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It is a real pleasure to give my Presidential tribute to Roy. 

What great service he has given us all as Trustee and 

Chairman over the years! 

I do have one small advantage over many present members , 

namely that I was there at the very beginning . So I can 

confirm what most of you know already, namely that Roy is 

the ‘onlie begetter’ of the John Hampden Society 

I have to add that when Roy first raised the idea with me I 

poured some very cold water on it, but have you ever tried 

to stop a man of vision? 

Under Roy’s leadership the John Hampden Society has not 

only survived but it has also flourished in its unique historical 

and geographical niche, and as for me—well, I have been 

most happy to have been proved to be so wrong. 

Just a brief word to Roy. You may remember that Mark 

Twain once said: ‘I have got nothing against retirement as 

long as it doesn’t interfere with my work!’. So we shall look 

forward to continuing to enjoy your further contributions as 

editor of the The Patriot. God speed. 

Professor John Adair – Founder Member and President of 

the Society 

We all owe a great deal of thanks to Roy for his sterling services 

to the Society from the very beginning. He helped me greatly in 

directing me to a copy of the otherwise obscure 1997 certificate 

of local history dissertation on Hampden's 'Greencoats'. I am 

delighted he will continue to edit The Patriot but he will now have 

the time to write up that promised family history!  

Ian Beckett, Honorary Professor of Military History, University of 

Kent, and Vice President of JHS. 
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Roy Bailey – He has alas, decided to retire as Chairman of the John 

Hampden Society. For almost thirty years he has been devoted to the 

foundation and continued success of our society and only now in his 80s 

he has decided to retire. 

He has always brought his great enthusiasm, organizational skills and firm 

friendship to the service of members of our group. We all wish him to 

enjoy some quiet leisure now which is certainly well earned. I have known 

Roy for more than sixty years in a friendship which began with our 

National Service together in the 1950s,and feel sure his interest in our 

activities will remain near to his heart.  

Fortunately for us he will continue to edit the our newsletter "THE 

PATRIOT" so he will still be with us regularly. Thank you Roy for your very 

special services to the memory of John Hampden and also to an important 

period of our nation's history. 

Brian Cox – Member and Friend 

“It was one of the greatest strokes of luck in my life to have met Roy 

as I researched my ancestors’ lines and the roles they played in the 

times of John Hampden. 

“He plowed through every version of the book,  offering so many 

nuggets of information and suggestions for improvement. I am sure 

I wouldn’t have been able to finish the book without his help, 

especially his insights into Hampden and the Civil War. 

“It has been a great joy to know Roy; in so many ways, he is one 

those people you meet in life who are truly irreplaceable.” 

Pat Claus – Long standing American Member and Historian 

Back in about 1993 I decided to join the Society to assist in tracing my 
family tree.  Roy coerced me into becoming Minutes Secretary, 
progressing after a while to Hon. Secretary a post that I have held ever 
since.  In that time, I have come to know Roy well and to say that he is 
passionate about all things Hampden would be an understatement.   
 
He has worked tirelessly, since the Society’s  inception, to promote 
both it and John Hampden  I know that he will continue to do so 
through his continued editorship of The Patriot, whilst leaving the 
current Executive Committee to carry on where he has left off.  We 
have been well-taught, and I sincerely hope that we will be up to the 
job, but it will be a hard act to follow. 
 
Anthea Coles. Hon Secretary and longstanding friend. 
 

A big thank-you to Roy for all the support that he has provided for 

the events that have been run by the Society with the Battlefields 

Trust. Roy’s keen interest in John Hampden’s military career made 

working with him on the battles and battlefields associated  with 

the Patriot a pleasure and I will miss his expertise and wry sense of 

humour.   

Simon Marsh – Member and Battlefields Trust Research and 

Threats Coordinator 
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To celebrate a patriot's life and honour a great Englishman is one thing. To 

organize such a philosophy of honour and celebration into a society and 

create an administrative structure to maintain and expand a membership 

over time is quite another.  

The time and thought, as well as experience, that Roy has given to the 

running of the Society is remarkable. I was a late comer but it seems to me 

that without Roy's guidance and organizational skills there might not have 

been a functioning society and newsletter. It is the newsletter that enables 

the distant outposts to keep in touch! Thanks for all of this, Roy, and Happy 

Retirement! 

Maija Janssen – American Academic Historian and member  

Roy is a force of nature, full of enthusiasm and knowledge! I feel very 

humble following in his famous footsteps as Chairman of the John 

Hampden Society. Roy has created a solid and impressive legacy. I am 

grateful to him for his help and encouragement. I am so pleased that he is 

continuing as Editor of “The Patriot”, ensuring that interesting knowledge 

and opinion about John Hampden and his times continues to be shared 

among society members and beyond. 

Beth Rogers – JHS Chair of Trustees 

Roy, it has been a privilege to work alongside you and Annabel. 

Your enthusiasm, knowledge and true grit have been an 

inspiration to us all. The road that we have travelled has not 

always been a smooth one but you have always had a clear vision 

of where we were going and how we should get there.  

All who know you , speak of you with affection and great respect. 

Your wise counsel , although often pithy, has always been helpful 

and constructive.  

I hope that you will not be offended if I say that to me you are and 

always will be a true ‘Bucks Diamond’.  I am sure that at meetings 

in the future we will ask “Yes, but what would Roy do?” 

Sam Hearn – Trustee and Treasurer 



Testimonials on the retirement of Roy Henry Bailey as both a trustee and Chairman of the John Hampden Society 
 

 

 

 

I’ve  known Roy since 1993 when I joined the Society.  His interest with John 

Hampden came to a head when he was invited to become part of the BBC 

programme Mastermind.  He was also at that time a leading light in the local 

CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale), when he also produced his own cider.  It is 

not the first time that Roy resigned. The first time was in 2016 when I 

replaced him as chairman. He became chairman again in 2018. His devotion 

to the Society is unquestionable.  His support, not only during my time as 

chairman, but throughout my membership was essential. 

Steve Barriff – Former Chairman (2016 & 2017)  

It has been my pleasure to have known Roy Bailey and Annabel 

from the very earliest days of the Society.  We and all members of 

the Hampden family owe “Himself” a huge debt for promoting the 

memory of my most famous ancestor, John Hampden ,The Patriot. 

Roy has been tireless in his efforts and if I may say with great 

fondness , quite firm in ensuring that  I step up to the mark ! Visiting 

Grampound on the day before I was supposed to be in a remote 

part of the West Coast of Scotland , some 600 miles away by road , 

comes to mind!  

Alison and I have willingly travelled the length and breadth of the 

country and overseas at the invitation of Roy. Grampound, the 

House of Commons , Hampden Sydney College , Hampden Road in 

Hobart , Tasmania along, with the November mud of Chalgrove , all 

spring to mind. 

So I express my grateful thanks to Roy ably supported by Annabel . 

Alison and I raise a full glass of John Hampden Ale to wish them 

both well with the words “the best ale since 1642“. May we 

continue with our much appreciated association  for many years to 

come as he steps down from being our Chairman.   

Miles Buckinghamshire, Patron 

We first became involved with the John Hampden Society in 2014 in 

connection with research into Helen's family tree.  Roy, we have learnt an 

enormous amount from you over the years. You have generously shared the 

wealth of knowledge that you have acquired as a founder member of the 

Society.  You work tirelessly, and always have the time to commit to raising 

awareness of John Hampden and this important period of our history.   

You have also been thoughtful and caring towards us when we have faced 

personally challenging times , whether it be an email or telephone call, your 

kindness has not gone unnoticed.  We thank you for that and would like to 

express our gratitude for your leadership.  We are glad that you will continue 

to be involved with the Society as editor of the newsletter. Please be assured  

of our dedication to supporting the Charity into the future.   

Phil (trustee) Helen, Michael & Anthony Broomfield (members) 


