society.

THE
JOHN HAMPDEN
SOCIETY
. . . honouring a great Englishman

1594 - 1643
For details telephone 01488 648441
We have had a fresh batch printed,
incorporating the new dialling code, so if
you have used up all your old ones and
would like some more, send an SAE to the
Hon. Secretary.

APOLOGIES
We are beginning to
build up a stockpile of
contributions from
members, all of which
are worthy of publication.
For instance, we have
received another engraving of John Hampden from Mrs Lilian
Bowler; a letter about
the Hampden estates in
Jamaica from Mrs Jan
Toms; an item about
John Hampden's sword
from Tim Oliver; and
from Dr John Adair an
article about the infamous supposed exhumation of the Patriot.
All will be published
when space permits.

Our complaint about the condition of the Ship Money Monument at
Honor End (see ‘The Patriot’ No.2) has prompted some action.
New member Stephen Sharp of Haddenham, who is Chief Education
Officer for Buckinghamshire, took up the cause and wrote to his council
about the state of the lettering on the Monument, which we believed
needed re-cutting to make it more legible.
In his reply to Mr Sharp, Countryside Officer Michael Woods stated
that the Monument had received considerable attention in 1992, when it
was cleaned and minor repairs carried out. At the same time, in liaison
with the Hampden Estate and their tenant of the adjoining land, the
boundary hedge was laid and a new gate installed.
“At the time and following advice from masonry consultants”, wrote
Mr Woods, “it was decided that re-cutting the inscription would only
cause further damage as the lettering would need to be made deeper and
wider and, as such, would merge together. An interpretive board was
produced to allow visitors to read what the inscription had said. This
aspect of the work received financial assistance from the Chiltern Society (£200.00).”
Mr Woods has forwarded a photocopy of the inscription, which reads:

FOR THESE LANDS IN STOKE MANDEVILLE
JOHN HAMPDEN
WAS ASSESSED IN TWENTY SHILLINGS
SHIP MONEY
LEVIED BY COMMAND OF THE KING
WITHOUT AUTHORITY OF LAW
THE 4TH OF AUGUST 1635
BY RESISTING THIS CLAIM OF THE KING
IN LEGAL STRIFE
HE UPHELD THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE
UNDER THE LAW
AND BECAME ENTITLED
TO GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE
HIS WORK ON EARTH ENDED
AFTER THE CONFLICT IN CHALGROVE FIELD
Congratulations to Stephen Sharp for taking up this matter; to Buckinghamshire County Council for their work on the Monument; and to the
Chiltern Society for their financial contribution.
The Ship Money Monument stands just north of Honor End Farm, at
Grid Ref. SP 862019.

MEMBERSHIP
The Standing Orders system for subscriptions is working well, with
more than half the current membership using it. Because of this, only 10
of last year’s members have failed to renew and membership of the
Society at 1 April was 125, which includes some new members.
These are John Ansell of Thame, whose wife Diane is a Governor of
John Hampden Primary School; Lord Hollenden, who is The Hon Ian
Hope-Morley’s father; and Miss Marie Endean of Woolhampton, Berks,
a campaigner for Parliamentary democracy. In addition, Hugh Muldrew
of Hampden, New Zealand, who was a member in 1993 and attended
the Commemorative Ceremony in Thame, has rejoined.
Nevertheless, membership is not growing as quickly as was hoped, and,
although we have achieved a great deal in the 2½ years of our existence,
we need a bigger Society in order to efffectively honour John Hampden.
It has therefore been decided to launch a recruitment drive, with a prize
of a half-case (6 bottles) of wine generously donated by Ian HopeMorley’s company Hampden Wines of Thame.
The rules are simple. Existing members will be awarded 1 point for
every new annual member that they recruit between now and 1 December, and another point if that new member completes the standing order
mandate. For the purposes of this competition, families will count as 2
people, irrespective of the number. The person scoring the most points
will therefore receive a rather nice Christmas gift. Make sure that you
put your own name and membership number at the top of the application form.
There will be a hold on any more admissions to life membership until
after the next committee meeting in May.

