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SOCIETY CELEBRATES FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY IN STYLE
The Fifth Anniversary Lunch, held at
Hampden House on Saturday 11 October last year, was a great success.
Some 85 members and guests attended,
and they all enjoyed a superb meal with
wine produced by local caterers Cuisine
Excellence of Aylesbury. A supply of
John Hampden’s Ale from the Chiltern
Brewery was also available.
Among the guests were Councillor Mrs
Frances Alexander, chairman of Wycombe District Council; local district
councillor Mrs Jean Gabbitas; Deputy
Mayor of Thame, Councillor Michael Le
Mesurier, and Town Clerk Miss Pat
Kingsnorth.
The latter two and Mrs Gabittas’s husband John subsequently joined the Society, together with Dr John McLuskie.
Sadly, the Prime Minister and the Speaker
of the House of Commons, though invited, were unable to attend.
Following the meal, the Hon. Secretary
read out an e-mail received the day before
from Dr Maija Jansson of Hamden
(Connecticut), which read:
“As I write you are preparing for lunch at
Hampden’s ancestral home. I do wish I
were there. While you are dining I shall
be working out the final annotation for the
Earl of Strafford’s defense on 13 April
1641. I am not sure where Hampden stood
on the bill of attainder!”
The Hon. Secretary then introduced the
guest speaker, the Society’s Patron Lord
Buckinghamshire.
“In his Dictionary of the English Language”, said Mr Bailey, “the great and
perceptive Dr Samuel Johnson defined a
Patron as ‘Commonly a wretch who
supports with insolence, and is paid with
flattery’.”
This remark was received with a certain
amount of consternation by the assembled
diners, but Mr Bailey quickly went on to
say, “However, this definition most certainly does not apply to our Patron. Miles
Buckinghamshire has been assiduous in
supporting the Society in a practical
manner since its formation. Despite being
a very busy man, he has turned out
whenever possible to assist in any way he
could.”

“He helped with the Battlefields Register
campaign at Chalgrove, and was in attendance there for the comemmorations in
1993 and again this year. He has rarely
failed to lend his support when asked. He
even chaired an AGM here one year,
which is something I bet the Queen has
never done!”
“Miles’s greatest sacrifice was to turn up
at the Chiltern Brewery in connection
with John Hampden’s Ale not once, but 3
times - two of them at 6 o’clock in the
morning. The first occasion was to mash
the brew, but there was a problem with
the equipment, so he had to come back
again at the same time three days later.
Such devotion to duty!”
“Ladies and gentlemen, we are very
fortunate in our Patron - Miles HobartHampden, Earl of Buckinghamshire.”
(See page 2 for the text of Lord Buckinghamshire’s excellent talk)
Following the talk, the toast ‘John Hampden - The Patriot’ was proposed by the
Society’s Chairman, The Hon. Ian HopeMorley, and enthusiastically drunk by all
present. The draw was then held for the
magnum of champagne, which had been
kindly donated by Mr Hope-Morley. This
was won by one of the guests, Mrs
Josephine Cole of Biggin Hill, Kent.
The success of the lunch was a tribute to
Mrs Gillian Goodall, who was responsible for most of the organisation. As a
small mark of appreciation the Committee
presented her with a pot plant.
A presentation of a bottle of whisky and
some John Hampden’s Ale was also made
to Jonathan Hutchinson, caretaker of
Hampden House, who, together with his
wife, had gone to a great deal of trouble
to ensure that the event went off
smoothly.
Jonathan then took many of the visitors
on a conducted tour of the house, explaining its history, and some also went over to
the church to look at the Hampden
memorials.
The only real disappointment of the day,
apart from the weather, was that no one
thought to take any photographs of such
an important event in the Society’s
history.

NEW WEB PAGE
The Society’s new web site is now up
and running, having been installed on
the Hon. Secretary's new Internet account at the beginning of December.
It comprises an introductory page (with a
copy of John Hampden’s portrait in an
oval frame); a brief biography of Hampden; three sections about the Society; a
copy of the letter sent to the Society by the
Speaker of the House of Commons on our
inauguration; a membership application
form; a bibliography; a diary of events;
and a list of links to other relevant sites. It
is hoped to add a news section to include
extracts from the current issue of ‘The
Patriot’.
The pages are profusely illustrated with
photographs, and the background is a
tasteful parchment effect. The new address, for those with access to the Internet,
is:
http://www.westberks.demon.co.uk/jhs/

and the Society’s e-mail address is now:
jhs@westberks.demon.co.uk

The old website on the Hampden House
domain, which has been in existence
unchanged since October 1996, has been
discontinued.
Thanks must go to Derek Lester’s son
Martin, who wrote the very complicated
program for the membership application
form.
It has been suggested that the pages be
printed in the form of a full-colour booklet
for the benefit of those who do not have
access to the Internet. We are looking into
this possibility

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
Armed with a new computer, Miss Elizabeth
Morris has now fully taken over the reigns as
Membership Secretary, so all renewals and
other membership matters should be addressed
to her. Annual members will find either a new
membership card or a reminder enclosed with
this newsletter.
A new address list will be published in the
Spring and, as there were a number of errors in
the last one, which came out in April 1997,
members are requested to check their entry and
let Miss Morris know of any amendments that
should be made.
Although they will not be published on the
address list but kept on the database, it is very
useful to also have members’ business telephone numbers, home and/or business fax
numbers and e-mail addresses, if appropriate.

THE HOBART FAMILY
by

Miles Buckinghamshire
It is not generally good practice to start
any talk by telling your audience who you
are not going to talk about. Well, today is
a slight change from the norm; I will not
spend much time talking about John
Hampden. The reason for this is that
many of you in the room have already
heard Professor John Adair, on at least
one and possibly two occasions, give erudite and interesting talks on my illustrious
ancestor.
Instead, I thought I would spend some
time answering two of the most common
questions I am asked. The first being
‘how far back can you trace your family?’
and, secondly, ‘why did your family become earls?’
As you are aware from Roy Bailey’s introduction, my family name is Hobart
(pronounced ‘Hubbart’) -Hampden. I am
a direct descendant of John Hampden’s
daughter, Mary, whose second marriage
was to Sir John Hobart of Blickling.
The first record I have of the Hampdens
at Great Hampden is in 1065 with Baldwin Hampden. My records detail that in
1066 he lost his lands to William the Conqueror, but these were returned to the
Hampden family in 1085. This probably
shows that you should always choose a
winner, and I suspect that Baldwin supported the Saxon King Harold rather than
William the Conqueror.
On the Hobart side, my papers trace their
ancestry back to Edward III. Over the
centuries the Hobarts, in particular, married into England’s and Scotland’s major
families, for instance the Percys in Northumberland and the Lothians in Scotland.
John Hampden is the best known Hampden, and he is frequently called John
Hampden the Patriot, or in Clarendon’s
terms, ‘the Father of the People’. No history of Buckinghamshire would be complete without significant reference to John
Hampden and his role in the parliamentary struggles in the reign of Charles I.
The Hobarts are less well known, but
they come from Norfolk and Suffolk and
were prominent in politics from the late
15th Century up to the death of the 4th
Earl in 1807. A Hobart of note was Sir
James Hobart who became Attorney General to Henry VII. His grandson Sir Henry
Hobart was also Attorney General and for
12 years Lord Chief Justice of Common
Pleas in the reign of James I.
The Hobarts purchased Blickling Hall
from the Boleyns. This fine Jacobean
house with its important gardens and
maze lies just outside Norwich. It passed
by marriage into the Lothian family and is
now owned by the National Trust. It is
well worth a visit.
Other significant houses linked to the
family are Marble Hill House, near Richmond, which was the property of the
Countess of Suffolk. There is another major house outside Lincoln, Knopton Hall,

which for some time was an RAF military
hospital.
All the Hobarts from the 1st Earl
downwards are descended from Sir John
Hobart and Mary Hampden’s marriage,
and we have produced some interesting
characters from time to time. The 2nd
Earl was Ambassador to the Court of
Catherine the Great.
We can also record a Turkish admiral in
the family. His name was Hobart Pasha.
His other claim to fame is that, as
Captain Roberts, he ran the blockade on
behalf of the Confederacy during the
American Civil War.
The Hobarts have spread far and wide.
You may recall that Oliver Cromwell
(related by marriage to John Hampden)
and John Hampden nearly left England
for the Americas in the early 1630s. The
first Hobarts left these shores in the early
1630s and, in general, they appear to have
prospered.
The first Episcopalian Bishop of New
York was a Hobart. He founded Hobart
College (now Hobart and William Smith
University) in Geneva, Upper New York
State. I suspect that as an Episcopalian
Bishop he would have his puritan ancestors turning in their grave. Another
Hobart was a Republican Vice-President
of the United States.
When I was on holiday with Alison
recently in the United States, we found
another reference to Hobart in the Cowboy Museum in San Antonio. I have a
photograph taken of myself against a
black horse which was stuffed in Hobart
in the Indian Territories.
I subsequently found this Hobart to be in
Oklahoma. Apparently, this horse was
used on the cattle driving trails up from
Southern and Central Texas up to the
Indian reservations in the mid part of the
19th Century.
Other Hobarts emigrated to Melbourne,
Australia. Hobart in Tasmania is named
after Lord Hobart, Minister of War and
the Colonies (1801-1804) who became the
4th Earl.
The Hobarts have proliferated globally.
It would appear that the Hampdens have
been less prolific. This may primarily be
because there are no survivors on the
male side from John Hampden, leading to
a loss of the use of the name in surnames.
Another family that also claims lineage
from Hampden are the Brands. This
family took the title of Viscount Hampden and one of the current Viscount’s
ancestors was Speaker in the House of
Commons.
The Earls of Buckinghamshire declined
in political importance after the 4th Earl.
They appeared to take up their residence
in Great Hampden and the 5th, 6th and
7th Earl were certainly here, although I
understand that the 6th Earl is buried in
Sidmouth.
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I claim my title from the 6th Earl, Augustus Edward. My inheritance comes from
the second marriage, whereas the 7th, 8th
and 9th Earls claimed their title from the
first marriage of the 6th Earl. Ian
(Hampden) Hope-Morley and I are both
descended from the 6th Earl. Ian’s grandmother, Dorothy, who died on my birthday
in 1972, is the sister of the 8th Earl. Ian
and his family continue to live on the
Hampden Estates and thus continue the
presence of the Hampdens started before
the Norman Conquest in this part of the
world.
So why were we created Earls? The
Earldom was created by George II in 1746,
following on from the creations as Lords
Hobart in 1728 and Baronets in 1611. One
of my titles is Sir George Miles HobartHampden of Intwood.
According to Burke’s Peerage, the 1st
Earl owes his elevation to the Earldom
through the efforts of Henrietta, Countess
of Suffolk,* who was reputed to be the
King’s mistress. Just in case you think that
being a King’s mistress is all sweetness
and light, I have to tell you that Horace
Walpole records that the Queen treated
Henrietta badly. She referred sarcastically
to her ‘as my good Howard’ and Walpole
also recorded that the Queen made Henrietta do ‘all the servile offices’ around her.
I leave it to your imagination to decide
precisely what servile offices mean but I
suspect it was not too pleasant!
Henrietta was clearly of some influence
and importance at the Court of George II.
Swift was bitter in his criticism of Henrietta in that she did not (in his opinion) use
her influence with the King to advance
Swift’s interests. There are several references in Horace Walpole’s correspondence
to individuals approaching Henrietta in
order to influence the King - one of them
wanted to become Prime Minister!
Looking back, Henrietta’s greatest failure
was a lack of ambition. She failed to make
the Hobarts Dukes. I am afraid that further
promotion in the family is now out of the
question!
It was the 6th Earl who added the name
Hampden to Hobart to become HobartHampden, and the 8th Earl did a very
similar thing when he adopted the name of
his mother, Mercer-Henderson. The
Mercer-Hendersons were major landowners and coal mine owners in Scotland.
There are significant Buckinghamshire
connections with Dundee through the
Mercer-Henderson connection. Fordall
House was occupied by the late Sir Nickie
Fairbairn, the Scottish MP for Fife.
One of the great pleasures of my life is to
be associated with John Hampden and the
Hobarts. This has not always been to
continued on page 3

1998
Sat 18 Apr Annual General Meeting at
Hampden House, Great Hampden, commencing at 2.30 pm. (to be confirmed)

THE HOBART FAMILY
continued from page 2

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Following the publication of ‘The Patriot’ No.
19, with all its details of John Hampden Week,
we received the following letter from staunch
Royalist Mr Fred Tildesley of Thame:
Dear Sir,
Thank you for the recent newsletter detailing the events of Thame Carnival Week,
which seems to have developed into an unashamed John Hampdenfest. Please find enclosed a photograph (above) of the Royal
Party that processed behind your much-depicted Thame Historical Society. Your members, who are always assuring me of their
impartiality, may be interested in seeing it.
It may also divert you to know that I was
‘volunteered’ for the task of conveying His
Gracious Majesty and Suite from Thame
Players’ Theatre to the processional marshalling point. Because of torrential rain, I
was obliged to park my car (a veteran Cavalier!!!) on some nearby yellow lines where a
passing Roundhead traffic warden placed a
fixed penalty ticket on it. It is a pleasure for
me to suffer for the noble Royal Cause.
God Save the King,
F. Tildesley.

Brewers (by appointment) of

JOHN HAMPDEN’S ALE
and other fine beers
***

The Chiltern Brewery
Nash Lee Road
Terrick, Aylesbury
Buckinghamshire HP17 0TQ
Tel: 01296 613647
Fax: 01296 612419
Why not visit our brewery shop?

(Sadly, no details of the splendidly-dressed
Thame Players in the picture are available, but
we can reveal that Mr Tildesley is the bewigged figure at the rear right. - Ed.)

APOLOGIES
We regret that some of the information in
this newsletter is somewhat out of date.
This is due to the fact that issue no. 19
covered two quarters of 1997, and dealt
almost exclusively with John Hampden
Week.

my benefit as I can recall one of my
schoolmasters telling me that I had all the
worst attributes and characteristics of
John Hampden. I never quite found out
what those were!
The work of the John Hampden Society
owes a great debt to Roy Bailey and the
Committee. The existence of this house at
Great Hampden, which is part of John
Hampden’s heritage, is due to the generosity of Tim Oliver of the Hampden
Insurance Group. This house is important
to the history of Buckinghamshire and
without Tim Oliver and his great interest
in the house, we (and the house) would
not be here today.
My connections on the Hobart side have
led to many friendships in Tasmania
where I am Patron of the 1804 Early
Settlers Association and in the USA
through family and University (Hobart)
connections.
The John Hampden Society exists for
two aims. To honour the name of John
Hampden in our history and (with no
offence to the Oliver Cromwell Society)
the second objective is to create a society
with more members than they have!
Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you very
much.
* Henrietta Howard, neé Hobart, was
the sister of the 1st Earl and John
Hampden’s great-granddaughter. There is
a splendid portrait of her in Marble Hill
House, which is the property of English
Heritage.

HELP WANTED
Derek Lester is still looking for assistance with his plans for the battlefield of
Chalgrove, and has had no response to his
plea in the last issue of ‘The Patriot’.
In particular he urgently needs detailed
advice on the conveyancing of ‘Souvenir
Land’, as the whole scheme is dependent
on this being a viable option.
Anyone able and willing to help should
contact him at:
8 Margaret Close
WALTHAM ABBEY
Essex EN9 1PZ
Tel: 01992 701304

Published by:
ACCOMMODATION, RESTAURANT
& BANQUETING
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The John Hampden Society
The Malt House, Great Shefford
Hungerford,
Hungerford, Berkshire RG17 7ED
Tel & Fax:
Fax : 01488 648441
E-mail: jhs@
jhs@westberks.demon.co.uk

THE KING'S HEAD

OBITUARY
GEORGE MORRIS
1913-1997
We are sad to announce the death, on 9 October last year, of George Morris, father of
Membership Secretary Elizabeth Morris.
George joined the Society, together with
Elizabeth, just after its formation, and displayed a keen interest in its
objectives. Following his
retirement he spent a great
deal of time in research,
and supplied the Society
with a mass of material
about John Hampden and
his local connections.
When members of the Society visited Hampden
(Maine) in 1994, George
produced a pack of information about Great Hampden and the Hampden family for presentation to our
American hosts. This now
resides in the archive of
Hampden Historical Society.
George’s interest in John Hampden stemmed
from his late wife May’s probable descent
from the Patriot via his daughter Ruth Trevor,
although all George’s research was unable to
provide the final missing link. He considered
John Hampden to be a great Englishman, and
once said that if Oliver Cromwell had been
the ‘ancestor’ of the family he would not have
had the same interest.
Albert George Morris was born on 30 December 1913 at New Malden, Surrey, and
moved to Buckinghamshire immediately after
his marriage to Gertrude May Smith in 1937.
For most of his working life he was a Post
Office telephone engineer, and, because he
was dependable and meticulous, he earned a
reputation for reliability.
During World War II he was often called out
to Chequers, and on one occasion was summoned at night when his wife was away and
he was looking after little Elizabeth. When he
explained why he couldn’t go, Prime Minister
Winston Churchill said, “Send him quickly,
even if he has to bring his daughter!”

So George did, and located the fault in a
point under a bed. When Churchill walked
into the bedroom, he boomed, “What’s going
on here?” Mrs Churchill was in the bed and
George’s legs were sticking out from under it!
George was a family man,
and was proud of his son
Michael’s two children,
Tracy and Stephen. His
greatest virtues became
evident when his wife May
suffered a stroke. For 23
years he nursed her with
great patience and love until her death just after their
golden wedding anniversary in 1987.
He had a great love of
plants, dating back to his
childhood when he lived
with a gardener uncle after
his father’s early death.
Although he never played
any sports himself, George
was an enthusiastic supporter of Aylesbury
United FC until about two years ago.
Sadly, George did not make the Society’s
Fifth Anniversary celebrations. His last appearances were at the AGM in April, where
he had the foresight to propose Mrs Anthea
Coles for the committee, and the following
day at Broughton Castle, where he climbed to
the top of the Castle as if he were a teenager.
He enjoyed the view from there and savoured
the history presented by Lord Saye. George
loved it all! Unfortunately, within a month he
exhibited the signs that the cancer, which had
threatened him five years earlier, had taken a
firm hold.
Testimony of George’s personality was given
at his funeral by a friend, who said, “I have
presented to you a man who showed love and
loyalty, a man with an honest mind, a
straightforward man of character”.
John Hampden would have been proud of
him, and the Society is the poorer for his
passing.

PREDECESSORS
Members may recall that, just after our inauguration, we were informed by a Mrs
Pamela Goodwin of Princes Risborough that there had been another John Hampden
Society before us. As reported in issue no. 14 of ‘The Patriot’, we were unable to
discover anything about this other organisation other than that it was started after World
War II by some radical journalists, and that Mrs Goodwin’s late father, James Heading,
was a member in the 1950s.
Now Dennis Hargreaves, also of Princes Risborough, has come up with some further
information, in the shape of a cutting from the Bucks Advertiser of 31 January 1964.
Under the headline ‘John Hampden Society May Contest Local Elections’, the article
quotes from the Society’s January newsletter their intention to field candidates in four
local parish council elections the following May, if possible.
Comments in the newsletter about council budgeting, planning, education and the police
make it fairly clear that this organisation was in the nature of a residents’ association
with political aims, rather than a historical society.
The article mentions both the J.H. Society of Princes Risborough, which had a
membership of 100, and also the John Hampden Society of Bucks, and pays tribute to
one of the founders, Mr J. Turner, who had resigned from the committee.
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The off-again, on-again saga of the Society’s involvement with the re-opening
of The King’s Head in Aylesbury has
more or less come to a successful conclusion.
This ancient inn, owned by the National
Trust, has been refurbished and turned into
a Churches Christian Trust centre. We
were originally invited by The Friends of
The King’s Head to participate in the
grand festival of re-opening at Easter last
year, but this was postponed until 26 May
because of the necessity of doing urgent
remedial work on the building.
We were again invited to take part
because, as co-ordinator June Strong said,
‘John Hampden is our town symbol and I
feel that the day would not be complete
without some mention of him’. Because of
our involvement in John Hampden Week
in June we had to decline, but Miss
Elizabeth Morris went along to hand out
some leaflets.
Another big day at The King’s Head was
scheduled for Saturday 6 September as
part of Aylesbury’s Charter Day celebrations. Third time lucky, as far as The
Friends of The King’s Head were concerned, because The John Hampden Society was now free. Despite her involvement
in Charter Day, Liz Morris undertook to
put on the exhibition that had been set up
at John Hampden Primary School in June,
and organised a number of local members
to assist.
It appeared that there would be no hitch
this time, but, as everyone will recall, 6
Sept was the day of the funeral of Diana,
Princess of Wales, and so Aylesbury Charter Day was postponed until much later in
the year. The King’s Head Festival, however, was merely put back a week, and
finally took place on Saturday 13 September.
Liz Morris reports that the Society’s
exhibition, which was mounted in a large
room overlooking the courtyard, attracted
a considerable amount of interest. Mrs
Anthea Coles, Brian Nichols, and Robert
V. Hammond lent a hand and 17 copies
of John Hampden of Buckinghamshire
were sold, as well as some other products.
We are advised that The Friends of The
King’s Head are planning another weekend of activities for this coming Easter,
and they would would like us to participate again.
Sale or return
Free glass
loan

Free delivery
area
Advice and
suggestions

The Hampden Wine Company
Notley Farm
Long Crendon, Bucks HP18 9ER
Telephone (01844) 201641
INDEPENDENT WINE MERCHANT
QUALITY AND VALUE FOR MONEY

HAMPDEN IN THE NEW
WORLD -1
Following the publication, in issue 18 of
‘The Patriot’, of the letter from Dr Maija
Jansson of Hamden (Connecticut) concerning the possibility that John Hampden may
have visited America, we received a photocopy of a book extract from Mrs Alice
Hawes of Hampden (Maine).
The work is entitled The Book of Indians, or
Biography and History of the Indians of North
America, From its First Discovery to the Year
1841 by Samuel G. Drake, and was published
in Boston in 1841. The extract reads:
In 1623, Massasoit sent to his friends in Plimoth to inform them that he was very dangerously sick. Desiring to render him aid if
possible, the governor despatched Mr Winslow again, with some medicines and cordials,
and Hobbomok as interpreter; “having one
Master John Hamden, a gentleman of London, who then wintered with us, and desired
much to see the country, for my consort.”†

The footnote reads:
† Winslow’s Relation. The Mr Hamden mentioned, is supposed, by some, to be the celebrated John Hamden, famous in the time of
Charles I, and who died of a wound received
in an attempt to intercept Prince Rupert, near
Oxford, while supporting the cause of parliament. See Rapin’s England, ii. 477, and Kennet, iii. 137.
It would be highly gratifying, could the certainty of this matter be known; but, as yet, we
must acknowledge that all is mere speculation. Nevertheless, we are pleased to meet
with the names of such valued martyrs of
liberty upon any page, and even though they
should sometimes seem rather mal apropos
to the case in hand. We cannot learn that any
of Hamden’s biographers have discovered
that he visited America. Still there is a presumption that he was
“The village Hampden, that, with dauntless
breast,
The little tyrant of his fields withstood.” GRAY’S ELEGY

It should be remembered that John Hampden
the Patriot came from a family that had been in
existence for centuries and consequently had
many branches.
The Hampdens owned land in Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Essex and Hampshire, and it is not outside the realms of possibility that there was more than one John Hampden around in the early 17th century, especially
as the name was popular in the family.
Anyone visiting America from the Home
Counties would naturally be deemed to have
come from London. Even today our Transatlantic cousins equate London with England!
On the other hand, there is evidence to suggest that the visitor could have been our John
Hampden, although Dr Jansson thinks it is unlikely. In 1623 Hampden would have been 29
years of age, married to Elizabeth Simeon for 4
years and a Member of Parliament for two.
Membership of that body did not carry the
same commitment of regular attendance that it
does today and, in any case, Parliament was
dissolved by James I in 1622 and was not
called again until 1624. Hampden would have
had plenty of time to visit the New World.

HAMPDEN IN THE NEW WORLD - 2
Not only is the Internet proving to be a
way of disseminating information about
John Hampden; it is also proving to be useful for collecting it.
Recently Nicholas Barfield informed us that
there was an American organisation called The
Sculpture Center whose website contained a
picture of a statue labelled ‘John Hampden’.
We investigated and discovered this impressive
photograph.
The accompanying
details state that the
9ft. 6in. marble statue,
which stands above
the main entrance of
the Cuyahoga County
Courthouse in Clevel and ( Ohi o) , was
sculpted in 1908 by
Daniel Chester French
(1850-1931). The subject is John Hampden,
whose occupation is
claimed to be that of a
judge, and the description reads:
‘Full figure portrait of
John Hampden wearing long robes and jurist’s wig; proper
right arm is bent with
hand resting on his
chest; proper left arm
extends forward at waist height; his head is
looking down.’

In view of some of the obvious anomalies,
enquiries were made of The Sculpture Center,
and they e-mailed back:
‘A search of our files revealed that the
sculpture of John Hampden by Daniel Chester French located on the pediment of Cleveland’s Cuyahoga County Courthouse is indeed YOUR John Hampden (1594-1643). According to The Courthouse Photographic
Document from the Cuyahoga County Archives, “The series of sculptures on the out-

In his Life of John Hampden the Patriot our
President Dr John Adair wrote:
“On 19 March 1632 the Earl of Warwick, in
his capacity as president of the government’s Council for New England, re-granted
the land south of the Massachusetts Bay
Company’s colony to a company of eleven
members, including John Hampden. Their
shares entitled them to possess the land for
a distance of forty leagues from the Narragansett river. The Indians who inhabited this
tract of forest called it Quonoktacut, ‘The
Land of the Long River’, hence the name
Connecticut”.

1635 saw the foundation of the settlement of
Saybrook, named after Lord Saye and Sele and
Lord Brooke, both shareholders in the company. The town of Hamden, which was unquestionably named after John Hampden, was settled in 1638 which, co-incidentally, is the year
in which Hampden and Cromwell (according to
legend) were contemplating emigration to the
New World but were stopped at the last minute
by the King.
Hampden had been interested in what was described as ‘the Plantation’ since 1629, the year
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side of the Court House form a kind of visual
representation of the development of law,
both in the English and American systems
and in the larger human context. Specifically, the development of English and American law is represented by the marble statues
on the south cornice” which includes that of
John Hampden (author of the Petition of
Rights). I personally doubt if John Hampden
had any connection
with Ohio or Cleveland other than as a
historical symbol, as
stated above.’

It is flattering to find
yet another example of
John Hampden’s standing in the USA, but Mr
French and the Sculpture Center have got
some of the details
slightly wrong. Hampden was never a judge,
although, as a landowner, he would have
been a local Justice of
the Peace, which is not
quite the same thing.
What is described as
‘a jurist’s wig’ is quite
obviously natural hair
in the 17th century
style; indeed, there is no evidence that judges
wore wigs at that time. And it is a bit of an
exaggeration to describe Hampden as ‘author
of the Petition of Rights’.
It was Sir John Eliot who led the House of
Commons in forcing through that vital piece of
legislation in 1628, although Hampden’s won
his reputation by serving on some fifteen
committees; eight of them concerned with
religious matters.
The Sculpture Center are probably right about
any lack of contact between John Hampden
and Ohio, although there is a town of Hamden
in the south of the state.
in which the Massachusetts Bay Company was
formed, when he mentions it in a letter to Sir
John Eliot.
Could this interest have been as a result of a
visit he made 6 years before that?

• Mr Drake’s footnote, suggesting that John
Hampden was the ‘village Hampden’ mentioned by Thomas Gray in his famous Elegy
Written in a Country Churchyard, is way off
beam.
Gray’s Elegy was written in 1751, more than
100 years after Hampden’s death, and the poet
was using the name to indicate that the little
community may have contained someone who,
in a much smaller and more localised way,
possessed the characteristics of Hampden in resisting tyrannical treatment. The verse continues:
Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest,
Some Cromwell guiltless of his country’s
blood.

We do the same thing today, when we refer to
a dictatorial person as ‘a little Hitler’.

BOOK REVIEW
on the book’s cover, (l ef t )
used the powers he assumed
at the start of the Civil Wars
to advance his standing in
the county, to impose his
will on his adversaries and
subordinates, and to pack the
Derby Committee (a sort of
l ocal war cabi net ) wi t h
friends and relations.

BULLYING
As far as Gell was concerned
there was only one away of doing things - his way. Several
times during the course of the
wars his junior officers, having
had enough of his bullying,
took themselves and their
troops off to serve under more
charismatic and equable commanders.
He was certainly well-versed
in publicity. Lucy Hutchinson,
wife of Colonel John Hutchinson, the Parliamentary commander of the nearby Nottingham Garrison, said in the biography that she wrote of her husband’s life that she believed
Gell paid money to hack writers for them to publish exaggerated reports of his military
prowess.

RIGHT-HAND MAN

For something like five centuries the Gell
family had been a leading power in their home
town of Wirksworth in Derbyshire. Though
they no longer occupy their ancestral home at
Hopton Hall, their name lives on in almshouses, a large school (successor to the Tudor
grammar school they founded), as well as
tombs and tablets in the parish church and the
pretentiously-named Via Gellia. This was an
18th century road built for the movement of
lead from the family’s mines and which,
through a textile mill built alongside it, is said
to have given its name to the famous fabric
Viyella.
A colourful family across many generations,
and none more so than Sir John Gell, whose
78-year life from 1593 to 1671 spanned the
reigns of four monarchs and a republic, and
took in some of the most fundamental constitutional changes in this nation’s history.

DEFINITIVE
Your reviewer, who has lived in Wirksworth
for 30 years and has taken a keen interest in the
effects of the Civil Wars in Derbyshire, believed himself reasonably well-informed about
Sir John’s part in it, but has to admit that Ron
Slack’s book, Man at War, must be the most
definitive work on the man to date.
It is all there in fascinating detail. We see how
this difficult, pugnacious man (the author’s
words but borne out by the portrait engraving

This prowess was enhanced by
the support of his right-hand
man Molanus, a Dutch engineer
who had accompanied Vermuyden to help drain the Fens,
then moving on to dewater the
Derbyshire lead mines. He
leased several mines from Gell
and was doubtless draining others for him.
Whether volunteer or pressed man, he turned
out to be a tower of strength to Gell. He was
reliable, resourceful and sensible and, although
Lucy Hutchinson thought him ‘a dull-headed
old Dutchman’ for declining a suicidal attack
on a Royalist fort, when later ordered to escort
a convoy of artillery through Royalist-held territory, Molanus was put in command by the
cavalry officers who were probably his military
and social superiors. The journey went off
without a hitch.

SUMMONS
With Molanus as his executive military arm,
Gell was free to throw his weight around on the
local political scene. He did this to such effect
and got up so many influential noses that, as
soon as the war ended, he was summoned to
London to account for his conduct and for certain financial irregularities of which he stood
accused.
Gell clearly thought that that his zeal and the
personal expenses he had incurred in pursuing
the war in the East Midlands on Parliament’s
behalf were totally unappreciated, as the committee persisted in questioning him about his
unprofessional handling of the war funds which
passed through his hands.
Perhaps they were influenced by the knowledge that Gell’s political views were moderate;
he had been accused of a lack of enthusiasm
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amounting to disloyalty in 1645 when, having
been ordered to move cavalry to intercept the
King and the remains of his defeated army after
Naseby, Gell had (by accident or design)
moved so slowly as to allow Charles to escape.

ARREST
Thoroughly disenchanted by what he saw as a
snub to his efforts, he unwisely allowed himself
in 1650, the year after Charles’s execution, to
become inveigled in a spurious plot, set up by a
parliamentary agent-provocateur, which purported to seize the Isle of Ely as a power base
for the re-instatement of Charles II. Gell was
arrested, tried, found guilty and imprisoned in
the Tower, from which he was pardoned and
freed in 1653, by then a somewhat embittered
man. His only small consolation was that when
the court moved to sequester his estate, they
found, to their frustration, that he had prudently
made it over to his son some years earlier!
Sir John later managed, with many others, to
make his peace with the restored Charles II in
the early 1660s, and was rewarded by an appointment as a Gentleman of the Privy Chamber Extraordinary. Consequently he lived out
the last decade of his life in St. Martin’s Lane
in London.

ECONOMIC
The wheel had come full circle. An enthusiastic King’s man in the 1630s - his bully-boy
attitude in collecting the hated Ship Money tax
during his term as High Sheriff made him
many enemies in the county - he changed sides
on the eve of war. Your reviewer believes that
economic reasons were the main motive - Hull,
which had shown its strong Parliamentary support even before the war began, was the main
port for the shipping of Gell’s lead to London,
which he needed to continue to maintain his
income. As a Royalist, this facility would not
have been available to him.
Towards the close of the war he seems to
have had some doubts about the long-term wisdom of his choice of sides. For Gell the decade
between 1642 and 1652 had been by turns energetic, exhilarating, exhausting and expensive.
But he had, at all events, blazoned his name on
the canvas of local history for the benefit of
posterity.

IMPRESSIVE
Ron Slack’s 200-page book is detailed and
well researched, with an impressive list of
sources and bibliography. One could, perhaps,
have wished that the presentation had been a
touch more professional - there are some rather
quirky placing of sub-headings, and a bit more
care in proof-reading might have eliminated a
few typing and spelling errors.
The illustration of Hopton Hall on page 15
was omitted at the printing stage, and a photocopy has had to be pasted into each copy of the
book. But for all that it’s a thoroughly compelling read for anyone interested in the English
Civil War at local level, and good value at
£8.00.

OFFER
It is even better value to Society members, as
Mr Slack is generously offering it to us at
£5.00 per copy direct from him at 26 Glenthorne Close, Brampton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire S40 3AR. Please quote your membership
number.

GRAHAM BARFIELD

