THE JOHN HAMPDEN SOCIETY

Minutes of the 31st Annual General Meeting of the John Hampden Society held on 23rd March
2024 at Broughton Castle and via Zoom.

Present:

Dr Beth Rogers (Chairman), Mrs. Anthea Coles (Hon. Secretary), Mr Sam. Hearn, (Treasurer), and 15 other
members of the Society plus members attending via Zoom, though due to technical problems beyond our control,
the Zoom connection was unsatisfactory.

Apologies for absence:
Apologies were received from Lord Buckinghamshire Lady Alison Buckinghamshire, Philip Broomfield, Michael

Morris, Bruce Alexander, Maija Jansson, Sir Lindsay Hoyle, Roger Howgate, Peter Aschenbrenner, Valerie Horne,
Steve Baker, and Howard Simmons.

The Minutes of the previous AGM:
These were agreed to be a true record of the meeting.

Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising.

Welcome from the Chair:

Beth Rogers welcomed everyone to the AGM both in person and via Zoom. Unfortunately, due to technical
problems with the microphone system, it was not possible for those joining us via Zoom to reliably hear what was
being said.

Beth reported as follows:

The Society has been able to make good progress this year on disseminating information about John Hampden,
sustaining the Patriot, establishing a social media presence and maintaining strong financial resources. However,
the Society remains exposed to a major risk: There are simply not enough committee members to fulfil the
Society’s potential. If one of the current team were to fall ill, mission-critical activities detailed below would cease.

Contributions to research

The Society made a financial contribution to the launch of the British Civil Wars memorial database and several
John Hampden related entries have been uploaded. Dale Smith conducted some original research on the Battle of
Aylesbury. His paper is in the Archive Section of the JHS website.

Dissemination of information about John Hampden:

We have achieved an active social media presence thanks to Pat Moody (Instagram) and Pat Claus (Facebook). We
have produced and circulated five editions of The Patriot in 2023. We have also had articles featured in the
Prestwood Village Association Newsletter and the Chiltern Society magazine. Sam Hearn and I have given seven
talks this year (Amersham Society, Ickford Church, Chorleywood U3A, Haddenham U3A, Princes Risborough
Rotary, Chiltern Medical Group and the Misbourne Society). Four are already scheduled for Q1, 2024. We are very
grateful to Ian Beckett for his excellent contribution on John Hampden to The Civil War in Words podcast. The
society was represented at the Bucks Local History Network conference, the launch of the BCWM database and the
Cromwell memorial service. We laid wreaths at Chalgrove and in Thame. | was able to secure a temporary
exhibition about John Hampden in the Wycombe Museum for 2024.

Member Event:

Our 2023 AGM held at the historic King’s Head in Aylesbury was well-attended, and author Charles Cordell gave us
a fascinating talk about the battle for Aylesbury. We held 3 Zoom talks for members in the year: In February, Dr
Vivienne Larminie spoke on recent History of Parliament research and John Hampden’s reputation as the most
popular man in the House. In June, Dr Andrew Lacey spoke on Charles 1 and his religious beliefs and in November,




Howard Robinson gave an interesting talk about the Battle of Worcester. These talks were not well-attended,
which is embarrassing for us and disappointing for the speakers who have given up their time to share their
knowledge with us. Other societies have a volunteer responsible for organizing and advertising such talks.
Unfortunately, unless a volunteer comes forward, we will be unable to dedicate any time to arranging Zoom talks
by external speakers in 2024.

Monuments and Artefacts:

Jim Rodda and Peter Osborne continue to maintain the Ship Money monument and replenish the on-site supply of
Hampden Society leaflets. Progress in obtaining official permission to re-carve the inscription on the monument
has been frustratingly slow. Once again, this is a project that requires focus and a volunteer. We have made some
progress on the request at last year’s AGM to place a plaque in Great Hampden Church and there may be an update
on this at the AGM. It is now clear that this will be quite an expensive exercise.

Membership:

It is encouraging that the Society’s membership is once again gradually increasing. As at the 31st December 2023
the membership stood at 98, a net increase of 3%. The Society has thirteen North American members. Many of our
founder members are now in their seventies and eighties.

Membership Subscriptions:

The last increase in the Society’s membership subscription rate was eleven years ago. The trustees keep the
organisation’s finances under regular review and believe that there is no urgent need for the membership fee to
change.

The Society’s Library:

There have been a number of generous book donations to the Library over the years but sadly it is little used. The
trustees are happy to lend the Society’s books to members and researchers. No charge is made for such loans other
than to cover postage and packaging. A list of the books held can be found in the library section of the website.

Other:
We were pleased to welcome Dominic Grieve as a new honorary member, and two local MPs joined our newsletter
mailing list.

Beth Rogers - Chair.

The Treasurer's Report:
Sam presented the Society’s accounts to the end of December 2023 and reported as follows:

1. Successful year financially with a surplus after expense of £794 and increase in the cash balances held at the
year end to £9,389.

2. The trustees judge therefore that there is no immediate need to consider an increase in membership
subscriptions.

3. Income from talks increased significantly to £435 largely due to the efforts of our Chair. The Society is now
earning a better rate of interest on its cash deposits.

4. The year end creditor for £500 is the Society’s contribution to the creation of the British Civil War Memorials
website. This amount was paid over after the year end.

Sam Hearn, Treasurer

The Membership Secretary's Report: Prepared by Phil Broomfield as follows:



There were 29 renewal emails sent out February/March, which resulted in 5 responses to date, all renewing.
£760 had been received to date in subscriptions for 2024.

2 New members had joined so far in 2024, and the membership currently stood at 95 members.

Phil Broomfield, Membership Secretary

Update on The Patriot:
Once again, an appeal was made for someone to take on the editorship of this publication.

The Web-master's Report:
Sam reported on the current situation with regard to the website and once again asked whether any member

would be prepared to assist with the maintenance of this.

Update on Events:

Wycombe Museum John Hampden Display:
Beth reported that Wycombe Museum was hosting a John Hampden display in their café between February and
September with various Hampden related artefacts, which would be worth a visit.

Talks:
The Society had given a number of talks during the past year and had several in the diary for the coming year.

Ship Money Memorial:

Jim Rodda and Peter Osborne are still doing a great job at the Ship Money monument and are still working on ways
to preserve the inscription on the monument, which is gradually deteriorating, but there are various organisations
that need to be involved before any decisions/permissions can be obtained to take this forward. The Society
would welcome assistance in dealing with this from any member who felt they could spare a little time to assist in
this matter.

Great Hampden Church:
The Diocesan Council are interested in the proposal to place a plaque in memory of John Hampden in the Church,
but we need someone to take this matter forward on behalf of the Society.

Election of Officers:
No nominations had been received from members to join the committee. Nominations for the existing committee,
who had indicated that they were prepared to stand, were read out and voted on as follows:

Position Name Proposed by Seconded by Voting for:
Chairman Dr Beth Rogers John Hobart Kate Hobart Unanimous
Hon. Secretary Anthea Coles Michael Morris Gerald Coles Unanimous
Hon. Treasurer Sam Hearn Phil Broomfield Beth Rogers Unanimous
Membership Secretary | Philip Broomfield | Anthea Coles Sam Hearn Unanimous
Committee Member Peter Osborne Rich Howell Beth Rogers Unanimous
Committee Member Richard Howell Anthea Coles Sam Hearn Unanimous

It was therefore confirmed that the above appointed committee would stand for the coming year.

AOB:

Charles Harvey mentioned the copies of the John Hampden biography he is holding for distribution to schools.

There being no other business to discuss, the meeting was declared closed.




