
 

 

 

 

SOCIETY IN BIG PUBLICITY 
DRIVE 

Internet access will generate world-wide interest 

in John Hampden 

THE PATRIOT 
Quarterly Journal of the John Hampden Society 

No. 16 - Autumn 1996 

As the Society enters its fifth year, we 

have embarked on a number of public-

ity initiatives which should ensure that 

we are more widely known, and which 

will carry the name of John Hampden 

all over the world.  

INTERNET PAGE  

The first, and possibly the most signift-

cant. is that we now have our own page on 

the Internet’s World Wide Web. This was 

established on 14 October and, although at 

present anyone accessing it will merely 

ftnd the message ‘Under Construction’, it 
will soon be carrying a wealth of informa-

tion about John Hampden and the Society.  

A great debt of gratitude for this must go 

to that indefatigable supporter of the Soci-

ety and owner of Hampden House, Vice-

chairman Tim Oliver, and to his Director 
of Information Technology in Hampden 

Management Ltd., Michael Smith.  

The Hampden Group has registered the 

name ‘Hampden’ for its own World Wide 

Web site, and Mr Oliver has kindly al-

lowed the Society some space on that site. 
This means that our address will be:  

http://www.hampden.co.uk/jhs.htm  

It may seem bizarre to those who know 

little or nothing of computers, but any of 

the millions of Internet users anywhere in 

the world who type that address will go 
straight to the Society’s home page.  

Anyone typing just the word ‘Hampden’ 

will find the company’s page with a link to 

ours. Not only will they be able to read 

about John Hampden and the Society, and 

view pictures in full colour, but they will 

be able to print out the membership appli-

cation form and join the Society. We shall 

also have our own electronic mail address.  

Michael Smith has been very co-opera-
tive, and has made a number of helpful 
suggestions concerning the technical de-
tails of the Society’s page. This is cur-
rently being designed by Hon. Secretary 
Roy Bailey (it will be modelled on the re-
cent highly-successful leaflet. but with 
more pictures and information) and the 
conversion into computer language will be 
done by Derek Lester’s son Martin, who is 
currently studying computer sciences at 
Southampton University.  

SLIDE PROGRAMME  
The second initiative was sparked off by 

the two enquiries for lectures mentioned in 
the last issue of ‘The Patriot’. Graham 
Barfield, whose daughter lives at Great 
Kimble, swiftly volunteered to do the one 
at Princes Risborough in November, and it 
was decided that both these talks would be 
much more effective if they were illus-
trated.  
Consequently, Mr Barfield undertook to 

copy much of the Society’s photographic 
collection and other display material onto 
35mm colour slide - and an excellent job he 
made of it. too. We now have three identi-
cal programmes each containing 180 high-
quality slides which will enhance any talk 
about John Hampden and the Society. 
Indeed, they have already done so. The 

Hon. Secretary used them for his talk to the 
Gerrards Cross and Chalfont Historical 
Society on 28 September, and again on 11 
October to the Parents’ Association of the 
John Hampden Grammar School at High 
Wycombe.  
These programmes, which will be con-

stantly updated, are available to anyone 
who wishes to give a presentation of any 
sort about John Hampden or the Society -or 
indeed for any legitimate reason.  
Each slide is numbered and there is a de-

scriptive catalogue. The Hon. Secretary 
will retain one set; Graham Barfield will 

hold the second for the benefit of our Mid-
lands members; while the third will be held 
by either Maurice Kirtland or Mrs Rosa-
lie Gibson of Thame Historical Society. 
Sadly, these programmes cannot be sent to 
overseas members.  
Thanks again to Graham Barfield for a 

splendid piece of work, and also to Miss 
Pat Barnes, Hon. Secretary of the Crom-
well Association, for supplying us with 
some portraits of John Hampden’s cousin 
and his wife.  

POSTCARDS  

The third and final strand of the publicity 
campaign comes by courtesy of the Count-
ess of Buckinghamshire, who suggested 
at the AGM in February that we produce 
some John Hampden Society postcards.  

These have been designed with the Earl of 
St. Germans’ portrait of Hampden in full 
colour on the front. and some details of the 
Patriot and the Society on the back. We are 
having 2,500 printed and these will be 
available for members to purchase at 20p 
each. Minimum order is 10, and they are 
post free.  
Distribution is being carried out by:  

Miss Elizabeth Morris  

31 Craigwell Avenue  

AYLESBURY  

Bucks HP21 7AF  
and  

Dennis Hargreaves  

30 Ash Road  

PRINCES RISBOROUGH 

Bucks HP27 OBQ  

so get your order in to either of these com-
mittee members.  

These cards will make excellent Christ-
mas gifts, and every one used will be valu-
able publicity for the Society. We shall 
also be supplying batches to various out-
lets, such as Tourist Information Offices, 
for them to sell.  



 

 

 

 

Information about the Hampden Club, mentioned in previous issues of ‘The Patriot’, has 

come to hand, thanks to the efforts of one half of the Chalgrove Battle Group:  

THE HAMPDEN CLUB 1812-1822  
by 

Derek Lester and Gill Blackshaw  

The Club was instituted on the 20th April 
1812, born out of the discontent of notable 
honourable worthies who were concerned 
at the corruption within Parliament. Pocket 
and Rotten Boroughs abounded and seats 
were often willed to an interested party on 
the death of an MP. As far back as 1793 a 
Petition had been presented to the Com-
mons calling for Parliamentary reform, and 
this seems to have been the spur for like-
minded reformers to meet.  
The Club formed in 1812 had a founding 

membership of 71, who met under the 
chairmanship of Walter Fawkes at the 
Thatched House Tavern in St. James’s. The 
inaugural meeting started at ‘1pm 
promptly’. Membership was limited to 
those who owned £300 a year in land, or 
were heirs to such an amount. They dined 
twice a year together on the second Satur-
days in March and May, both at their own 
expense. Business commenced at 4pm, 
with the dinner at 6pm. Tbe membership 
fee was £2 a year.  
The first resolution stated that ‘a Society 

be now instituted, which shall have for its 
object the securing to the people the free 
election of their representatives to the 
Commons’ House of Parliament. That such 
a Society be called the Hampden Club’. 
There was no reference to our John Hamp-
den in any of their papers at this time, but 
Hampden’s precept of ‘no taxation without 
representation’ was reiterated in the Club’s 
statement of ‘taxation and representation 
are inseparably united; God hath joined 
them. The Club published many wordy 
pamphlets over the years of its existence 

and presented a majority of these to Parlia-
ment. In 1816 a Mr Gedge of Bury St. Ed-
munds proposed that a ‘Hampden Gazet-
te’or ‘Brittania Revived’ be published, but 
this does not seem to have come to fruition.  

By 1819 the Club had ‘reformed’ itself by 
dropping the money qualification for entry. 
Members attended from all over the coun-
try - Mr Fawkes, the original chairman, 
came from Farnley Hall in Yorkshire; Tho-
mas Northmore, the Secretary, came from 
Cleve in Devonshire; Major Cartwright 
from Brothertoft in Lincolnshire, and oth-
ers from Reading, Herefordshire and Sur-
rey, etc. Because of their membership offi-
cers of the Club suffered at the hands of 
MPs with legal action being taken against 
them, some being made bankrupt.  

In 1816 the ‘Trust Account of the Hamp-
den Association at the Banking-House of 
Messrs Spooner, Attwood and Co., of 29 
Gracechurch Street’ amounted to 
‘£202.0.0’, but this amount slowly dwin-
dled as membership decreased and fewer 
of those still belonging paid their member-
ship dues. The Club was wound up in 1822 
with debts being paid by the remaining 
members.  

These men kept the ideals of John Hamp-
den alive and helped to bring about the first 
great Parliamentary Reform Bill of 1832.  

•  Mrs Janice Hansford has kindly sup-

plied the Society with some references to 
documents about the Hampden Club in the 
Bodleian Library, Oxford. Anyone inter-
ested in further research can obtain a copy 
of this list from the Hon. Secretary.  

LETTER FROM AMERICA 

News from our friends in Hampden (Maine). Mrs Alice Hawes has sent a copy of the 
Hampden Historical Society’s newsletter, which records that copies of ‘The Patriot’ are 
kept on file in the Archive Room of their splendid headquarters, Kinsley House (above) 

so that members may have easy access to the latest info on our findings and goings-on.  

Mrs Hawes also reports that a bottle of John Hampden’s Ale, sent to her and Robert by 
circuitous means, was gratefully received!  

 

80 NOT OUT 

Congratulations to Founder Dr Frank 
Hansford-Miller, who celebrates his 80th 
birthday in November.  
 

Dr Hansford-Miller (above, at this 
year’s Annual Dinner) has just finished a 
mammoth, 16-volume work entitled ‘A 
History and Geography of English Reli-
gion’ (see back page), which he has pub-
lished himself under the imprint Abcado 
Publishers. He now intends to complete an 
unfinished novel about John Hampden, for 
publication in the spring of 1997.  

Dr Hansford-Miller’s ‘Lifelines’ biogra-
phy of Hampden, published by Shire Pub-
lications in 1976, is still proving to be a 
very popular primer for those who know 
nothing about the Patriot but wish to learn. 
16 were sold at the John Hampden Gram-
mar School talk, and Dr Hansford-Miller 
has despatched another batcb of 12 to Gra-
ham Barfteld for his talk at Princes Ris-
borough.  

Despite this, we cannot persuade Sbire 
Publications to re-print this excellent little 
work.  
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Another alleged portrait of John Hampden has come to light. This engraving, 

which states that it is ‘from a painting in Mr Bulfinch’s Hands’, has been sent 

to us by Michael Pfeil of Norwich, and our resident art historian, David 

Appleby, comments on it:  

This engraving looks a generic 
type that we have all come to 
recognise, and appears to be 
based on a loose copy of the St. 
Germans portrait used in the 
masthead of ‘The Patriot’. The 
engraver, according to the in-
scription on the print, is a Mr V. 
de Gucht. 

As I know very little about prints 
or engravers, I cannot elaborate 
on his work. However, the 
hatching and indeed the armour 
is virtually identical to a print of 
Major General Thomas Harri-
son, which appears. in ‘Leaders 
of the Civil War’ by Geoffrey 
Ridsdill-Smith and Margaret 
Toynbee (Roundwood Press, 
Kineton, 1977). 

The Harrison illustration is Plate 
37 in the book, ironicalIy directly 
opposite a supposed likeness of 
John Hampden. The number 
‘22’ at the bottom right hand of 
the print suggests that this latest 
Hampden illustration, together 
with that of Harrison, was proba-
bly part of a set of Parliamentar-
ian worthies. 

We will have to find out more 
about Mr de Gucht to obtain a 
likely date.  
(David Appleby has just finished 

the thesis for his MA, which he was 
taking at Essex University. His most 
recent work, ‘Our Fall Our Fame - the 
Life and Times of Sir Charles Lucas

(1613-1648)’ has just been published 
by Jacobus Publications and has been 
very favourably reviewed in ‘Military 
Illustrated’. Lucas, a notable Royalist 
general of horse, was executed, to-
gether with Sir George Lisle, by Lord 
General Fairfax after the surrender of 

Colchester in 1648.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCOMMODATION, RESTAURANT & 

BANQUETING 

 

1997 

February  (date to be advised) Annual 

General Meeting 

May  Proposed visit to Broughton Casrtle.      

Sat 21 June   Annual Dinner at The Spread 

Eagle Hotel, Thame 

BIRTHDAY 
The Society has just celebrated its 4th 

birthday, so now is the time to start 
thinking about ways of marking our 5th 
anniversary this time next year.  

Suggestions from members would be 
most welcome, and we shall discuss the 
matter at the AGM in February.  

The date for the Annual Dinner has 
already been set for Saturday 21 June.  

 

SEMINAR 
The proposed seminar on Chalgrove Bat-

tlefield, provisionally scheduled for 14 
June next year, has been put back until 
1998.  

RENEWALS 
 
Annual members who do not pay their 

subscriptions by standing order will find 
a renewal form with this issue, proving 
that the Membership Secretary is finally 
getting his act together!  

You are urged to adopt this method of 
payment, if possible, as it works ex-
tremely well and saves an inordinate 
amount of work.  

 

RHODES 
Members following the current BBC  

TV series ‘Rhodes’ may have noticed 
some references to Mount Hampden in a 
recent episode.  

In view of the information supplied by 

Lady Helen Motteux (see ‘The Patriot’ 
No. 10.), the scriptwriter seems to have 
taken some dramatic licence.  
 

APOLOGIES 
 
Once again, apologies are due for the late 

appearance of this issue, which should 
have been published at the end of Septem-
ber.  

The Winter issue of ‘The Patriot’ will 
be published in the New Year. Any contri-
butions should be received by the end of 
December.  

 
SALE  

Mr Henry Watts advises us that he has 3 
suits of theatrical armour for sale. Made 
for the film ‘Cromwell’, they cost £250 
each, and the buyer is required to collect 
them.  
Mr Watts’s address is:  

Kingsgate Castle, Broadstairs 
Kent CT10 3PR  

Tel: 01843 862284  



 

 

 

 


