
 

 

 

 

THE PATRIOT 

The possibility exists of a John Hampden 
statue being erected in Thame to mark 
the new Millennium.  

The Society was recently informed that 
Thame Town Council were looking for sug-

gestions for something to occupy the Millen-
nium Circle (above). This attractive pattern 

of paving has been installed at the western 
end of the High Street, and the Council ap-

pears to have access to funds for this project.  

We wrote to Mrs Pat Kingsnorth, Clerk to 

the Council, suggesting that a statue of John 
Hampden, facing the Town Hall, would be 

the most appropriate use for this space. We 
mentioned the fine statues of the Patriot in 

Aylesbury and the House of Commons, and 
pointed out that Hampden went to school in 

Thame and died there after the Battle of 
Chalgrove.  

We reminded the Council that a big week 

of activities to promote Hampden is being 
planned for June 2000 in the town, and sug-

gested that there could be no better way of 
marking such a momentous period in the 

middle of Millennium Year than by unveil-

ing a statue of one of the town’s most fa-
mous historical figures. 

So far we have heard varying reports that 

(a) Thame Town Council are smiling on the 
idea, or (b) that there is opposition because 

of the possible expense. The waters have 
been somewhat muddied by a local newspa-

per which apparently quoted the Society as 
saying that such a statue would cost 

£40,000. No one from the John Hampden 
Society made such a statement, as we have 

no idea of the costs of such a project. 

Nevertheless, no decision has yet been 
taken on our proposal, so if you would like 

to see a statue of John Hampden on the Mil-
lennium Circle in Thame next year, please 

write to: 
  
The Clerk to tbe Council 

Thame Town Council 
Town Hall 
THAME 

Oxon OX9 3DP 
 

Fax: 01844 216094 

FIELD WORK 
 
The February issue of The Field carried an 

excellent article by Barney White-Spunner 
entitled ‘Battlefields That No One Seems To 
Remember’, dealing largely with Chalgrove 
Field, which Mr Spunner appears to have 
visited in June 1998.  

There is a good description of the events up to 
the battle, the battle itself, and the battlefield 
today, which Mr White-Spunner feels is sadly 
neglected, with the Monument ‘badly in need of 
renovation’ and ‘an unattractive light industrial 
unit where Rupert’s hedge must have been’. 
However, he is obviously an admirer of John 
Hampden - describing him as ‘one of the most 
attractive personalities among Civil War leaders’ 
although he considers that Hampden did not 
prove himself as effective an officer as he was a 
politician. This is a point of view with which 
most students of the period would probably 
agree.  

There are a number of what experienced mem-
bers of the John Hampden Society would con-
sider to be factual errors, possibly because Mr 
White-Spunner was not in possession of the 
fruits of the recent research by members of the 
Chalgrove Battle Group. Nevertheless, the arti-
cle is a splendid piece of work and will intro-
duce John Hampden to a new audience of read-
ers of The Field, half of whom Mr White-
Spunner believes would have been Parliamen-
tarians!  

Barney White-Spunner finishes by saying, 
‘Hampden gave his life fighting for what was to 
become our system of Parliamentary democ-
racy. Sceptical as we now may be of our Par-
liament, we cannot afford to neglect its herit-
age. Few countrymen want our farmland des-
ecrated by awful visitor centres, but there should 
at least be a board or two at Chalgrove explain-
ing what happened there and why our ancestors 
were risking their lives for their re-spective 
causes. If the National Trust can afford to buy 
Paul McCartney’s house, surely it is not too 
much to ask that someone honours our battle-
fields properly?’  

Perhaps we should tell Mr White-Spunner of 
the Society’s plans for Chalgrove?  

•  The Field has kindly given the Society per-

mission to distribute photocopies of the above 
article to members for private study. Applica-
tions should be made to the address on page 3, 
enclosing a self-addressed C4 (324 x 229mm) 
envelope bearing a first- or second-class stamp.  
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The Society’s 6th AGM was held at The 

Barns Centre at Thame on 10 April, and 
was attended by 22 members.  

The Chair was taken by Hon. Secretary 

Roy Bailey in the unavoidable absence of 
the Chairman, The Hon. lan Hope-Morley, 

whose father, Lord Hollenden, was seri-

ously ill. Before the proceedings commenced 
a minute’s silence was held in memory of 

Mr Norman Lawrence and Mrs Kate 

Shirley, who had both died in the past year.  

In a combined Chairman’s and Hon. Secre-

tary’s report, Mr Bailey reviewed the past 
year, and suggested that it had been one of 

steady progress rather than anything spec-
tacular. All of the various activities have 

been reported in ‘The Patriot’. He men-
tioned the criticisms from a former member 

(see ‘Criticism’), and produced a list of the 

Society’s 25 achievements.  

Mr Bailey then gave a short resume of the 
way in which the Committee operates, and 

finished by announcing his intention of 
standing· down from the post of Honorary 

Secretary. However, he wished to continue 
as an active member of the Committee and 

would be proposing an amendment to the 
Society’s constitution to make the post of 

Vice-Chairman elective rather than a com-
mittee appoint-ment. If successful, he would 

be a candidate for the post, which he had 
held for the past two years and, if elected, 

would act like a Chief Executive under the 
Chairman. Assistant Secretary Mrs Anthea 

Coles would be standing for the post of Hon. 

Secretary and Mr Bailey commended her to 
the membership.  

Hon. Treasurer Mrs Rosalie Gibson had 

circulated her report with the Accounts, and 
just added a few comments. Subscriptions 

and donations had shown a slight increase, 
but sales of stock had been a little disap-

pointing. Nevertheless, the Society made a 
small profit, and Mrs Gibson recommended 

that there be no increase in the subscriptions.  

Membership Secretary Miss Liz Morris 

reported that the Society had 139 members 
at present, of which 92 renewed by standing 

order.  

The proposal to add the post of Vice-
Chairman to the list of elected officers was 

carried, and the officers and committee sub-
sequently elected were as follows, the Soci-

ety’s Patron, Lord Buckinghamshire, 
kindly taking the Chair for the election of 

Vice-Chairman:  

 
Chairman - The Hon. Ian Hope-Morley  

Vice-Chairman - Mr Roy Bailey  

Hon. Secretary - Mrs Anthea Coles  

Hon Treasurer - Mr Samuel Hearne  

Membership Secretary - Miss Liz Morris  
 

Committee - Mr Graham Barfield, Mrs 

Gillian Goodall, Mr John Goodall, Mr 
Maurice Kirtland, Mr Derek Lester and 

Mrs Marion Wierszycki.  

Mrs Rosalie Gibson stood down from the 
post of Hon. Treasurer and declined the offer 

to continue to serve on the committee. A 
vote of thanks for all her hard work and 

dedication was passed unanimously at the 
end of the meeting.  

Her successor, Mr Samuel Hearne, who 

was born and raised in Buckinghamshire and 
attended Challoner’s Grammar School, is a 

qualified accountant with a great interest in 
historical matters, and is currently working 

in a financial capacity for Historic Royal 

Palaces. His grandfather instilled in him the 
idea that John Hampden was the most inter-

esting person in Buckinghamshire’s history.  

It was agreed that subscriptions should re-
main at the same level, and there was some 

discussion about fund-raising. Annual sub-
scriptions are not sufficient to finance all our 

projects, and it was suggested that each pro-
ject should be costed out so that we can see 

what is required.  

Various ideas for activities were put for-
ward, including the possibility of another 

Adult Education Weekend at Missenden 
Abbey in 2000. Four lectures had already 

been booked for this year.  

Mr Bailey introduced Mr Ed Hassel, a 
teacher at John Hampden Primary School, 

who is writing a play about John Hampden 
to be performed at the June 2000 celebra-

tions. Mr Hassel is seeking any information 
that the Society can provide to enable him to 

complete this task and was promised that the 
Society could ‘shower him with informa-

tion’.  

Due to a slight administrative error, the 
raffle for two bottles of wine, kindly donated 

by the Chiltern Brewery, did not take place, 
but this will happen at the Annual Dinner in 

June.  

Following the meeting, members visited the 

Old Grammar School by courtesy of Booker 
Tate plc, and were shown around by Office 

Administrator Mrs Rosemary Bradbury. Tea 
was then served in St Mary’s Church.  

•  The full AGM minutes will be circulated 

with the agenda for next year’s meeting in 
Spring 2000. Anyone wishing for a copy 

before then should contact the (new!) Hon. 
Secretary, whose address is:  

Little Hampden  

Cryers Hill  

HIGH WYCOMBE  

Bucks HP15 6JS  

Tel: 01494 562279  

Email: anthea@cryershill.freeserve.co.uk  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
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LORDS KNOW 
The Society’s Patron, the Earl of Bucking-

hamshire, recently treated the House of 
Lords to a discourse on John Hampden.  

Speaking in the debate on 29th March on the 
Second Reading of the Bill to remove voting 
rights from hereditary peers, Lord Bucking-
hamshire voiced the concern of many about the 
increasing power of the Executive, and the way 
in which the Government, with its large major-
ity in the House of Commons, was handling the 
matter of House of Lords reform.  

‘Tension between the House of Commons and 
the House of Lords is not new,’ he said. ‘I shall 
tell noble Lords a little about John Hampden, 
my illustrious forbear, on the basis that noble 
Lords will at least go away knowing something 
about my ancestor even if I do not add very 
much to the debate. John Hampden was some-
times known as the Patriot and, in the words of 
the Earl of Clarendon, the Father of the People. 
He said in response to a cry for help from 
Archbishop John Williams of York that he was 
unable to assist because of,  

“a general tenderness between the House of Com-
mons and the House of Lords”.  

I mention John Hampden because he was a 
natural Leader of the House of Commons and (I 
dare to say) the Houses of Parliament at the 
time of our last despotic ruler, Charles I. He 
was, in the words of Professor John Adair, “a 
brainy leader”. I pause for words in awe and 
astonishment as I consider my colleagues in the 
other place. John Hampden lived and died in the 
cause of limiting the power of the Executive. 
The greatest danger to democracy in this coun-
try is not the future or otherwise of hereditary 
Peers, which I think will be but a passing phase 
in our lives, but the ever-increasing power of 
the Executive, particularly in alliance with the 
fourth estate - the press.  

Professor John Adair, on his own admission, 
is sometimes in the business of quoting the 
“What if?” question. If John Hampden were 
alive today, what would he think about the Bill? 
Like me and many of your Lordships, he would 
regard it as a high risk strategy, but he would, 
like me, be broadly in favour of reform.’  

After further criticism of the Government’s 
proposals, Lord Buckinghamshire brought his 
speech to a close by saying, ‘I will leave the last 
word to Elizabeth Hampden who was John 
Hampden’s mother. In 1620 she wrote:  

“If ever my son will seek for him honours, tell him 
now to come, for here are multitudes of Lords a mak-
ing”.  

‘John Hampden did not accept or buy a Vis-
countcy which was available for him to do. But 
we do live in a time of a multitude of Lords a 
making’, and he concluded by informing the 
House of the fact that 10 Downing Street was 
formerly the Hampden’s London home .  

Lord Buckinghamshire was congratulated by 
the next speaker, the Earl of Onslow, on an 
historical tour de force.  

The Verney Papers record that Sir Miles 
Hobart, another of Lord Buckinghamshire’s 
ancestors, locked the doors of the House of 
Commons to prevent its dissolution during a 
protest against the Government in 1629. 

•  A member of the Society has proposed that 

we write to the Government, asking for Down-
ing Street to be re-named Hampden Street, on 
the grounds that Sir George Downing, after 
whom it was named, was a thoroughly undesir-
able character. (see ‘The Patriot’ no. 6 - Spring 
1994)  



 

 

1999 
Sat 19 June  Annual Dinner at The Spread 
Eagle Hotel Thame. 7.30 for 8 pm. 

Wed 7 July Talk to Hungerford Historical 
Association at Hungerford Town Hall. 

Thur 8 - Sat 10 July  The Leaves of Time 

pageant at Speen, Princes Risborough. (see 

‘Pageant’) 

Thur 16 Sept  Talk to Pitstone Local History 
Society at Ivinghoe Town Hall. 

Wed 10 Nov Talk (by Lord Buckingham-

shire) to Haddenham Village Society and 

The Friends of the Vale of Aylesbury. 

Wed 24 Nov  Talk to Dorchester-on-Thames 
Historical Society at the Abbey Guest House. 

7.45 pm. 

(All meetings commence at 8pm, unless oth-

erwise stated) 

We regret to announce the death of three 
members of the Society - Lord Hollenden, 
Mr Norman Lawrence and Mrs Kate 
Shirley. 

Lord Hollenden (above), who died at the 
end of April at the age of 85, was the fa-
ther of our Chairman, The Hon. Ian 
Hope-Morley, and a grandson of the 7th 
Earl of Buckinghamshire. 

The young Gordon Hope-Morley went to 

Eton and in 1933 joined the family firm of 

I & R Morley, which was founded in the 

1790s and had become one of the country’s 

largest manufacturers of nylon. He rose to 

become chairman of the firm and, during 

his tenure, he set up a subsidiary printing 

company which he called the John Hamp-

den Press - presumably in honour of his 

famous ancestor. He retired in 1967 when 

the company was taken over by Courtalds. 

Gordon Hope-Morley was commissioned 

into The Black Watch and served through-

out World War II. He was elected an Al-

derman of the City of London in 1954, and 

in 1977 succeeded his uncle as the 3rd 

Lord Hollenden. With the title came Hall 

Place in Kent, which had a 1200-acre es-

tate and a 30-acre garden. Gordon Hollen-

den ran this garden with great enthusiasm 

and expertise - so much so that when the 

Chelsea Physic Garden (set up in 1673 by 

the Society of Apothecaries) was estab-

lished as a charity in 1983, he was asked to 

become chairman of the appeal to raise 

money for maintaining the garden and 

opening it to the public. So successful was 

his blend of horticultural enthusiasm and 
business skills that in four years the appeal 

had achieved its target. 

Gordon Hollenden was a kindly, humor-

ous man who for many years served as 

chairman of the Distressed Gentlefolk’s 

Aid Association. He is succeeded by Mr 

Hope-Morley, who becomes the 4th Lord 

Hollenden. 

 

��� 

Norman Lawrence, who died in January 

1998 at the age of 58, was a cousin of the 

late Ursula Pve and therefore another de-

scendant of John Hampden through the 

Patriot’s daughter Anne, who married Sir 

Robert Pye of Faringdon. 

Despite this, and the fact that he could 

trace his ancestry in another line back to 

William I in 1027, Norman Lawrence was 

born in Sydney, Australia, in July 1939, 

and studied Economics at Melbourne Uni-

versity. He came to Britain in 1964, and 

quickly identified his true calling, becom-

ing an accountant and financial adviser 

specialising in the music industry. In 1976 

he became the Managing Director of the 

Pink FIoyd Group, and remained financial 

adviser to two of the members until his 

death. Following his marriage to Monica 

Fleming in 1967 they moved to Gerrards 
Cross, only a few miles from his ancestor’s 

home at Great Hampden. 

Norman Lawrence was a man of iron in-

tegrity who was never afraid to speak his 

mind. He was an enthusiastic member of 

the Society and did an enormous amount of 

research into his family’s history, As a 

result he was able to provide a great deal of 

material for the obituary of his cousin 

Ursula in 1996. He is survived by his wife 

and his two children, Susie and David. 

 

��� 

Mrs Kate Shirley, who died at the age of 

79, was the wife of Ralph Shirley of Fos-

ton in Derbyshire, and, with her husband, 

had been a member of the John Hampden 

Society for about 4 years. They had also 

been Life Members of the Cromwell Asso-

ciation for more than 20 years. Like her 

husband, Mrs Shirley had been a teacher, 

and was a skilled potter and artist, exhibit-

ing the results of her work around the 

country. 

OBITUARIES 
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HAMPDEN BIOGRAPHY 

We have been informed by Caliver Books 

that they have a copy of A Life of John 

Hampden the Patriot by Dr John Adair, in 
very good condition and priced at £28.00. 

We have asked proprietor Dave Ryan to 

hold it for the first John Hampden Society 
member to contact him quoting their mem-

bership number, so if you are interested, get 
in touch at: 

816 London Road 

Leigh on Sea 

Essex SS9 3NH 

Tel & fax: 01702473986 

Email: dave@caliverbooks.demon.co.uk 

 

Mr Ryan advises us that copies of this much 
sought-after publication do come into his 
hands at intervals, so if you are unlucky this 
time, ask to go on Caliver’s mailing list. 

MARRIAGE LINES 
Our plea for information about the mar-

riage of John Hampden’s father-in-law, 

Edmund Symeon, has born fruit. 

Leonard Barker of Aylesbury has discovered 
the following entry in the Marriage Index of the 
Bucks Family History Society: 

Great Marlow. _2 daye of Julye. Edmond Sy-

mons and Elizabethe Hobbs were married 1599. 

Despite the rather erratic but typical spelling, 
this could well be Edmund Symeon of Pyrton, 
although it does nothing to prove any connection 
with the Fermor family of Fritwell. Elizabeth 

Symeon married John Hampden in 1619, so she 
could well have been born in 1600 or 1601 and 
been 18 or 19 at the time of her wedding. 

What we now need is someone in Oxfordshire 
to find her baptismal entry, probably at Pyrton. 
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BANQUETING 
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SPRING FEVER 

The Spring Lunch at the Chiltern Brew-
ery on Saturday 13th March was an out-

standing success, attended by 30 mem-

bers and a couple of guests. 

Lunchers were welcomed by brewery 

owner Richard Jenkinson and his wife Les-
ley, and treated to a choice of the wide se-

lection of drinks. A tour of the brewery and 
a detailed explanation of the process of 

brewing traditional beer (above), was fol-
lowed by an excellent lunch of special beer 

sausages and mash, barley wine rich fruit 
cake and cheese, accompanied by beer or 

wine. 

The whole process was enlivened by Rich-
ard’s witty and entertaining commentary, 

during which he described the events lead-
ing up to the production of John Hampden’s 

Ale. Members were interested to see that he 
had organised a special photographic dis-

play about it.  

The lunch finished with the presentation of 

certificates to the Society’s Patron, the Earl 
of Buckinghamshire, and the Hon. Secre-

tary, Roy Bailey, appointing each of them a 
Freeman of the Chiltern Brewery, with the 

additional titles of Honorary Brewer and 
Honorary Ale-conner of Buckinghamshire in 

perpetuity! 

This was unquestionably one of the Soci-
ety’s most enjoyable social events, and As-

sistant Secretary Mrs Anthea Coles 

summed up the feeling of all present when 
she said, ‘What a super day we had. We 

should do it more often.’ 

Credit must once again go to Mrs Gillian 
Goodall for masterminding the organisation, 

and thanks to Richard and Lesley Jenkinson 
for providing such an entertaining and enjoy-

able day. Members of the committee were so 
reluctant to leave that they held a meeting at 

the brewery after the lunch! 

PAGEANT 
The village of Speen, next door to Great 

Hampden, is holding a pageant entitled 
‘The Leaves of Time’ from 8th to 10th July. 
This is an open-air entertainment being pre-

sented by 100 local people as part of Speen 
Millennium Celebrations, and will take place 
on the village playing field each evening at 
8pm. It will chronicle the history of Speen 
from Norman times to the present day, and 
will naturally feature John Hampden. 
Admission is by ticket, obtainable from: 

The Box Office  

Pyecroft 
Chapel Hill 

Speen 

PRINCES RlSBOROUGH 

Bucks HP27 OSP 
Tel: 01494 488637 

There is also a website at:  
www.welcome.to/speen_bucks  

LEGEND AND FACT 
A recent useful purchase for the Society’s 

library was ‘The Civil War in Oxfordshire’ 
by David Eddershaw (inexplicably remain-
dered at 50p!) 

Writing about the ride of the wounded John 
Hampden from the Battle of Chalgrove Field to 
Thame, the author says, ‘It is said that as he 
passed through Great Milton he asked for water 
from one of the cottages, but was refused as the 
tenant feared reprisals from his landlord, Sir 
Robert Dormer, whose house had already been 
attacked by Hampden on an earlier occasion.’ 

Mr Eddershaw also writes of the prevelance of 
disease in 1643. The main one was a form of 
typhus, known at the time as morbus castrensis 
or camp fever, which affected not only the ar-
mies but also the civilian population. A sample 
of 22 parishes shows that the average number of 
burials during the preceding seven years was 
640, but in 1643 it shot up to 2,029. 189 people 
died in Thame that year, compared with an 
average of 40 for the previous seven years. The 
Earl of Essex’s army, which was quartered in 
Thame, was in a particularly bad state at that 
time, ‘having been brought almost to a standstill 
after taking Reading.’ 

Could it have been this disease that killed John 
Hampden’s lifelong friend Arthur Goodwin in 
August 1643? 

CRITICISM 
As a result of chasing outstanding subscrip-

tions earlier this year, Membership Secretary 
Miss Liz Morris received a letter declining to 
renew membership and complaining that all the 
writer had gained from the Society in the previ-
ous year was ‘four fairly “thin” newsletters.’ 

The correspondent went on to say, ‘The soci-
ety seems to me to be almost as inert as the 
great man it was formed to honour. I gained no 
feeling of having joined an organisation with 
any energy or sense of purpose.’ 

We are not insensitive to constructive criti-
cism, but we were stung by the injustice of 
these accusations. Graham Barfield swiftly 
drew up a list of some 25 solid achievements by 
the Society in just over 6 years, and these were 
sent to the former member with the suggestion 
that if he or she had made some practical contri-
bution to the Society, he or she would have 
derived more benefit from their membership 
and the Society would have been even more 
effective. 

To misquote the late President John F. Ken-
nedy, ‘Ask not what your Society can do for 
you, but what you can do for your Society.’ 

SUPPLEMENT 
The splendid Bucks Herald colour supplement 

of the Battle of Aylesbury last year proved to be 
of little interest to members, with only one 
bothering to send for a copy. Consequently, the 
remaining 30-odd copies that have been clutter-
ing-up the Vice-Chairman’s office are now 
residing with Membership Secretary Miss Liz 
Morris. 

Anyone interested should send a self-ad-
dressed C4 (324 x 229mm) enevelope bearing 
31p in stamps to: 

31 Craigwell Avenue 

AYLESBURY  

Bucks HP21 7AF 


